Sabbath Day Sermon of October 1, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

God Ordained the Month of Nissan The Beginning of Months
Leviticus 23:24-25
The feast of trumpets came the first day of the seventh Month, of the Biblical calendar. In the Old Testament time, Trumpets were blown and sacrifices offered. The day is set apart for a holy convocation, celebration, and rest. Today Judaism observes the first day of the seventh month to be the New year; in other words the beginning of the months, but is it the biblical New Year as The Lord commanded in the Scriptures which of course takes place on the Hebrew first month of Abib.

In Exodus 12:1, 2, The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, “This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you” God ordained that the calendar year should start with the month of Nissan, which, in the Gregorian (Catholic) calendar, is equivalent to the latter part of March and first part of April. The New Year to be the feast of Passover which was established to be an annual holy day in honor of the night when the Lord “passed over” the homes of the Israelites. The Hebrews followed God’s instructions by placing the blood of a lamb on the doorposts of their homes. The night the firstborn son of every family who did not have blood on the door posts was killed. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood that would protect them. (This foreshadowed the blood of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, who gave his blood for the sins of all people). Inside their homes, the Israelites ate a meal of roast lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. Unleavened bread could be made quickly because the dough did not have to rise. Thus they could be ready to leave at any time. Bitter herbs signified the bitterness of slavery. Eating the Passover feast while wearing traveling clothes was a sign of the Hebrew faith in the Almighty God; that what he has said he shall do. Although they were not yet free, they were to prepare themselves; for God had said he would lead them out of Egypt. Their readiness was an act of faith. Likewise, preparing ourselves for the fulfillment of God’s Scriptural promises, however unlikely they many seem, demonstrates our faith.
The sacrificed lamb had to be perfect and its blood was offered as atonement for sin. The lamb was a submission for the offerer. So Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God offered his own blood as our substitute. He delivered us from the tyranny of sin as God delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor. The Hebrew word translated here as “lamb” can also mean “kid—a baby goat. In both instances the people had to be cleansed and sanctified through the offering of the blood; the first offering of the blood of lamb was a type of Jesus Christ whose blood completely removed the sins of the whole world. 
If you ask me, and as prescribed in the Scriptures, I would think that the Passover as commanded by the Almighty Lord God should be the most important holy day of the year. Today we find Judaism today celebrating their New Year on the day of the feast of the trumpet instead of the day The Lord had commanded. Isn’t this the same as someone choosing to worship The Lord on Sunday instead of on the Sabbath Day as commanded by The Lord in the Scripture. Some have said that if Judaism is from The Lord God Almighty, why would its adherents be celebrating the New Year in the Seventh month instead of in the first month The Lord had prescribed in the Old Testament Bible (Ex. 12:1, 2; Lev. 23:24-25). There must be an explanation for this in Judaism and by her adherents. Of course, whatever is not commanded in the Bible cannot be of God.
In the following paragraphs we would from the Scriptures examine the significance of the first month of the Hebrew calendar year in relation to the workings of the Almighty God:
(Deut. 16:1). “Observe the month of Abib, and keep the Passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night.” 
Here in Duet. 16 Moses carefully reminds the men of Israel that they are to come to the holy place three times a year; for the Passover. They would come to perform their ceremonies “in the place which the Lord shall choose. Later this place would be the temple in Jerusalem.
Most of the trumpets used were rams’ horns, although some of the more special trumpets were made of beaten silver. When one trumpet is blown it means the gathering of the princes, but when both were blown it means the gathering of all Israel.
(Gen. 8:13). And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 
(12:2, 18). This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and twentieth day of the month at even. 
Certain holy days were instituted by God himself. Passover which is the first holy day in the biblical calendar was designed to celebrate Israel’s deliverance from Egypt and to remind the people of what God had done. Holy days should be important to us today, too, as annual reminders of what God has done for us. Believers should cultivate in their families significance of these holy days as commanded by The Lord. These serve as reminders to the older people and as learning experiences for the younger ones.
“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, on the first day of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation.” And it came to pass that in the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month that the tabernacle was reared up (Ex. 40:2, 17).
(Num. 9:1-5). And The Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying “let the children of Israel also keep the Passover at this appointed season. In the fourteenth day of this month at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season; according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.”  And the children of Israel kept the Passover. 
From the Scriptures we continued to learn of the significance of the first month in relation to the workings of the Almighty God. And they departed from Ramses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow after the Passover the children of Israel went out with a high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians (Num. 33: 2, 3). Moses recorded the Israelites’ journey as God had instructed him, providing a record of their spiritual as well as geographical progress. It is required of Believers to make spiritual progress. Have you made spiritual progress lately? Recording your thoughts about God and lessons you have learned over a period of time and be a valuable and to spiritual growth. A record of your spiritual endeavor will let you check up on your progress and avoid repeating past mistakes.
(Josh.4:19). And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho.
(Ezek. 29:17-21).  Again, we see here that in the seven and twentieth year, in the first month, in the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to prophet Ezekiel, after Nebuchadnezzar had finally conquered Tyre after a long and costly 13 year siege (85 to 572 B.C). He had not counted on such an expense, so he went south and conquered Egypt to make up for all he had lost in taking Tyre. The prophecy was given to describe who would bring this punishment to Egypt. God was using Nebuchadnezzar, an evil man, as an instrument of his judgment on Tyre, Judah, and Egypt—evil nations themselves. However, when Babylon did not recognize God’s help, he judged it too. In that day will I cause the horn of the house of Israel to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening of the mouth in the midst of them; and they shall know that I am the LORD. This is a prophecy against Egypt and its allies. Because of the pride and idolatry of the Egyptians, they would be brought down. Egypt’s pharaohs had claimed that they made the Nile—the river on which the entire nation depended. But if God were to dry up the Nile, the nation would be doomed. 
And it came to pass in the eleventh year, in the first month, in the seventh day of the month, that the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and, lo, it shall not be bound up to be healed, to put a roller to bind it, to make it strong to hold the sword. Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; “Behold, I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his arms, the strong, and that which was broken; and I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand. And I will scatter the Egyptians among the nations, and will disperse them through the countries. And I will strengthen the arms of the king of Babylon, and put my sword in his hand: but I will break Pharaoh's arms, and he shall groan before him with the groanings of a deadly wounded man” (Ezek. 30_20-24). This message came in 587 B.C while Jerusalem was under attack from Babylon. Judah had rebelled against Babylon and made an alliance with Egypt in spite of God’s warnings (Jer. 2:36, 37). Pharaoh Hophra made halfhearted attempt to help Jerusalem; but when Nebuchadnezzar’s army turned on him, he fled back to Egypt (Jer. 37_5-7). This defeat is what Ezekiel meant when he said God had broken the arm of Pharaoh. God destroyed Egypt’s military superiority and gave it to Babylon. God allows nations to rise to power to accomplish a particular purpose, often beyond our immediate understanding. Believers are not despair when they read about armies and wars. We mustn’t forget that God our Father in heaven is sovereign and in charge of everything, even military might. Therefore, believers are to pray always that God’s will be done “on earth as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10).
Thus saith the Lord GOD; in the first month, in the first day of the month, thou shalt take a young bullock without blemish, and cleanse the sanctuary: in the first month, in the fourteenth day of the month, ye shall have the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten Ezek. 45:18, 21).
Be glad then, ye children of Zion (God), and rejoice in the LORD your God: for he hath given you the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month (Joel 2:23).
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