Sabbath Day Sermon of October 21, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika-A., Bishop

Jesus Christ the Son Over His Own House

Hebrews Chapter 3
This chapter begins by calling out to the entire Christian community, the “Holy Brethren,” that is, those holy in principle through the new birth and holy in conduct and life that have a heavenly calling, to think about the Apostle of God Almighty and the Priest of our profession as ambassadors of Jesus Christ. We have been consecrated by Jesus sacrificial death, and we share in a “heavenly calling” to follow him into heaven (1 John 2:25). 
Jesus here is called an Apostle of God Almighty, that is, one who is sent on a mission; not only as the apostle, but as the high priest too, of our profession, the chief officer of the Old Testament as well as the New, the head of the Church in every state, and under each dispensation, upon whose satisfaction and intercession we profess to depend for pardon of sin, and acceptance with God. Just as Jesus is the Apostle of God Almighty, so are Christians his apostles working with him on the mission to save the world.
3-5. To the Israelites, Moses was a great hero; he brought their ancestors from Egyptian bondage to the Promised Land. He also wrote down as God Almighty dictated them to him, the first five books of the Old Testament and was the prophet through whom God gave the Law. But Jesus Christ is to be more highly regarded as the central figure of faith than Moses, who was merely a servant. As Moses led the people of Israel out of Egyptian bondage, so Jesus Christ leads his people out of slavery to sin. The question posed here in this passage for those who would not come to Jesus is: why settle for Moses when you can have Jesus Christ, who appointed Moses to write to you about Him in the volumes of the Scripture? (Hebrews 10:7-10).
There is no doubt Moses was faithful to God Almighty’s calling not only to deliver Israel but also to prepare the way for the Messiah (Deuteronomy 18:18, 19); a testimony of these things which were to be spoken after. All the Old Testament believers and prophets served the same way. Thus, knowing the Old Testament is a recommended foundation for understanding the New Testament (Hebrews 10:7-10). The word “Old” does not mean that it is no longer needed. Actually, it is how God Almighty chose to answer the questions many of us ask, “What is this life all about, and why are we here?” My friends, reading and understanding the Old Testament will explain to you what was, what is, and what will be. It will also help you see how God used people to accomplish his purpose, which is to rescue us. How God used events and personalities to illustrate important truths; how through prophets of God Almighty announced the Messiah, and how through the system of sacrifices, he prepared people to understand the Messiah’s work (Daniel 9:25-26).
6-11. Moses was a servant in God’s house, Jesus is the Son and head of the house. Two elements of the passage are contrasted with Jesus, Moses is only a servant in God Almighty’s “house,” the people of God; Jesus is GodAlmighty’s own Son, not just only in the house but over it. In addition, the Son ranks with the founder of the house in the sense that Jesus establishes a new “house” of God Almighty, namely the Christian Community, which must cling to its hope in order to remain God Almighty’s house. The religious sect known as Jews always considered Moses. We urge them now to consider Jesus Christ who made the house of which Moses was only a member. The house is the Church of God Almighty made up of all believers, and Jesus Christ is the Head of that house and the maker of it (Genesis 1).
Each of us personally, as we are the temples of the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ dwells in us by faith; all of us jointly, as we are united by the bonds of graces, truths, ordinances, gospel discipline, and devotions. With a characteristic description of those persons who constitute this house: "If we hold fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of the hope, firmly to the end; that is, if we maintain a bold and open profession of the truths of the Gospel, upon which our hopes of grace and glory are built, and live upon and up to those hopes, so as to have a holy rejoicing in them, which shall abide firm to the end, notwithstanding all that we may meet in so doing.’’
“Today if ye will hear his voice.” What the Psalmist said in Psalm 95:7, the Holy Spirit said conversely, what the Holy Spirit said, the Psalmist said. Thus the Scripture as Jesus Christ was, is both human and divine. However, the ultimate author of the Scripture is the Holy Spirit. As the Psalmist shows, God Almighty created a “rest” for his faithful followers to enter. But the Israelites, who were repeatedly unfaithful in their Exodus journey as many have become today, were excluded from entering it. Yet that rest was a part of God Almighty’s creation, and it remains for those who are faithful to him to enter it. We are here counseled to give a speedy and present attention to the call of Jesus Christ. "Hear his voice, assent to, approve of, and consider, what God in Jesus Christ speaks unto you; apply it to yourselves with suitable affections and endeavors, and set about it this very day, for to-tomorrow it may be too late.’’ What he cautions them against—hardening their hearts, turning the deaf ear to the calls and counsels of Jesus Christ: "When he tells you of the evil of sin, the excellency of holiness, the necessity of receiving him by faith as your Savior, do not shut your ear and heart against such a voice as this.’’ Observe, the hardening of your heart is the spring of all your other sins.
Here, God Almighty reminds us of the continuing openness of this promise by saying through the psalmist king David, centuries after the Exodus, “Oh, that today if you will hear or listen to his voice.” Therefore Christians have the opportunity to enter God Almighty’s rest, and those that will enter must strive to do so by being faithful to finished work of his Son Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ dwells within you as a believer, you can remain courageous and faithful to the end. You are not saved by persevering, but perseverance reveals that your faith is real. My friends, without this enduring faithfulness, you could easily be blown away by the winds of temptation, false teaching, discouragement or persecution.
12-16. “Take heed.” This warning speaks about the kind of sin that kept the Israelite fathers from entering the land of Canaan. If the Israelites repudiated Moses, which they did, and were punished for it, how much more shall we be punished if we spurn Jesus Christ who is greater than Moses? The failure of the Israelites to enter the Promised Land, the rest after their journey, hinges on a particular passage of the Bible Numbers chapter 14, which is clearly alluded to the verses in Hebrews 3: 16 to 19. According to this version of Exodus story, only Joshua and Caleb, and presumably their extended families as well as the women and youth of Israel, actually entered the land of Canaan (Numbers 32:11-12).

God Almighty’s word is alive (John 6:63), “Oh, that today you would hear his voice” and so effective that it penetrates to the innermost parts of a person, forcing one to come to grips with what really matters.  The emphasis on the presentness of the word “Today” is important to the argument, for it shows how the Word of God Almighty in Scripture is regarded as effective in the present, speaking to the reader now and not just them; the Israelites. It is also worth noting of the blending of the three different notions of God Almighty’s “rest” in this passage. The first is the rest of the Promised Land, rest at the end of the desert wanderings of Israel, as implied by the literal meaning of Psalm 95. The second is God Almighty’s own Sabbath rest from his labors in the creation story (Genesis 2:2, 3). The third, and most fundamental for the purposes of the Hebrew, understand God’s rest as the ultimate destiny of his faithful followers in heaven. 

The idea of entering God’s rest as the goal of Christian life implies an image of that life as both labor and a pilgrimage or journey toward a heavenly homeland. If you ask, “What is the danger of unfaithfulness for the Christian? There is a little more to learn about their situation from this passage, which exhortation dominates. The danger is one of succumbing to “the deceit of sin” in such an extreme way as to “forsake the living God Almighty.” It is the risk of apostasy, of so losing faith and hope in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ as to abandon him and the promises he made; by implication to cease to hear the word of his revelation in Scripture or in his Son’s Gospel message. 
Many times the Bible warns us about not to harden our hearts, meaning not to stubbornly set ourselves against God Almighty so that we are no longer able to turn to him for forgiveness. For example, a deep-rooted discouragement could motivate such attitude or a falling away, and that would be consistent with the emphasis in Hebrews on clinging to hope and confidence. Therefore, we ought to be fearful lest any one of you think you have missed his chance of entering. In other words, let us be careful to obey God Almighty’s Word and not allow our hearts to become hardened, and exhort one another to follow through on what God has taught.
One might say I was born into a Christian home, and I have been a Christian all my life, and how in the world would I ever want to walk away from serving God Almighty? My friends, the Scripture says that the heart is deceitful, and could lead a person away from the living God when we stubbornly refused to believe him. What does this mean? It means when you refused to believe in him in all things and in every situation. But if you would persist in your unbelief or in your doubting, God Almighty will eventually leave you alone in your sin. But God Almighty can give you a new heart, new desires, and new spirit if you will commit to obeying him (Ezekiel 36-22-27; 18:21-24).
17-19. God Almighty is grieved only with those who sin against him. As an example, he was grieved by the corporate sins of the whole nation of Israel, as he is right now of the sins of America. When divine patience is exhausted, the judgment must fall. At the heart of all sin is unbelief. To prevent having an unbelieving heart, pray without ceasing, read the Word of God, stay in fellowship with other believers, talk daily about your mutual faith, and encourage one another with love and concern. 
The Israelites failed to enter the Promised Land because they did not believe in God’s protection. They did not believe God would help them conquer the land (Numbers chapters 14-15). So God sent them into the wilderness to wander for 40 years, an unhappy alternative to the wonderful gift he had planned for them. Lack of trust in God Almighty always prevents us from receiving his best. If you have not received God Almighty’s best yet, check within yourself, especially your attitude when things do not go your way: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9).
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