Sabbath Sermon of April 23, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

God Is Victorious Over Evil

Let us sing unto the LORD a new song; for he has done marvelous things, and has given us victory over our oppressors. The praise we give to our Father in heaven during the feast of Passover week celebration for what He had done in the deliverance of his people which foreshadows the coming of God to rule his people. Jesus fulfilled the first part of God’s redemptive plan for mankind when he came to save all people from their sins, and he will come again to judge the world. God is both perfectly loving and perfectly just. He is merciful when he punishes, and he overlooks no sin when he loves. Let us praise him for his promise to save us and to return again to take us home, so that where he is, there we will be with him forever.
Although God reveals himself and his love through nature and the Bible, there are many who decide to ignore or reject him and pursue goals they believe are more important. The Bible makes it clear that these people are idol worshippers because they give their highest loyalty to something other than God. One day we will stand before God in all his glory and power. How foolish our earthly pursuits will be then! 
If you are among those people who think they have gotten everything under control, for that you don’t need God in your life, I would advise you to call to Jesus today and he will save you. He is our appointed advocate by the Father, and he will bring you before our Father in heaven, and will present you as a son or daughter.
After we are reconciled to our Father through Jesus Christ, then will a sincere desire to please God result in an alignment of our desires with God’s desires. You will begin to love what God loves and hate what God hates. If you love the Lord, you will hate evil. On the other hand, if you do not despise the actions of people who take advantage of others, if you admire people who only look out for themselves, or if you envy those who get ahead using any means to accomplish their ends, then your primary desire in life is not to please Almighty God. Learn to live God’s way and hate evil in every form—not only the obvious sins but also the socially acceptable ones and abominations.
What exactly keeps us from God’s ultimate blessings? Our unthankful hearts, not listening, hardening our hearts, doubt, unforgiving hearts to name a few.  In Hebrews 4:5-11, we are encouraged  not to harden our hearts, but to reject the glamour of sin and anything else that would lead us away from our Father in heaven.

God the Father in heaven is our creator, we did not create ourselves. However, if anyone wants to bring in their evolution lies and nonsense into this, then I must tell you that even the devil knows God created all of us including himself (Job 1:6,7). So if God is our creator, why do many people live as though they are the creator and center of their own little world?  This mind-set leads to a greedy possessiveness and, if everything should be taken away, a loss of hope itself.  Make sure you think about this real hard, this has happened to a lot of people in their lives, “everything gone with the wind” and it could happen to you. When it does happen, what would you do then? Go get some more? At what cost? My friends turning to God will always be your best bet. So I would suggest you come to God now and save yourself of the awful thought of losing it all and without hope. Our only hope is to make it to heaven to be with our Father forever, and don’t you get too busy with the world affairs or in your career and miss the first resurrection. You don’t want to know what awaits those whose names would not be found in the book of life at the sound of the last trumpet of God; at the first resurrection when Jesus Christ returns.
But when we realize that God created us and gives us all we have, we will want to give to others as God has given to us. (2Cor. 9:8) Then, even if all is lost, we still have God and all he gives us. If we believe God is great, we cannot help telling others about him. The best witnessing happens when our hearts are full of appreciation for what he has done. God has chosen to use us to “declare” his wonders in his message of salvation among all people.”

Praise from the bottom of our hearts to our great Father God in heaven should overflow from our lips as it does from his creation. How well we do telling others about Gods greatness, depends on how great we believe God is, and what he has done for us through his only begotten Son Jesus Christ. Don’t forget our God is not finished with you yet as long as you are alive. Call to Jesus now and he will save you!
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