Sabbath Day Sermon of May 14, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Principles of The Kingdom of God

Matthew Chapter 5

“His disciples came unto him, and he opened his mouth and taught them.” Note that his disciples here refers to all those who came because they believed in what they knew about him. Many of them have heard him speak before, and they have come because of what they have heard of him and his teaching. This teaching by Jesus is usually called the Sermon on the Mount because it was delivered by Jesus on a hillside near Capernaum. In this sermon Jesus proclaimed his attitude toward the Law. He taught that position, authority, and money are not important in his Kingdom—what matters is faithful obedience from the heart. The sermon is more of a challenge to the proud and legalistic religious leaders of the day. He reiterated the importance of the message of the Old Testament prophets who, like Jesus, taught that heartfelt obedience is more important than legalistic observance.
v. 2-12. Those who are truly contrite and broken hearted and can endure till the end, are already in heaven. Those that mourn in relation to the state of things regarding God’s work shall receive comfort. For the Lord has already overcome.

Those who humble themselves before the Lord at all times and are patient in all things shall be rewarded immensely. Those that are always following the path of righteousness shall be honored for their effort. Those who love others as they love themselves shall be loved by God.

Those who love God and trust Him with all their heart shall see Him. Those who suffer for the position they have taken in live as believers, should be rest assured that their joy shall be many. Know that you are already in heaven, when people speak evil of you because of your faith in God.

Jesus’ Teaching on the Law
Here Jesus says that He has not come to destroy the Law, or the guidelines given by the prophets, but that his role was to fulfill the requirements of the Law. In other words to explain the Law as God intended it to be obeyed. To show how important the Law should be to everyone of us, Jesus states that till heaven and earth pass away, not one iota or requirement of the law shall be regarded obsolete until its purpose has been fulfilled. Another way of explaining what Jesus said, is to say it the way Paul explained it. That if you chose to live by the Law alone independent of the blood of Jesus through his sacrificial death on the cross, and then you must obey and attain to the demands of the law to the letter. In other words, you must leave no stones unturned in keeping to the letters of the Law. However, that it is certain that you will fail, because the Law exposes our inability to please or attain God’s righteousness without a redeemer; for there is no remission of sin without blood. (Heb. 9:22; Matt. 26:28; Rom. 3:25).
The Christian accepts the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross, and is saved unto righteous living, but he is not excused from keeping the Law of God. The Christian, therefore, by the grace of God which was obtained through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ can now approach the throne of God Almighty with boldness, having been washed in the blood of the lamb provided by God Himself (Heb. 4:16).
The Christian having attained righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ has never been excused from keeping the moral law of God, the Ten Commandments. The Christian must obey the law, not to merit salvation by it, but as a token of life transformed (changed person) by the grace of God. In other words, the Christian, like Jesus, is not to be lawless. The law of God which is now placed in his heart through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ must therefore, be observed by all until all its purpose is achieved.

The Moral Law Purposes
In Paul’s words, God’s moral law purposes to (1) demonstrate God’s own moral perfection; (2) show man his guilt and take away all of his excuses; (3) provide a standard for the governing of human society; and (4) provide a guide for believers as to how their conduct will please and glorify God (Rom. 3:19, 20; Rom. 21:22-31).  Righteousness, as it pertains to man, refers to keeping God’s will, law, and moral standards perfectly. This no one has ever done except Christ, therefore, no man has ever been truly righteous (3:10, 23). God imputes the perfect righteousness to all those who trust his Son by good works of faith for eternal life.  And the Holy Spirit empowers the believer so that he can live in accord with the will of God. Men become righteous by faith, which is the means, whereas justification is the act of God that makes men righteous.  

Righteousness is the result of the justification that comes from believing faith accompanied by good deeds. Righteousness is also used as a term to stress one of God’s attributes and carries with it the assurance about what God is, and that He will do what He has promised. It expresses God’s own moral purity, contrasted with man’s inherent sinfulness. Moreover, God’s righteousness expresses itself in divine wrath or holy displeasure against all iniquity or unrighteousness. Sin, therefore, is the lack of conformity to the will of God, a violation of the moral law as written in the hearts of men and revealed in the Word of God. The Hebrew term for sin means “to deviate from the way”; the Greek term indicates “a missing of the mark,” or “a going aside from.” Sin could not exist unless there were norms or standard against which the acts of men could be measured or judged.

Sin exists both in overt acts and in the attitude of the heart.  The overt act indicates the presence of heart sinfulness. Guilt, then, normally supposes the intention is present to do evil. Men often are unable to read the intentions of each other’s hearts, but God knows the hearts of men infallibly (I Chron. 28:9; Heb. 4:13). Moreover, all men, irrespective of race, color, or creed, are sinners. No one can escape sin’s guilt, but only through Jesus Christ. Jews and Gentiles alike are guilty (1:18; 3:23). Sin is universal (Isa. 53.6).
v. 13-26. Ye are the salt of the earth. A handful of salt goes a long way. The gospel is as salt, quick and powerful, and Christians are also salt. Jesus Christ and his people are the light of the world. In darkness even the light of a match makes a great difference. Believers are the light by what they say and how they live. Jesus in the flesh was subject to the law of God. He met the demands of the ceremonial law of circumcision, the presentation, and his baptism by John (3:15).  In all things Jesus was obedient to the law of his Father (John 8:46; 1 Pet. 2:21-23). But he never put himself into bondage to the legalism that the Pharisees created by the extravagant interpretations of the law. He also declared himself to be “Lord even of the Sabbath” (Matt. 12:8).

Some have said that Jesus Christ’s people are no longer required to keep the ceremonial law, without specifying what ceremonies they mean. The only offering Jesus Christ did not partake is the offering of the sacrificial lamb for sin, because he was sinless. In those sacrifices for sin there is a remembrance of again made of sins every year, because the sins were covered not forgotten. Again the animals to be slain for the sacrifices could not offer themselves by consent. Jesus gave himself voluntarily. Jesus came to do the Fathers will. He was ready and willing to provide redemption; it was his delight to do this. In effect he said, “Let the curse fall on me, than on the children of the Father.  Jesus was our example and we are to observe everything that he observed, and to exclude from our list everything he excluded. The Christian is not required to perform the annual offering of the sacrificial lamb for sin, because we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, He is alive and our High Priest forever, and by whom we have now received our atonement (Rom 5:11). Jesus cerebrated the holy days also know as the appointed days, and so must we celebrate them. Most people don’t seem to realize that the “Last Supper” was actually the Passover Meal. True believers are not to celebrate the pagan holidays such as Saturnalia (Christmas), Easter, etc.

Jesus Prescribes Punishments and Rewards
Jesus teaches that the Christian who would for any reason deviate from the rightful use or the interpretation of the Law, and would teach others to believe a lie pertaining to the full intent of God in giving the law, shall be without honor in the Kingdom of God. In other words, it could be as Paul puts it, this person shall suffer loss, but his/her salvation shall depend on his/her motives. If this person was sincere, but wrong, he/she shall be saved; yet so as by fire (1Cor. 3:15). But for everyone that shall do and teach others the law as God intended it to be taught, this person shall not only be called great in the kingdom of heaven, but shall receive a reward.

Righteousness is Demanded of the Christian
The Christian now learns that although he is saved by grace, Christ never abrogated the law of murder. Jesus demands that the believer’s righteousness must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees. Both religious sects taught that you could hate your enemy in your heart, for there was no sin until you have physically killed him. But Jesus teaches that “heart murder” precedes the actual act. The Christian, therefore, should know that the heart murderer is already guilty before God even if the fear of retribution restrains you from committing the overt act. Because evil in the heart is the root of all outward acts of sin, God condemns both the attitude and action.

The Christian and Anger
The Christian is not forbidden from being angry with his brother or sister in Christ Jesus for a right cause.  God is said to be capable of anger. But anger against your brother or sister, if prolonged, would become sin on your part (Eph. 4:26). The fact is that until you have forgiven your brother or sister of wrongs done to you, your father in heaven would not even accept your offerings, for example your prayers. You must first get rid of your anger against your brother or sister, before placing your offerings or prayers before God. “Forgive us as we forgive those who trespass against us” You might want to ask, “who is my brother?”  

Your brothers and sisters are those in the faith. Your neighbors do not have to be Christians for you to be kind to them, because although we appear to each other and relate to one another as strangers, that we are actually made of one blood (Acts. 17:26). Remember, you are also required to be kind to your enemies, those who hate you and despitefully use you.  This could be one of the reasons why Jesus described the way to heaven as narrow and straight. You are never to hate anyone for any reason, but their sins.  Their sins could be their acts, behavior, conducts, sinful life-styles, mannerisms, mind set, etc., (Matt. 7:13-14).

Jesus Defines Adultery
v. 27-43. According to Jesus, adultery is committed in two ways, “heart adultery” and “physical adultery.”  Adultery is committed when a man looks on a woman with the intent or desires to commit adultery or fornication with her. The Scribes and Pharisees in Jesus day said that only the overt act was adultery i.e., if you touch or taste; a heart filled with adulterous thoughts was still innocent. Jesus explanation on the subject did not change or expand the law of God. He only stated what lay at the heart of the moral law relative to adultery even in the Old Testament and thereby condemned those whose interpretation opened the door to heart adultery.
“And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out,” Jesus is not telling us to literally pluck out our eyes or cut off our hands. Yes sin is so dangerous that “it is better to lose the eye and the hand that thus offend than to give way to sin, and perish eternally in it.” We are to cut off those bad influences in our lives, and be not unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 Cor. 6:14).
Divorce and Remarry not Permitted
vv. 31-43. Divorce is as hurtful and destructive today as in Jesus’ day. God intends marriage to be a lifetime commitment (Gen. 2:24). When entering into marriage, people should never consider divorce an option for solving marital problems or a way out of a relationship that seems dead. In these verses Jesus is also attacking those who purposefully abuse the marriage contract, using divorce to satisfy their lustful desire to marry someone else. For those who are married, the question for you is, are your actions today helping your marriage grow stronger, or are you tearing it apart?  Jesus said that divorce is not permissible except for fornication. This does not mean that divorce should automatically occur when the wife or the husband commits adultery.  The word translated “fornication” implies a sexually immoral lifestyle, not a confessed and repentant act of adultery. Those who discover that their partner has been unfaithful should first attempt to forgive, reconcile, and restore the marriage relationship rather than for excuses to leave it. Again, if you choose to divorce your wife or your husband, that does not mean you may go ahead and marry someone else, no, because divorcing your wife or your husband takes away the right to have any sexual relationship with anyone else for life. Because when you divorce your wife or your husband and marry someone else, you will be committing adultery. It should be observed that in commenting on Deuteronomy 24:1, Jesus said that Moses made this provision because of “the hardness of your hearts” (Matt. 19:8, 9). Thus whether it was in Moses’ day, Hosea’s day (Hos. 3:1), Jesus’ day, or today, there is no such thing as a “spiritual divorce.” Whenever anyone gets a divorce it is testimony to the hardness and spiritual insensitivity of his or her heart. Those who are seeking guidance in how to deal with marital problems would do well to consider spiritual Hosea and follow his examples of seeking his wayward wife, forgiving her, restoring her to himself, and loving her with a never falling love. There is no marital problem that Hosea’s method would not cure. Only death can separate you from your wife or your husband. Thus “Till death do us part.”  
The Taking of Oaths
Jesus teaches that at all cost, let your yes be yes, and your no be no.  In other words, the Christian should speak the truth at all times. If you do so at all time, there will be no need to swear, because after a while people would begin to recognize that you are always truthful.

The Law of Retaliation
Jesus teaches that although you may have been taught to retaliate to the equal measure of what evil that was done to you; the Christian, He says should never fight back for the wrong that was done to you. He further prescribes what your reaction should be, instructing that you take as much punishment as possible from those who have taken it upon themselves to do you wrong. Taking vengeance is God’s business not yours; for The Lord shall render judgment at the appropriate time on our behalf.

The Law of Love
vv. 44-48. Jesus corrected the misapprehension the Jews had about the law of love. Jesus teaches that as a Christian you should not only love to your enemies, but you must bless them too in your prayers that they may come to the knowledge of the truth of God (Lev. 19:17). You should be kind to your enemies and those who hate you, especially those who actually oppress and despitefully use you in every way. This is another way to show the world that you are a child of God.  You should do as God does, because He lets the sun rise and the rain fall on both the righteous and the unrighteous. The Christian must learn to love not only their fellow Christians and family members, because in such there is no test of faith in loving those who obviously love and would love you back. The Christian would show more faith as a child of God when you would love those who cannot love you back.  The Christian must strife to be perfect in his or her dealings with everyone, just as God is in His dealings with everything that He made (Matt. 5:44-48). Jesus made it clear that love exists for enemies as well as friends, for foreigners as well as fellow believers. Later Paul reiterated the command to love one’s enemies, saying that Jesus died for us when we were his enemies (Rom. 5:10). Jesus called these the greatest commandments of all (Matt. 22:34-40)  By carrying out Jesus’ simple commands, we find ourselves following all of God’s other laws as well.
“Be ye therefore perfect.” This perfection must then be a God-like quality—one that is free from selfish motive or interest; love and kindness even for those who do not deserve it—that is possible for us to attain. The sort of perfection is not equivalent to absolute sinlessness; it concerns a matter of one’s intention or attitude to do right.  Believers can enjoy the grace from God to maintain an attitude of kindly benevolence and sincere desire for the wellbeing of others. We must trust the Holy Spirit to help us show love to those for whom we may not feel love.

Jesus Condemns Heart Sin
If racism and prejudice are products of the heart sin directed on people for whatever reason, how did God respond to such bigotry and hatred in the Bible? Jesus describes hatred as heart murder. We find that God sees bigotry and or racism as leprosy  (Num. 12:9, 10). In other words, if you hate and mistreat others based on their race, or on the color of their skin, God will certainly have you removed and placed outside the gates of his people, because you have leprosy.  It is certain that you cannot be a friend of Jesus Christ if you are a racist and hate people because they are of another race or have different skin color or for whatever reason you might have.

In the Old Testament, we read that from Kibroth-hattaavah Israel journeyed to Hazeroth. Here Miriam and apparently at her instigation—Aaron also “spake against Moses,” as it is added, “because of the Ethiopian woman he had married,” referring most likely to second marriage which Moses had contracted after the death of Zipporah. For the first time we here encounter that pride of an Israelite after the flesh and contempt for people of another race, which are claimed by many to have appeared throughout their after history, and in proportion as they have misunderstood the spiritual meaning of their calling. Thus, Miriam and Aaron now actually boasted in that prophetic gift, which should have only wrought in them a sense of deep humility.   But Moses was not like any ordinary prophet, although in his extreme meekness he would not vindicate his own position. And the Lord now vindicated His servant both by public declaration, and by punishing Miriam with leprosy. The isolation of Miriam from the camp of Israel would teach all, how one who had boasted in privileges greater than those of others might be deprived even of the ordinary fellowship of God’s people (Num 12:1-16). Separation therefore, is unto faith in God Almighty through Jesus Christ, and not by race or skin color. There are only two kinds of children on earth, the children of God and the children of the devil. Those who believe and obey God’s commandments are his children, while those who disobey God’s commandments but do as they wilt are Satan’s children (Matt. 13:37-43). Let everyone who has ears hear the Word of the Lord.
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