Sabbath Sermon of April 2nd, 2011.
By Chika Flint

Jesus: His Origin and Infancy

Matthew Chapter 1

The line from which Yehoshua [Jesus] came was not totally Israelite. There were female Gentiles who were married to Israelite males. This is true of most people who are Hebrew; they are Hebrew Israelites through their father and not through their mother. So the custom of being a Hebrew Israelite because one’s mother is Israelite is not supported in the Scriptures, and it is not Israelite. Taking for example the generation of Yehoshua [Jesus], Thamar was apparently a Canaanite, Ruth, the wife of Booz and the great grandmother of King David, was a Moabite. It is believed that Rachab was the Gentile harlot of Joshua 2:1 (Heb. 11:31). Bathsheba the mother of Solomon is not mentioned by name. She is called the wife, or widow, of Urias who was a Hittite; for in Jesus Christ there is neither Greek, nor Jew; those that are strangers and foreigners are welcome, in Christ, to the citizenship of the saints. Therefore, believers ought not to upbraid people with the scandals of their ancestors; it is what they cannot help, and has been the lot of the best, even of our Lord Jesus himself. We are to judge people on their own deeds and not on the deeds of their ancestors.
Two genealogies of Jesus appear in the Gospels one in Matthew and one in Luke. The difference in the narratives can be explained by the fact that Matthew records the genealogy of Joseph as the legal, not the natural, father of Jesus. Luke traces the genealogy of Jesus through Mary, his mother, which accounts for an almost completely different set of ancestors from Heli to David (Luke 3:23-31). Heli was Joseph’s father-in-law, Mary’s name is not mentioned before Heli’s because Hebrew Israelites did not trace genealogy through a female. Because Mary was virgin when she was conceived of the Holy Spirit, Matthew lists Joseph only as the husband of Mary, not the father of Jesus. Matthews’s genealogy gives Jesus’ legal (or royal) lineage through Joseph. Mary’s ancestral line is recorded in Luke. Both Mary and Joseph were direct descendants of King David.
Her husband, i.e., to whom she was engaged to at the time “her fiancé,” a just man, i.e., “a man of stern principle.” There were three steps in Israelite marriage. First, the two families agreed to the union. Second, a public announcement was made. At this point known as betrothal, the woman was said to be “espoused” to the man. An Israelite betrothal could only be broken only by death or a divorce; (even though sexual relations were not permitted). Third the couple was married and began living together. An engaged girl who was pregnant by some other man was stoned to death as an adulteress (Deut. 22:23-34). Joseph was about to put Mary away quietly in order to avoid public scandal. 

While Joseph thought on these things, in his perplexity he did not wish to make decision in haste. It is better to consider a matter beforehand than to take time to repent later. He did not yet know the divine facts in the case, and verse 19 makes it clear that the thought of putting Mary away meant he believed her to be guilty of adultery. But he did not want to make her a public example. He must have suffered, thinking his beloved to be is one who had broken faith with him. However, when God’s angel told him in a dream what to do and that his wife to be was innocent, he was prompt in his obedience and took Mary to wife. The blessed virgin was protected—so that men said, “Is he not the son of the carpenter?” rather than, “Is he not the son of a harlot?”
Jesus is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Yehoshua. It means “Yehovah is salvation.” The Son of God, born of Mary, is Yehovah God the Savior.

The birth of Jesus was a literal fulfillment of Isa. 7:14. The Greek word for virgin, parthnos, is found in the standard Greek translation of Isaiah. Jesus uniqueness consisted in the fact that he had no human father. He was conceived in the womb of Mary, who had never known a man, by the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. By the Holy Spirit was born the sinless God-man.
More than 400 years had passed since the last Old Testament prophecies, but the faith of the Hebrew Israelites all over the world were still awaiting the Messiah (Luke 3:15). Matthew wrote this book to Hebrew Israelites, Jews and Gentiles to present Jesus as King and Messiah, the promised descendant of David who would reign forever (Isa. 11:1-5). This Gospel of Matthew links the Old Covenant and the New Covenant as was prophesied by Jeremiah (Jer. 31: 31-35). 
Jesus entered history when the land of Israel was controlled by Rome and considered an insignificant outpost of the vast and mighty Roman Empire. The presence of Roman soldiers in Israel although it gave the Israelites and the Jews military peace, but at the price of oppression slavery, injustice, and immorality. Into this kind of world came the promised Messiah as prophesied by Daniel (Dan 9:20-26; John 1:41; Isa. 55:4).
As we saw earlier this genealogy was one of the most interesting ways Matthew could begin a book for a Hebrew Israelite and Jews audience. Because a person’s family line proved his or her standing as one of God’s chosen people. Matthew begins by showing that Jesus was a descendant of Abraham, the father of all Hebrew Israelites, and a direct descendant of David, fulfilling the old covenant and prophecies about the Messiah’s line. The facts of this ancestry were carefully preserved. This is the first of many proofs recorded by Matthew to show that Jesus is the true Messiah. Though it was beginning to be despaired. This son of David, and son of Abraham, who was to be the glory of his Father’s house, was born when the seed of Abraham was a despised people, recently become tributary to the Roman yoke, and when the house of David was buried in obscurity; for Christ was to be a root out of a dry ground.
The design is to prove that our Lord Jesus is the son of David, and the son of Abraham, and therefore of that nation and family out of which the Messiah was to arise. Abraham and David were, in their day, the great trustees of the promise relating to the Messiah. The promise of the blessing was made to Abraham and his seed, of the dominion to David and his seed; and they who would have an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the son of Abraham, in whom all the families of the earth are to be blessed, must be faithful, loyal subjects to him as the son of David, by whom all the families of the earth are to be ruled. It was promised to Abraham that Christ should descend from him (Gen. 12:3; 22:18), and to David that he should descend from him (2 Sa. 7:12; Ps. 89:3, etc.; 132:11); and therefore, unless it can be proved that Jesus is a son of David, and a son of Abraham, we cannot admit him to be the Messiah. Thank God that Jesus has been proven to be the son of David who was the son of Abraham.
In the first 17 verses we are introduced to 46 people whose lifetimes span of 2000 years. All were ancestors of Jesus, but they varied considerably in personality, spiritually, and experience. Some where heroes of faith—like Abraham, Isaac, Ruth, and David. Some had shady reputations—like Rachab and Thamar. Many were very ordinary—like Estrom, Aram, Maason, and Achim. And others were evil—like Manasses and Abia. God’s work in history is not limited by human failures or sins, and he works through ordinary people. Just as God uses all kinds today to accomplish his will. And God wants to use you if you will obey Him.
Matthew traced the genealogy back to Abraham, while Luke traced it back to Adam. Matthew wrote to the House of Israel and Jews, so Jesus as the Savior of all people. Matthew breaks Israel’s history into three sets of 14 generations. Each of the 14 generations began with a promise of the Messiah our King and High Priest.
If you ask why is the virgin birth important to the Christian faith? This is why: Jesus Christ, God’s son, had to be free from the contamination of sinful nature passed on to all other human beings by Adam. Because he was born of a woman he was a human being; but because he was the Son of God, he was born without any trace of human sin. Because he was born fully human and fully divine he was able to take away our sins by his death and resurrection. Again, because he lived as a man, we know that he fully understands our experiences and struggles. (Heb. 4:15-16). Because he is God, he has the power and authority to deliver us from sin (Col. 2:13-15; John 14:7-11). We can tell Him all our thoughts, feelings, and needs. He has been where we are now and he has the ability to help in every way.
v. 21. Jesus came to earth to save us because we cannot save ourselves from sin’s consequences. Jesus did not come to help people save themselves; he came to be their Savior from the power and penalty of sin. You should be thanking God for sending Jesus to die on the cross for your sins, and then ask him to take control of your life. If you will do this today, your new life begins at that moment. The only way to show that you love Him, is if you continue to do his commandments; when you do, He will ask the Father to give you the Holy Spirit (John 15:14-18). “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day,” says The Lord Jesus (John 6:44). 
Jesus was to be called Emmanuel (God with us) as prophesied by Isaiah the prophet (Isa. 7:14; 9:6, 7). Jesus was God in the flesh; this God was literally among us. Through the Holy Spirit, God is present today in the life of every believer. Perhaps not even prophet Isaiah understood how far reaching the meaning of “Emmanuel” would be in our time and beyond.
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