Sabbath Sermon of October 29, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus Tells the Church About the End of All things!

Matthew Chapter 24
In the Bible both the Old and New Testament contain prophecy. Some of them were literally fulfilled in 70 A. D. when Titus and the Roman legions captured Jerusalem. Josephus, the Jewish historian, describes the taking of the city in some detail in his Wars of the Jews, Books V and VI. After A.D. 70, Jerusalem was trodden down of the Gentiles (Luke. 21:24).

Some think the recent occupation of Israel by the Jews and their control of Jerusalem marks the end of the Gentile control and the fulfillment of this prophetic word. However, if what we read from the Jewish author Arthur Koestler’s book “The Thirteenth Tribe” is true, that more than majority of those occupying and governing Jerusalem today are originally Khazarian Gentiles, then Jerusalem is still being trodden down of the Gentiles in our day. Until the period of Gentile triumph ends in God’s good time, Jerusalem was to be trodden down by the Gentiles for this period of time. This implies that an end will come when Jerusalem will be restored to the Abrahamic Hebrews. Others believe this prophecy remains to be fulfilled at the coming of The Lord Jesus Christ (Zech. 12:6-13)

Those who hold the later view usually tie the words of Daniel, and Jesus to those of Paul in 2 Thess. 2:8-12, in which he speaks about the man of sin (Dan 9: 27).  Paul definitely relates it to the second coming of Jesus. However, other prophecies await fulfillment. The Book of Revelation contains much prophecy, which yet remains to be fulfilled.

The Door Signs by Jesus Christ

Matthew 24:1-51.

In this passage Jesus’ disciples asked him two questions:
(1)        When shall these things be? i.e., the destruction of the temple buildings;
(2)        What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world?

Jesus replied by saying: “Take heed that no man deceive you. “In other words, do not let anyone tell you otherwise on what I am about to tell you. You are responsible for your learning (Act. 17:11), be prudent and be certain to search every spirit if it is of God. For many shall come in my name, saying I am Christ, I am a minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ or that Jesus sent them, but most of these will be self appointed and they will misrepresent my Word. Many would take advantage of your love for me and for the things of God and will try to mislead you. You must therefore, strive to search out and learn my true Word and keep them. The fact is that whenever we look for signs we become very susceptible to being deceived. There are many” false prophets” around with counterfeit (chakra-kundalini) signs of spiritual power and authority. The only sure way to keep from being deceived is to focus on Jesus Christ and his words. Let us not look for special signs or at other people. Look at Jesus Christ and know that you have eternal life.

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, and nations shall rise against each other: but I tell you these things now so you know what is to come. Some of these upheavals will come as a result of God’s judgment of the sins of nations. As nations shall be used to judge the sins of other nations.

There will be a renewed wave of planned persecutions against the believers in all nations, but this will be the beginning of the evil that shall come upon the people of the earth. Be careful that you do not become one of those who would be offended during this period of persecution, thinking, why is God allowing these things to happen, and then fall into the temptation of rejecting your salvation in Christ Jesus. Some Christians especially in the Western Countries may not be acutely experiencing persecution now, but Christians in other parts of the world are.  As you hear about Christians suffering for their faith, remember that they are your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. We must continue to pray for them. Ask God in your prayer what you can do to help them in their troubles. When one part of the body suffers, the whole body suffers. But when all the parts join together to ease the suffering, the whole body benefits (1 Cor. 12:26).
Jesus now tells Believers that as his followers, they would be severely persecuted by those who hated what he stood for. In the midst of terrible persecution, however, they could have hope, knowing that salvation was theirs. Times of trial serve to sift true Christians from false or fair-weather Christians. When you are pressured to give up and turn your back on Jesus Christ, do not do it. Remember the benefits of endurance, and continue to live for Jesus Christ.  Believers are to remember Jesus’ words that before his return, the Gospel of the Kingdom (the message of salvation) would be preached throughout the world. This was the disciples” mission—and it is ours as believers today.

The Old Testament frequently mentions false prophets (Jer. 23:16: Ezek. 13:2; Micah 3:5). They were people who claimed to receive messages from God, but who preached a “health and wealth” message. They tell the people only what they wanted to hear, even when the nation was not following God as it should. In His day, Jesus spoke about these false prophets, and we have them to day. Here Jesus tells the Church about these many false prophets who shall rise, and shall deceive many.” One of the door signs is the emergence of the prophets of the antichrist in our time. Some of these false prophets will come in several different forms as we observe today: some as university professors, false preachers, pastors, evangelists; psychiatrists, psychologists, medical doctors, you are all gods’ speakers at seminars, speakers on mysteries of the ancient religions and Self-Esteem Project/Quest/Etc.  These false prophets will be instrumental in deceiving and drafting in the masses into the several Luciferian brotherhood organizations that are already in place, by means of false teachings, miracles and signs, system change and controls; through business connections, careers, opportunities and associations; the infiltration of associations, religious organizations and educational institutions. Because false teaching and loose morals comes a particularly destructive disease—the loss of true love for God and others. Sin cools your love for God and others by turning your focus on yourself. You cannot truly love if you think only of yourself. However, believers who will endure, those who would hold their grounds until relieved; until the day of their rapture will be redeemed.  Click here to view the antichrist network.

"And because iniquity and abomination shall abound the love of many shall wax cold." The falling away from the faith by so many believers, probably in attempting to save their material lives, and some in pursuit of material things as iniquity abounds. In the midst of persecution even strong believers will find it difficult to be loyal to Jesus Christ. The love of many who call me Lord today will grow cold during the end times and during the great persecution. But all, at one time, had love and were hot in their affection for the things of God.  No one can become cold who has not first been hot, and no one can lose love who has not first had it. This is a serious warning to believers as the end of the age approaches (Matt. 24:12, 13). Because false teaching and loose morals comes a particularly destructive disease—the loss of true love for God and others. Sin cools your love for God and others by turning your focus on yourself. You cannot truly love if you think only of yourself. To keep from being deceived by false messiahs, we must understand that Jesus’ return will be unmistakable (Mark 13:25); no one will doubt that it is The Lord. 
“When ye therefore shall see he abomination of desolation, spoken by Daniel the prophet stand in the holy place,” this type of worship of pagan gods will take place in the new Jerusalem temple when “Jewish universal Pope” will sit in the temple declaring himself to be god, as a deliberate attempt to mock and deny the reality of God’s presence. But in his estate shall he honor the God of forces: and a god whom his fathers knew not shall he honor with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things (Dan.11:38).  A down payment of Daniel’s prophecy came true in 168 B.C. when Antiochus Epiphanies sacrificed a pig to Zeus  on the sacred Temple altar (Dan 9:27; 11:30, 31). Jesus words were remembered in A.D. 70, when Titus placed an idol on the site of the burned Temple after destroying Jerusalem.  In the end times the Antichrist will set up a statue to himself and order everyone to worship it. (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev.13:14, 15). These are all “abominations” that mock God.
Immediately after the tribulation of those days; i.e., a period God will allow for the evil one, the son of perdition to do all he could do to mock God and against his people, then will the end game begin. Thereafter will the heavens dispose itself of the stars in the sky, and the sun will be turned off to get the attention of everyone on earth to watch the greatest show that will ever be presented. The Angels will lead the procession as the Lord Jesus appears in the sky, at the sound of a trumpet, purposefully to gather all the remnants of the elect; the 144,000 that will make it out of the great tribulation. 

The coming of Jesus Christ will be obvious to everyone; the people of the earth will morn because unbelievers will suddenly realize they have chosen the wrong side. Everything they have scoffed about will be happening, and it will be too late for them. The coming of Jesus will be swift and sudden. There will be no opportunity for last-minute repentance or bargaining. The choice you have already made will determine your eternal destiny (John 3:18; Dan 12:2-3). Jesus purpose in telling the Church about his return is not to stimulate predictions and calculations about the date, but to warn us to be prepared at all times. Brothers and sisters be ready to go home with Jesus when he comes? The only safety is to obey him today and every day (Matt.24:46). For those who would choose to sit and wait, doing nothing; seeking self serving pleasure; using The Lord’s tarry as an excuse not to do God’s work of building his Kingdom, Jesus warns that His coming will take them by surprise, then will they be counted among those who shall be whipped and sent off to the Judgment to be condemned and then cast into the lake of fire where “Weeping and Gnashing” of teeth will be their portion. Some have been preaching that God will never send anyone to hell to be punished for ever; well we have heard from The Lord Jesus himself that those who would miss the mark will be imprisoned where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. When people weep and gnash their teeth, it is obvious they are not dead (Matt. 24:51; Luke 13:28). 

This is the more reason it is good that we do not know exactly when Jesus will return. If we knew the precise date, we might be tempted to be lazy in our work for Jesus Christ. Again, some might choose to keep sinning and then turn to God right at the last minute, so they can get into the Kingdom of heaven. However, heaven is not our only goal; we have work to do down here on earth for the Kingdom of Heaven. Believers should keep on doing it until death or until we see the unshakeable return of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, the Lord relates his coming to the preaching of the gospel to all the world. So long as Jesus tarries, the Great Commission has not been fully carried out. The call to the Church to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ to all the world cannot be more clearer in this passage.

“This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24:34). In the sense that Jerusalem was destroyed in A. D. 70, Christ’s contemporaries did live to the fulfillment of that prophecy 40 years later. However, in the later days the generation refers to those living at the time of the beginning of the signs characterizing the end times—they will live to see the fulfillment of the remaining prophecies.

Reference: ‘The Jewish King and Universal Pope” (see Protocols #17). http://www.biblebelievers.org.au/przion6.htm#Protocol  No. 17
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