Sabbath Sermon of April 16, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Passover
Exodus Chapter 12

There was only one Passover. The Passover feast has always been one of the primary elements of Hebrew Israelite tradition and is their way of remembering the “pass over” by The Lord God sparing the people of a visit by “the destroyer.” By celebrating it, Hebrew Israelites remember one of the key elements of their history. This feast points to their identity and to their deliverance as a people of faith in the only one Almighty God. It was a defining moment of their faith. For the true Christians, the event clearly foreshadows the cross of Jesus Christ. He is our Passover Lamb who delivers us from death by taking it all on Himself (Rom 5:11). The parallels between Exodus 12 and the true Christian Communion service are noteworthy (1 Cor. 11:23, 26). 

v. 2-4. Unto you the beginning of months: The first month of the year. God ordained that the calendar year should start with the month Nissan. This month, called Abib in Ex. 13:4 which in the secular calendar would be the later part of March and first part of April is called Nissan in the Hebrew calendar. The Hebrew people began to mark time in relation to the time of their departure, as the Lord God had commanded to be their beginning of months. The ordinance consisted of three parts that are foundational to God’s deliverance of the Israelites: (1) the killing and eating of the paschal lamb (v. 1–6, 8-11), (2) the sprinkling of the blood upon the door-posts, spoken of as a distinct thing (Heb. 11:28), and peculiar to this first Passover (v. 7), with the reason for it (v. 13), (3) the feast of unleavened bread for seven days following; this points rather at what was to be done afterwards, in the observance of this ordinance. 
This institution was handed down to the people, and they are instructed in the observance: this first Passover, and of the after Passovers, and the Israelites’ obedience to these orders. Not one of all the providences of God concerning the Hebrew church was more illustrious, or is more frequently mentioned, than the deliverance of the children of Israel out of Egypt.  The firstborn of the Egyptians are slain, and Pharaoh orders for the Children of Israel to be discharged immediately (v. 31–33). They begin their march loaded with their own belongings and enriched with the spoils of Egypt (v. 34-36), Attended with a mixed multitude, and put to their shifts for present supply (v. 37-39). The event is dated and the physical symbol was designed to remind us of the inner reality of making God’s law the guiding rule of all we do (v. 40–42). Lastly, a recapitulation in the close, of this memorable ordinance, with some additions (v. 43–49), of this memorable providence (v. 50, 51).
v. 5. Without blemish. Sacrifice was not a way to get rid of unwanted animals. Only the very best lambs were suitable. The Passover lamb sacrificed for the Israelites were meant as a picture of the coming death of the perfect sinless Savior, Yeshua [Jesus Christ] (Isa. 53). The sacrificial lamb has to be perfect and its blood was offered as atonement. The lamb was a substitute for the offender. To the Christians, Jesus Christ who is the root of David was perfect Lamb of God, offered his own blood as our substitute. He delivered us from the tyranny of our sin as God delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor. The word translated here as “lamb” can also mean “kid” as baby goat. 
To the Christian, the paschal lamb was typical. Jesus Christ is our Passover, 1 Cor. 5:7. It was to be a lamb; and Yeshua [Jesus Christ] is the Lamb of God (John. 1:29), often in the Revelation called the Lamb, meek and innocent as a lamb, dumb before the shearers, before the butchers. It was to be a male of the first year (v. 5), in its prime; Jesus offered up himself in the midst of his days, not in infancy with the babes of Bethlehem. It denotes the strength and sufficiency of the Lord Jesus, on whom our help was laid.
The judge that condemned him (as if his trial were only like the scrutiny that was made concerning the sacrifices, whether they were without blemish or not) pronounced him innocent. In verses 3 and 6 the Lord commanded that they take to themselves every family a lamb. It was to be set apart four days before, denoting the designation of the Lord Jesus to be a Savior, both in the purpose and in the promise. It is very observable that as Yeshua [Jesus Christ] was crucified at the Passover, so he solemnly entered into Jerusalem four days before, the very day that the paschal lamb was set apart. It was to be slain, and roasted with fire (v. 6-9), denoting the exquisite sufferings of the Lord Jesus, even unto death, the death of the cross. The wrath of God is as fire, and Jesus was made a curse for us.  It was to be killed by the whole congregation between the two evenings, that is, between three o’clock and six. The servant Jesus Christ suffered in the end of the world (Heb. 9:26), by the hand of the people who needed him so much. He was handed over that he may be put to death for our sins, the whole multitude representing all of us (Luke. 23:18), and for the good of all his spiritual Israel.  Not a bone of it must be broken (v. 46), which is expressly said to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ (John. 19:33, 36), denoting the unbroken strength of the Lord Jesus—he was the true Passover Lamb.  When his side was pierced, blood and water came out, indicating that he was already dead. Only blood would have flowed from a living body. 
The sprinkling of the blood was typical in that the blood of the lamb was shed, but it must be sprinkled, denoting the application of the merits of Jesus Christ’s death to our souls by his blood he shed for us; we must receive the atonement, (Rom. 5:11).  The blood was to be sprinkled with a bunch of hyssop (v. 22) dipped in the basin. The everlasting new covenant, like the basin (Jer. 31:31), in the conservatory of this blood, the benefits and privileges purchased by it are laid up for us there. 

Faith is the bunch of hyssop by which we apply the promises to ourselves and the benefits of the blood of Jesus Christ laid up in them. It was to be sprinkled upon the door-posts, denoting the protection of God we receive when we make our Christian profession open; we are to make our faith in Jesus Christ, and obedience to him, as those that are not ashamed to own our dependence upon him. The mark of the beast may be received on the forehead or in the right hand, but the seal of the Lamb is always in the forehead of those who are faithful to him, (Rev. 7:3). There may be a back-way to hell, but there is no back-way to heaven; no, the only way to heaven is the high-way, the way of holiness: Isa. 35:8. 
The blood was to be sprinkled upon the lintel and the sideposts, but not upon the threshold, which cautions us to take heed of trampling under foot the blood of the covenant, (Heb. 10:29). It is precious blood, and must be precious to us. Jesus came as the Father promised to remove the first covenant that he may establish the second covenant (Jer. 31: 31-33; Heb. 10: 9).
The blood, thus sprinkled, was a means of the preservation of the Israelites from the destroying angel, who had nothing to do where ever the blood was present. If the blood of Jesus Christ be sprinkled upon our consciences, it will be our protection from the wrath of God, the curse of the law, and the damnation of hell, because we have now become Christ’s (Rom. 8:1-4). The solemnly eating of the lamb was typical of our gospel-duty to Christ. The paschal lamb was killed, not to be looked upon only, but to be fed upon; so we must by faith make Christ ours, as we do that which we eat, and we must receive spiritual strength and nourishment from him, as from our food, and have delight and satisfaction in him, as we have in eating and drinking when we are hungry or thirsty (John. 6:53–55).  Noting was to be left of it; it was to be all eaten. Those that by faith feed upon Jesus Christ must feed upon all of Jesus Christ; they must take Christ and his yoke, Christ and his cross, as well as Christ and his crown. If we gather much of Christ we would have nothing over.  It was to be eaten immediately, not deferred till morning. Today Christ is offered, and all peoples and nations are invited to the feast of the Lord; it is to be accepted while the invitation lasts, before you sleep the sleep of death at which point the invitation will be of no use to you. Nothing can change the fate of a dead man or woman, but only the dreadful judgment before the white throne waits all who rejected Jesus Christ during their life time (Deut. 18:18, 19; Heb. 9:27, 28)
The feast of unleavened bread with bitter herbs. The Passover meal is full of symbolism; the unleavened bread reminded them that the first Passover was eaten in haste ready for flight. The feast of unleavened bread. This feast must be distinguished from the Passover; although they are closely connected. The Passover was celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first Hebrew month; the feast of unleavened bread began the fifteenth day and lasted for seven days. Thus they constituted a double celebration, as did the Day of Atonement and the feast of Tabernacles. To the Christians it should remind us to hasten up and be always ready to bring the message of salvation to the unsaved people of the world.  The bitter herbs were a reminder of the bitterness of the 430 years of slavery from which they were rescued. It should remind Christians the bitterness of slavery to sin from which they were delivered through the blood of Jesus Christ. 
“I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite firstborn children of Egypt.” The term “token” can mean a reminder, memorial, or symbol, as it does here, or a miracle that points to the power of God, and ready he is always to use it in defense of believers.  These deaths of Egyptian firstborn included attacks on their livestock and their gods. Dreadful work was made this night in Egypt; all the first-born both of man and beast were slain, and judgment executed upon the gods of Egypt. The idols which the Egyptians worshipped were destroyed, those of metal melted, those of wood consumed, and those of stone broken to pieces. “The Lord is greater than all gods.” The same angel that destroyed their first-born demolished their idols, which were no less dear to them (Num. 33:4). 

The Lord smote all the first born in Egypt. To the Christians, in Passover we have a summary of God’s eternal plan of salvation, Jesus Christ, the final sacrifice, was killed at the time of the Passover feast; His blood provides salvation from eternal death. If you haven’t noticed before now, here we have note the similarities between the first and final Passover (1) the blood of an innocent sacrifice must be shed. (2) The sacrifice must be blameless and (3) the shed blood must be applied by faith.
Some further precepts are here given concerning the Passover, as it should be observed in times to come. All the congregation of Israel must keep it. All that share in God’s mercies should join in thankful praises for them. Though it was observed in families apart, yet it is looked upon as the act of the whole congregation; for the smaller communities constituted the greater. The New-Testament Passover, the Lord’s Supper, ought not to be neglected by any who are capable of celebrating it. He is unworthy the name of an Israelite that can contentedly neglect the commemoration of so great a deliverance. No stranger to the faith in God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob or that was uncircumcised might be admitted to eat of it. None might sit at the table but those that came in by the door of his or her own will to the faith in The Lord God Almighty); nor may any now approach to the improving ordinance of the Lord’s Supper who have not first submitted to the salvation of our God through Yeshua [Jesus Christ]. We must be born again by the Word of God so we can be nourished by it. Nor shall any partake of the benefit of Christ’s sacrifice, or feast upon it, who is not first circumcised at heart, (Col. 2:11). Any stranger that was circumcised might be welcome to eat of the Passover, even servants. Anyone by circumcision, would make themselves members of the community of God, they were welcome to share in the joy of its solemn feasts, and not otherwise. 

Only it is intimated that if in sincerity, and with that zeal which the feast requires and deserves, we give up ourselves to God, we shall, with ourselves; give up all we have to him, and do our utmost that all ours may be his too. In verse 49 we noted of an early indication of God’s favor to the Gentiles that the stranger, if circumcised, stands upon the same level with the home-born Israelite. One law for both Israelites and Gentiles. This was mortification [embarrassment] to the Israelites, and taught them that it was their dedication to God, not their descent from Abraham, that entitled them to their privileges. A sincere proselyte [Gentile] was as welcome to the Passover as a native Israelite, (Isa. 56:6, 7; Num. 9:14; Acts 11:18; 26:23; Rom. 3:9, 29; Matt 12: 18, 21; Col. 2:16). 
Therefore, “The Lord’s proclamation about observing the feasts and keeping the Sabbath holy; the “days of seven, the multiple of sevens which is the feast of Weeks/Pentecost, and also the feast of Passover and the feast of Tabernacles, are for His Children to keep in practice and not in words or mere reading of references of these in the Bible verses.” saith The Lord of Hosts. If you call yourself a child of God, then you must keep His feasts and holy days.
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