Sabbath Day Sermon of November 12, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus Trial and Sentencing

Matthew Chapter 26:1-33
This chapter is about the story of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, The King. After facing much opposition for his teaching, Jesus is betrayed by Judas, the only Judean among his disciples; he was denied by the disciples, crucified, and died on a Roman cross. Three days later he rises from the dead and appears to the disciples, confirming that he is indeed King over life and death. The long awaited King has brought in his Kingdom, but it is different than expected, for he reigns in our hearts until the day he comes again to establish a new and perfect world.

v. 3-13. Today we read from some of these Pharisees (Rabbis) of our day as they are bent on not believing what God has done in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They claimed with absolutely no proof provided to document their assertion that the High Priest and the temple officers were actually trying to help free Jesus from Pilate’s evil crutches. It turned out that it was the High Priest and his officers who arrested Jesus and after questioning him and found him guilty of blasphemy [Matt. 26:65; Mk. 14:64; John 19:7, 11], which they had to do in the middle of the night so the people would not know (John 18:19-25, 28).

Here is the detail of the plan by these ungodly men to free Jesus from Pilate’s evil crutches, and you decide if this is how you help to free a person from the evil clutches of an enemy?  Already many consultations had been held against the life of Jesus but this plot was laid deeper than any yet, for the grandees were all engaged in it. This is the court Sanhedrin 43a described. The chief priests, who presided in ecclesiastical affairs; the elders, who were judges in civil matters, and the scribes, who, as doctors of the law, were directors to both—these composed the Sanhedrin, or great council that governed the nation, and these were confederate against Jesus. (1) The place where they met; in the palace of the high priest, who was the centre of their unity in this wicked project. (2.) The plot itself; to take Jesus by subtlety, and kill him; nothing less than his blood, his life-blood, would serve their turn. So cruel and bloody have been the designs of Jesus’ and his church’s enemies. (3.) The policy of the plotters; Not on the feast-day. Why not if it was to help him? Was it in regard to the holiness of the time, or because they would not be disturbed in the religious services of the day? No, but lest there should be an uproar among the people.  

Let's give them the benefit of the doubt that really the Romans were looking for Jesus to kill him, while the Jewish elders were trying to help him escape from Pilate’s evil clutches. The best thing would have been for the high priest and the Jewish elders to put Jesus in a safe-house or send him away for a time where the Romans would not find him. Instead, we read from the book of Luke that the next day, early in the morning, they delivered him to the judgment seat of Pontius Pilate the gentile governor in fulfillment of Prophecy, thereby handing him over (Luke 24:6,7). To help free him, the high priest and the Jewish elders delivered Jesus to Pilate whom today’s Rabbis claim had evil clutches on him. The High Priest was asked by Pilate why he was presenting Jesus? He replied that Jesus was a malefactor [John 18:29-32]. Again, it was the High Priest and the temple officers who first raised the issue of putting him to death, by purporting to remind Pilate that they had no power to put any man to death, in contradiction to the Jewish claim of Deuteronomy 13:10, as the reason they have always used to justify themselves for putting him to death as a false prophet, and as cited by the crowd in John 10:33.

They knew Jesus had a great interest in the common people, of whom if there was a great concourse on the feast-day, and they would be in danger of taking up arms against their rulers, if they should offer to lay violent hands on Jesus, whom all held for a prophet. They were awed, not by the fear of God, but by the fear of the people; all their concern was for their own safety, not God’s honor. They would have it done at the feast; for it was a tradition of the Elders enforced on the Jews, that malefactors should be put to death at one of the three feasts, especially rebels and impostors, that all Israel might see and fear; but not on the feast-day. These men were of one mind in this plot, but they knew not that the year of the redeemed was now come, the seventy weeks determined were now accomplished, when transgression must be finished, reconciliation made, and an everlasting righteousness brought in, by the cutting off of Messiah the true Israelite, the Prince, (Daniel. 9:24, 26).

To the Christians, now of all the things we have heard of the Old and the New, we must know that we have a high priest, who is set, i.e. “who is seated.” The High Priest always ministered standing. There were no seats in the tabernacle or temple. So when the High Priest questioned Jesus if he was the Son of God? And Jesus’ replied, “hereafter shall the Son of man sitting on the right hand of the power, and coming in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64-67), the high priest understood what that meant. The High Priest was so enraged at Jesus’ claim, that he rent his clothes in violation of the regulations for the priesthood (Lev. 21:10); saying “he has spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witness?’ ‘Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy (Lev 24:16).’” The high priest was in violation of the Law of the priesthood because Jesus is The Lord. According to the High Priest, Jesus was guilty of death, but his trial and punishment would not be according to the Jewish custom, which would have required that Jesus be stoned to death. But the Romans would be the ones to do it as Jesus and the prophets had predicted (Matt. 20:17-18; Dan 9:24-26; John 10:16).

v.14-27. Judas Iscariot was the only disciple from Judah. The others were from Galilee. The Judeans looked down on the Galileans. In the lists of the disciples, Judas name always appears last. He was covetous and dishonest. He sold Jesus to his enemies for a few pieces of silver. Jesus knew Judas would betray him even before he chose him as a disciple. Here we have the mystery of God’s foreknowledge and Judas free will. Jesus said that it would have been “far better for that one if he had never been born.” 

Some have argued that Judas did not partake of the bread and the wine at the Last Supper. The apparent discrepancy in the two accounts of Judas’ death have been reconciled by the fact that Matthew’s statement means no more than that he went away in despair and suffocated in the Books of Acts. Luke adds that he fell on his face and burst open, spilling out his bowels. Judas’ life stands as a severe warning to those who would betray Jesus Christ (Heb. 6:6).

Judas accepted to betray Jesus—30 pieces of silver, the price of a slave (Exodus 21:32). The religious leaders had planned to wait until after the Passover to take Jesus, but with Judas’s unexpected offer they accelerated their plans, not knowing that were actually the fulfilling earlier prophecies or the Messiah’s live and death as the Sacrifice for our sins on the Passover. At the Passover feast, as we eat the bread and drink wine, we should be quietly  reflective as we recall Jesus’ death and resurrection and his promise to come again, grateful for God’s wonderful gift to us, and joyful as we meet with Jesus Christ and the body of believers.

v. 28-33. At the heart of the gospel is the forgiveness of sins. The apostles, standing before the hostile high priest, said God exalted Jesus so that the people of Israel could have their sins forgiven (Act. 5:31). In Antioch of Pisidia Paul said, “In this man Jesus, there is forgiveness for your sins. (Acts 13:38). Forgiveness of sins is a divine, not a human prerogative: “If we confess or our sins to him, he can be depended on to forgive us . . . “(1John 1:9).  In Jesus name, when God forgives sins they are forgotten, cast behind God’s back forever. Jesus’ blood sealed the new covenant (testament). People under the old covenant (those who lived before Jesus) could approach God only through a priest and an animal sacrifice. Even then, the people’s sins were only covered awaiting the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ who offered the one and only sacrifice for our sins for ever. Now all people can come directly to God through faith because Jesus’ death and resurrection has made us acceptable in God’s eyes. According to Jesus, God will forgive all our sins save one—the only unforgivable sin is blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Matt. 12:31; Mark 3:29; 1 John 5:16), who is the only one who can bring about repentance and faith.       To be continued . . . Next week Sabbath Day Matthew 26:34-75.
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