Sabbath Day Sermon of March 5, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Binding of the Devil 
Revelation Chapter 20

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelations of Jesus Christ, the fugitive that old serpent, Satan is arrested and bound and thrown into the bottomless pit; that his influence on the minds of people is no more. In chapter 19 we saw the evil trinity dismantled and destroyed: the beast from under the earth, and the false prophet. We would also examine the views of the four known schools of thought in Christianity today in relation to the thousand year reign of Jesus Christ. Whatever views these schools hold cannot change the truth in the Bible. We believe the word of God in the bible is clear enough for anyone guided by the Holy Spirit to understand them (John 16:8-15; John 14:15-17). Generally, Christians have always believed one of the three views regarding the millennium (which means a period of a thousand years—although some think it indicates a period of time rather than an exact number of years). 
The postmillennial school of thought [The doctrine that Jesus' Second Coming will follow the millennium] looks for a thousand year period of peace and plenty brought in by the bride of the Lamb whereby the preached gospel conquers the world. At the end of the thousand years Jesus Christ will return to earth, at which time the new heaven and the new earth will be established and eternity will begin. 

But very view Bible believers accept this view today, especially in the light of the decline of optimism about the human race, due to the falling away of many from the faith. 
Amillennialism (this position does not believe in any literal physical reign of Christ on this present) says there can be no literal thousand-year earthly kingdom before or after the coming of The Lord Jesus which will mark the inauguration of the new heaven and the new earth and eternity. Some amillenaries hold that the thousand years described in this chapter constitute the period between the first and the second coming of Jesus Christ. This view holds no truth, because in contrast to the Scriptures, it seemed to have a fixed date of Jesus second coming. Again, it has been two thousand years since the first coming of Jesus Christ. 
Premillennilism (the belief that Christ's return will usher in a future millennium of Messianic rule mentioned in Revelation) looks for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, at which time the millennium will begin. At the end of that time, Satan (who has been bound for a thousand years) will be loosed and a great rebellion will be brought into being. Then Satan will be cast into the lake of fire forever. Before the coming of The Lord there will be the period of the great tribulation and at this point premillennialists differ. Some think the bride of the Lamb will be raptured before the great tribulation begins; some hold it will be raptured at the end of the first half of that period; others hold that the bride of the Lamb will go through the great tribulation; at which time both the rapture and the Second Coming take place.
The amillennianists in their view rule out the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning Israel’s restoration, the creation of a new temple, and a time of peace and prosperity for Abraham’s seed. Differing views of the millennium do not constitute grounds for division, since all believe in the coming of The Lord and the establishment of his eternal Kingdom. Perhaps a fourth eschatological scheme should be mentioned, one which none of the others take seriously. It holds that the Revelation simply portrays the perennial struggle between good and evil, so that neither the historical nor the geographical details have more than symbolical significance (Rom.11:1) on dispensationalism for the distinction between Israel and the bride of the Lamb is the new Israel. Virtually all amillennialists hold that the church is the new Israel. This forecloses for them the need for any literal fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies for Israel. Some commentators think this first resurrection includes only those martyrs mentioned in verse 4. They then participate in Jesus Christ’s thousand-year reign. 
We believe the one thousand years Jesus Christ’s reign will also be a period during which time those that are still alive are given the opportunity to decide for themselves where to spend eternity, in heaven or in hell; after which the general resurrection of the other dead takes place. It is quite clear in the Scriptures that the first resurrection is to include all the righteous dead who will then reign with Jesus Christ for a thousand years, at the end of which time the second resurrection of the unbelieving dead will occur. In verse 6 we read “Blessed and holy is he or she who hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” In other words anyone who failed to take part in the first resurrection is doomed.  This view is tied in with 1 Thess. 4: 13-18, which speaks of the rapture. The latter view is, of course, part of the premillennial position. Whatever view one takes, the Lord Jesus will have only one bride that will consist of all those who have remained faithful to God and have endured till the end (Dan 12:1; Rev. 20:6).
v.10 -15. Here Satan is chained down and cast into the lake of fire. The power of Satan was broken in part by the setting up of the gospel kingdom in the world; it was further reduced by the empires becoming Christian; it was yet further broken by the downfall of the mystical Babylon; but still this serpent had many heads, and, when one is wounded, another has life remaining in it. Here we have a further limitation and diminution of his power. To whom this work of binding Satan is committed—to an angel from heaven. This angel is no other than the Lord Jesus Christ; the description of him will hardly agree with any other. He is one who has power to bind the strong man armed, to cast him out, and to spoil his goods; and therefore must be stronger than he. 

Neither the strength of the dragon, nor the subtlety of the serpent, was sufficient to rescue him out of the hands of Jesus Christ; he caught hold, and kept his hold. Satan’s existence cannot be denied even though in his general council of 1700’s he purposed to deceive the masses through his adherers with a lie on the non existence of himself and his angels; that the existence of Satan is a myth. Satan is his fallen name, apparently he was one of the God’s holy angels, highest in the angelic hierarchy, who revolted against his Creator and fell. The serpent of Gen.3:1 is one of the many forms Satan manifests himself. He tempted Jesus as well (Matt. 4:1; Luke 4:2), Paul called him “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2). Jesus said about Satan that he is “the prince of this world” (John 12:31). In this chapter Satan is bound for a thousand years that he should deceive the nations no more till the one thousand years be fulfilled. 
Satan is loosed at the end of that period, and he goes out to deceive the nations which are in four quarters of the earth. Gog who is the angel of the nation called Magog to prepare them for war against the saints of the Lamb, and fire from God came down and destroyed them and then the devil that deceived them to go against the God of heavens is cast into the lake of fire to suffer consciously forever. These names are found in other parts of scripture: Magog we read of in Gen. 10:2. He was one of the sons of Japheth, and peopled the countries in the northern part of Israel, from which countries his descendants spread into many other parts. We read in Ezek. 38:2 of Gog and Magog together with the names of would be their allies in the war against God and His saints. Gog and his allies are to be defeated in a mighty bloodbath; according to Ezekiel 39:6-13, it will take seven years to burn up all the weapons captured from the enemy, and seven months to bury all the dead. 
It is wishful thinking to think everybody is going to heaven; it will be a wonderful thing to see it happen, but the bible does not say such a thing. It is not God who sends people to hell; people are responsible for sending themselves to hell or to heaven. Jesus has in his death and resurrection cleared the way for everyone to choose where to spend eternity. Jesus’ death and resurrection rendered invalid the argument that the sin of Adam is responsible for the sinful nature of anyone who has reached the age of accountability. Of course, God would like to see all human beings repent of their sins and honor Him as their Father, that they may be saved. For this reason He will allow the one thousand year reign of Jesus Christ before the consummation of all things, purposefully, with Satan bound so all who would be alive then may have the opportunity to repent and turn to God. Unfortunately, we find that in Rev. 20:9 as in Rev. 16:8-12, that instead of repenting, they took to war against God and his saints, and raised their fisted hands and blasphemed against God for trying to save them by warning them of what is to come upon them if they do not repent. “For the wicked shall do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand,” says The Lord (Dan. 12:10).
Some have challenged the doctrine of eternal conscious punishment either by assuming that all men and women will ultimately be saved or that unrepentant sinners will be annihilated and cease to exist. Based on the Scriptures, no one is ever going to be annihilated or cease to exist. All souls shall live forever in heaven or in the lake of fire. Because the doctrine of eternal conscious punishment is clearly indicated in the Scriptures by such expressions as (1) eternal fire (Matt. 25:41); (2) the fire never goes out (Mark 9:48); and (3) the lake that burns with fire and sulphur (Rev. 21:8); (4) and some to shame and everlasting contempt (Dan. 12:2). Furthermore, the Greek term for the adjective “eternal” is the same, whether it modifies “life” or “death.” The phrase (eis tous aionas ton aionon), “unto the ages of the ages” is used for endless death (Rev. 1:18; 11:15; 14:11). 
v. 12-15. The last judgment, that of the great white throne, will take place at the end of the thousand years, at which time the wicked dead will be raised and then judged. The passage refers to books, one of which is the book of life. We do not know how many other books there are, but surely the book of works (deeds) and the book of memory will be among them. Whoever does not have his name inscribed in the book of life will be cast into the lake of fire. There will be no appeal. Since one’s works are included in the scrutiny, it gives substance to the notion that there are degrees of punishment for the wicked dead just as there are degrees of reward for the righteous.  It is true we are not saved by works, but works (deeds) are seen as clear evidence of a person’s actual relationship with God. 

All places including death and hell shall give account of all the dead in them; then death and hell are thrown into the lake of fire. God’s judgment is finished. The lake of fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked—Satan, the beast, the false prophet, the demons, death, hell, and all those whose names are not recorded in the book of life because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ (Dan 12:1-3). Since John’s vision did not permit any gray areas in God’s judgment, if by faith we have not identified with Jesus Christ, confessing him as Lord, there is no hope, no second chance, and no other appeal. 

Therefore, today is the day of salvation. If you would like to reign with Jesus Christ at His Second Coming, you ought to call to Him now and He will save you.
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