Sabbath Day Sermon of November 12, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus Trial and Sentencing

Matthew Chapter 26:34-75
vv. 34-38. “Verily, verily I say unto, that this night, before the cock crow, thou shall deny me thrice.”  All the disciples declared that they would die rather than desert Jesus. A few hours later, however, they all scattered. Here we see how easy it is to say we are devoted to The Lord Jesus, but our claims are meaningful only when they are tested in the crucible of persecution. How strong your faith is, can only be proven under intense trial. 

The cup of which Matthew speaks has been the subject of much discussion. One school of thought says that Jesus prayed for some other way to save the world than for him to die. But because Calvary was God’s only way, Jesus accepted it without hesitation or qualification, for he prayed: I want your will, not mine.” Others hold that Jesus always prayed according to the will to the Father. In his humanity he feared that Satan would kill him in the Garden of Gethsemane before he made atonement on the cross. Thus, he was prepared to die in the garden, if the Father so willed. His prayer was answered he was able to go to Calvary. A third, very likely view is that Jesus, knowing what suffering eternal death meant, shrank from the imminent experience of burdening himself with the sins of the world, because the Father would turn his face from him when he became sin for us. In this view, the cup meant separation from the Father; he later said, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? However, Jesus left the garden victoriously.  Of course, Jesus was in great anguish over his coming physical pain, separation from the Father, and death for the sins of the world. The divine course was set, but he, in his human nature, still struggled (Heb. 5:7-9). Because of the anguish Jesus experienced while on earth and on the cross, he can relate to our suffering. Jesus’ strength to obey came from his relationship with God the Father, who is also the source of our strength (John 17:11-26).
vv.39-50. In times of suffering people sometimes wish they knew the future, or they wish they could understand the reason for their anguish. What does it take to be able to say “Thy will be done”? It takes trust in God’s plans, prayer, and obedience each step of the way. Jesus had warned Peter about the temptation he would soon face, but in his drowsiness, he did not fully understand the warning to pray (Luke 22:46). Satan had planned to use Peter to start a fight with the soldiers in this manner: Peter cuts the ear of one of the soldiers, and Peter is slain by another soldier, and the soldiers decide to kill Jesus right there and probably kill all his disciples and make it look like they committed suicide. Jesus anguish in prayer was not that he was afraid of dying, but that he may be able to get on the cross to defeat Satan, and save us through his death on the Roman pagan cross (John 3:14; 8:28, 29; 10:15-18; 15:13). So the way to overcome temptation is to be alert to it and pray. Being alert means being aware of the possibilities of temptation to fight it. Again, because temptation strikes where we are most vulnerable, we can’t resist it alone. Prayer is essential, because God’s strength can shore up our defenses and defeat Satan’s power.
vv. 49-50. Kissed; i.e., “embraced and kissed,” the greeting still used among men in Eastern lands. The betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot defies explanation. He had been with Jesus for two and half years. He had watched him and was aware of his sinless life. He had heard the Savior’s words of grace. He had seen him perform matchless miracles beyond anything ever known to man. He had eaten with him, prayed with him, and heard him tell his coming death and resurrection. He knew no one could hide anything from Jesus, because he knew all thoughts. None of this affected him sufficiently to alter his malign intentions or to keep him from selling the Son of God for thirty pieces of silver. He served as the treasurer and was a thief. He knew all about hell, yet never turned from his sins to receive the gift of life. Judas had told the Temple guards to arrest the man he greeted with a kiss. Rabbis today would have you believe that the chief priests and the Jewish elders in Jesus’ day were trying to help him escape from the clutches of the Roman government. But this was not an arrest by Roman soldiers under Roman law, but an arrest by the religious leaders. Judas pointed Jesus out not because he was hard to recognize, but because Judas had agreed to be the formal accuser in case a trial was called. Judas let the guards to one of Jesus’ retreats where no onlookers would interfere with the arrest. 
vv. 51-68. Peter was the man who cut off the servant’s ear. He was trying to prevent what he saw as defeat. But he did not realize that Jesus had to die in order to have victory. But Jesus demonstrated perfect commitment to his Father’s will. His Kingdom would not be advanced with swords, but with faith and obedience.  Earlier in the evening Jesus had been questioned by Annas the former High Priest and father in-law of Caiaphas. Annas then sent Jesus to Caiaphas home to be questioned (John 18:12-24).  Caiaphas was not ordained by God nor was he appointed to the office of the high priest by God. Valerius Gratus, the predecessor of Pontius Pilate, had appointed Caiaphas to the office. He stayed in office until A.D 37, when he was removed by Litelius. Caiaphas pretended to be religious and patriotic. He hated Jesus Christ and recommended the action that led to Calvary (John 11:49-53). Judas Iscariot was a pawn in his hands. Jesus was silent before Caiaphas until he demanded in the name of God to know whether Jesus was the Christ. Jesus said that he was. Unable to convict Jesus by the testimony of perjurers, Caiaphas now accused Jesus of blasphemy. As a result, Jesus was condemned to death; but his execution was not going to be by stoning according to the Jewish custom, but Caiaphas would have to use threats to convince the Roman governor to crucify him in fulfillment of prophecy (Matt. 20:19). Because of their haste to complete the trial and see Jesus die before the preparation day for the weekly Sabbath Day, the religious leaders met in Caiaphas’s home at night instead of waiting for daylight to meet in the Temple. They were in a haste to kill Jesus, but little did they know that they were actually helping to bring the Kingdom of God closer for the salvation of the whole world, which came to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ on the cross. Again, we see another fulfillment of prophecy (John 3:14; Heb. 10:7-10).
The council or rather the “Jewish Supreme Court,” or “Sanhedrin,” was the highest ecclesiastical and political body among the Jews at the time. It was known as the Great Sanhedrin. It had seventy-one members, called “elders” who usually were chosen from among the chief priests and the scribes. The high priest, Caiaphas was the presiding officer during the trial of Jesus.  Decisions of the Great Sanhedrin were binding. They sat in a semicircle so that all could see each other. In cases involving life and death the younger members voted first so they could not be influenced by their elders. No fewer than twenty-three members could be present when such a case arose. If a verdict was reached by a majority of one, the number of court members had to be increased. Only when the full court was in session could a man be declared guilty by a majority of one. But during Jesus’ trial this requirement was not met, because he was declared guilty to die without the court being in full session. What are the lessons we should learn from these things as Christian? It means that sometimes God uses the efforts of our enemies to work things out for our own good.  

The council tried to find witnesses who would distort some of Jesus’ teachings. Finally they found two witnesses who distorted Jesus words about the Temple (John 2:19). They claimed that Jesus had said he could destroy the Temple—a blasphemous boast. Actually, Jesus had said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Jesus of course, was talking about his body, not the building. Ironically, the religious leaders were about to destroy Jesus’ body just as he had said, and three days later he would rise from the dead.

vv. 69-75. No doubt there were three stages of Peter’s denial. First he acted confused and tried to divert attention from himself by changing the subject. Second he denied Jesus with an oath. Third, he began to curse and swear. Believers who deny Jesus Christ often begin doing so subtly by pretending not to know him. When opportunities to discuss Christian belief issues come up, they walk away or pretend they don’t know the answers. With only a little more pressure, they can be induced to deny flatly their relationship with Jesus Christ. If you find yourself subtly avoiding occasions to talk about Jesus Christ, watch out. You may be on the road to denying Jesus Christ soon.  It was bad enough that Peter denied his Lord. It was still worse that he did so by taking an oath in the name of God. He perjured himself when he testified to that which he knew was untrue. It was a sad spectacle, but it had one positive aspect—the glory of God’s grace was made greater by the fact that Peter was restored and became an ardent witness after Pentecost. This fact opens the door of hope to all sinners, no matter what they have done or how bad they have been, they can be restored if they will call to The Lord Jesus Christ.
Justice Haim Cohn a retired Justice of the supreme court of Israel in his article on the trial and the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, noted that "one of the reasons the Jewish leadership at the time attempted to kill Jesus was because the standing and prestige of the High Priests, the Sadducee and the Pharisees among broad masses of the people in those days was steadily declining. They were suspected and accused of collaboration with the Roman authorities and with the puppet king Herod serving the Romans. The opportunity to regain its religious authority, that all Israel might see and fear presented itself in the case of Jesus.  Jesus was not an ordinary man, but one who challenged the authority of the religious leadership of his country at that time," So crucifying Jesus who was the greatest opponent to their commandments of men, would serve as a deterrent to anyone who would dare challenge the authority of the religious leaders of that day.
In A.D. 33, April 3, Flavius Josephus wrote in the Antiquities of the Jews: “Now, there was about this time, Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, --a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure.’ ‘He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.’’ To keep the truth from the people, an ancient Rabbinic curse in the Talmud, forbids people to read a portion of the Bible:
"May the bones of the hands and the bones of the fingers decay and decomposed, of him who turns the pages of the book of Daniel to find the time of Daniel 9:24-27, and may his memory rot from off the face of the earth forever" (Talmud Law, p.m, Section 2, Line 28).
The question we ask of these Pharisees (Rabbis) is, what are you trying to hide from the people? Why wouldn't you let the people read the Scriptures and decide for themselves if Yeshua 
(Jesus) is the Messiah?
It has come to be universally believed that the Jewish leadership in Jesus’ time unsuccessfully plotted to take Jesus and kill him before his time, and that their Gentile partners in the conspiracy, the Romans crucified him. But according to Jesus, he laid down his life for the benefit of his friends. “No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself.’ ‘I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.’ ‘This commandment have I received from my Father,” (John 10: 18; Dan. 9:26).
Finally, I believe it is proper that we ask the question for the benefit of those who are still in doubt of who Jesus is, “Who Is Jesus? Prophet Isaiah says that “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. So, Jesus is God? O’ Yes!! You better believe it my friends, and get saved today from your sins.
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