Sabbath Sermon of May 1, 2010.
Injunctions and Reproofs – Respecter of Persons

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

James Chapter 2

James reminds us that in the house of God all believers are one in Jesus Christ. Distinctions like Jew and Gentile, slave or free, rich or poor no longer apply. If you think that wealth is what matters in the house of God, you are mistaken. How many wealthy and rich people in our live time has God called to do his work? Godly people who later became wealthy like Abraham and others did so after they have obeyed the commandments of God. James says, If you have created distinctions among brethren in the house of God based on how affluent or poor in material things they are, you have not only become partial in yourselves, but evil judges in your thoughts. Let us ask ourselves, at what time has God chosen only the wealthy to do his work. Listen to me, says James, has not God always chosen the poor of this world to do his work because they are usually rich in faith?  All believers deserve due respect whether rich or poor. Scripture nowhere allows for distinctions in terms of special place in the church for those who have wealth and for those who have not. There is no more distinction among believers based on position, power, race, color, wealth, or popularity. It is sinful to show favoritism in the church based on any of these.
James asks, since you have done this by having respect of persons, especially for the rich while the poor is despised in the house of God. Tell me isn’t the same rich people you have elevated in the church who blaspheme that worthy name of Jesus Christ, and are your oppressors in your daily lives? For example, aren’t these the same rich who set up oppressive work conditions in places of employment, which organize and run oppressive governmental systems? Isn’t the rich who print and manipulate the currency, plan and create wars for your children to go and fight and die? Can you see how you by respecter of persons have blasphemed that worthy name of Jesus Christ by which you are called? James does not say that a rich man could not come to love God, but he was particularly concerned about the threat they represent, and about the unscrupulous (unprincipled) means by which most rich people obtain their wealth and how they deny Jesus Christ in their secret associations. Believers ought to do well by fulfilling the royal law of God as prescribed in the Scripture, to love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Love here is called the royal law, for it comes from the King of kings. The second table of that law is to love one’s neighbor, because it is evident that you love yourself. That means, “Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty; but in righteousness shall thou judge thy neighbor (Lev. 19:15).

James says, if we are bent on having respect of persons in the house of God, we commit sin, and are convicts of the Law of God. The Lord has ordained his house as a refuge for the poor, the humble and the needy, where they could go in and be refreshed, but you have turned the house of God which is a refuge for his truly faithful people into a den of thieves by dishonoring the commandment of God which says that we are all brethren, both rich and poor.  If you have showed no mercy and respect equally to the poor as you have to the rich, remember that God shall judge you without mercy. It is better to have mercy and judge good judgment on the rich and the poor than face the judgment of God.
vs.10-13. James is saying here that a single sin, however small and insignificant, automatically causes the sinner to breach the whole law of God and brings him under God’s condemnation as though he had sinned the greatest sin possible. The Scriptures do indeed indicate that there are greater and lesser sins. Qualitatively, and all sin offends God equally, quantitatively, some sins are of lesser importance than others. Sin, whether considered quantitatively or qualitatively, is to be shunned (1 John 5:16-17).
v. 14-20. Some have supposed that James’ and Paul’s teachings about faith and works are at variance. Not so. James argues that while men are saved by faith alone, saving faith is never alone. It is always accompanied by good works. Thus he says that if one’s life does not show forth any good works; he should be asked whether this person has genuine faith. True faith always produces outward evidence to demonstrate or prove that faith. Paul says the same thing in 2 Cor. 5: 17. The regenerated man becomes “a brand new person inside. . . “And he will act like one, so that a profession of faith cannot be considered valid if the so-called new believer’s life remains unchanged. 
v. 21. The illustration James uses about Abraham and his offering of Isaac validates the principle that works follow regeneration; they do not accompany salvation or precede it. Works are the normal product of conversion. Abraham was justified by faith long before he offered Isaac on the altar. Why was Abraham justified by faith before he offered Isaac on the altar? He was justified by faith, not only because the first time he heard the voice of God he believed Him, but he obeyed Him. Obedience to God’s command is the core of how we believe. When we all heard the calling of Jesus Christ and we obeyed him then were we justified unto sanctification if we continue to obey him. Obeying him after we have been sanctified for his service does require that we do deeds of faith which James talks about.
Salvation by faith alone excludes works as a proof of our having been saved by the blood of Jesus Christ, and as a declarative evidence of our justification in the sight of men. This is precisely what James means here. As the body without the breath of life is dead, so is faith without works.
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