Sabbath Sermon of August 6, 2011.
Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Demand for Signs in the Skies

Matthew Chapter 16.

Wonder of wonders! The Pharisees and Sadducees were wholly in disagreement with each other on virtually every matter. But they were companions in crime and friends in their opposition to Jesus Christ. No matter how diverse are the views of those who cling to error, they will always get together to persecute those who hold the truth. 
4-11. The Pharisees and Sadducees were persistent in asking for a supernatural sign from heaven to confirm Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah. They had already dismissed his miracles as sleight of hand, coincidence, or use of evil power. Here Jesus says that no sign would be given them except the sign of Jonah. He refused to give them a sign then, but it may be inferred that the mention of Jonah pointed toward his own death and resurrection as the great sign of the future. But even this sign, the greatest of them all, was not accepted by many Sadducees and Pharisees even today in their generations, as we learn later in the Book of Acts. The question for you is do you doubt Jesus Christ because you have not seen a miracle? Do you expect God to prove himself to you personally before you believe? Jesus says, “Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed” (John 26:29). We have all the miracles recorded in the Old and New Testament, 2000 years of church history, and the witness of thousands. With all this evidence, those who won’t believe are either too proud or too stubborn. All anyone needs is to simply step forward in faith and believe, then you will begin to see the miracles God can do in your life!
12-17. “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.” Using the putting of leaven into bread for example, Jesus warns against wrong teaching. Leaven or yeast is put into bread to make it rise, and it takes only a little to affect a whole batch of dough. Jesus used yeast as an example of how a small amount of evil can affect a large group of people. In the same way that the liberal teachings by the false teachers of our day have been leading people away from God, the wrong teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees were leading many people astray. Beware of the tendency to say, “How can this little wrong possibly affect anyone? Paul warns, “let him who thinks he is standing, take heed before he falls (1 Cor. 10:12).
Here Jesus entered the city of Caesarea Philippi which was located several miles north of the Sea of Galilee, in the territory ruled by the tetrarch Philip the half brother of Antipas. In Caesarea the influence of Greek and Roman culture was everywhere, and pagan temples and idols abound, and it was while in this city that Jesus asked his disciple, saying “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” His disciples answered Jesus’ question with the common view—that Jesus was one of the great prophets come to life. This belief may have stemmed from Deuteronomy 18:18, when God said he would raise up a prophet from among his people. Yes, Jesus said to his disciples you have told me what other people say of me, “But whom say ye that I am?" Peter, however, confessed Jesus as divine and as the promised and long awaited Messiah. If Jesus asked you this question how would you answer? Is he your Lord and Messiah?  Therefore, it is justly expected that those who enjoy greater plenty of the means of knowledge and grace than others, should have a more clear and distinct knowledge of the things of God than others.
v. 16-23. Christ is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew Messiah, “We have found the Messiah“(John 1:41, 45). The word means that Jesus is the anointed one, the promised redeemer who will save men from sin. Strangely enough, verse 17 has been erroneously used to support the notion that the church is founded on Peter. Such a view overlooks an important element in the Greek text. Jesus Christ was making a play on words. He first said, “thou are Peter” (Greek, Petra—which means rock or “rockman”), and then he said, “upon this rock” (Greek, Petra--which also means rock but is morphologically [structurally] feminine). Two views of Jesus Christ’s words on this have been advanced. One is that when he said, “upon this rock I will build my church.” He pointed to himself as being that rock—and on that he would build the church. The other view is that Jesus Christ’s statement indicates that the rock was Peter’s confession that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of the living God—and on that would he build his church. In either case it was Jesus Christ upon whom the church was built. In Ephesians 2:20, Paul says that the church is “built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.” Whatever many have been the role of the apostles and prophets, Jesus, the chief cornerstone, was the one on whom the church was founded. In all he was simply speaking about his church that would carry the new message of salvation to the four corners of the earth. Because Jesus Christ is the all-powerful one, the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (the church). All authority belongs to the ascended Jesus Christ, who reigns in glory over the church.
The keys of the kingdom, here given to Peter were also given to all the apostles and to the church for all ages. The power of the keys does not allow the possessor to forgive sins himself or by his word. The phrase “shall be bound . . . shall have been loosed” It is heaven itself that does the binding and the loosing. Apostles and ministers of the gospel can announce the binding and loosing which must be in consonant with the will of God as it is not in their power to initiate them. In Matt. 18:18 and John 20:23 Jesus Christ bestows the power of the keys to all the apostles, not to Peter alone. Peter did use this power in Acts 2 when he proclaimed the good news and assured the hearers that their sins would be forgiven if they repented. But he did not say nor could he say, “I forgive your sins.” Only God can forgive sins. So when the Pope told his followers to come to him with their sins, and not to God he blasphemed and it was proof he had the spirit of the antichrist. 
In John 16: 17 Jesus says to Peter, “Blessed art thou.” Now he rebuked him pointedly. Jesus had informed his disciples about his coming death. Peter, perhaps innocently, attempted to deter Jesus from fulfilling his unique mission. But if Jesus had not suffered and died, Peter would have died in his sins. Jesus in his wilderness temptation heard the message that he could achieve greatness without dying for our sins, now he heard the same message from Peter. We note that Peter had just recognized Jesus as Messiah; now however, he forsook God’s perspective and evaluated the situation from a human one. Great temptations can come from those who love us and seek to protect us. Jesus regarded any interference with the will of his Father as satanic in origin in effect, he says to Peter, “Get away from me, you Satan!”  We must be cautious of advice from a friend who says, “Surely God does not want you to face this.” Often our most difficult temptations come from those who are only trying to protect us from discomfort.
v. 24-25. “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Self-denial does not entail denying things to oneself rather, it means the radical giving up of self to Jesus Christ. It means being crucified with Jesus, i.e., the death of the old ego (Gal 2:20). The believer is dead to the world, dead to the old life, dead to self, and alive to God (Rom 6:6-13; Col. 3:1-4). The use of this picture by Jesus of his followers taking up their crosses to follow him was for his followers then and now to understand the mission. Crucifixion was a common Roman method of execution, and condemned criminals had to carry their crosses through the streets to the execution site. Therefore, taking up one’s cross means nothing less than embracing the instrument of death to self and to all that self means. Again, following Jesus, therefore, meant a true commitment, the risk of death, and no turning back. If we protect ourselves from the action God calls us to take for his name sake, we begin to die spiritually and emotionally. Our lives turn inward, and we lose our intended purpose. However, when we give our life in service to Jesus Christ, we discover the real purpose of living. When we don’t know Jesus, we make choices as though this life were all we have. In reality, this life is just the introduction of eternity. How we live this brief span, however, determines our eternal state.
v. 26. “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” This verse should be understood two ways (1) its meaning in terms of this present world, and (2) its meaning in terms of the world to come. However much of this world’s goods a man gains, it is of no advantage to him if he dies. We come into this world with nothing and we leave the same way—with nothing. Jesus stated that the loss of the immortal soul after death cannot be compensated for by the wealth of the whole world. The urgent choice is always between the worth of the soul in time and eternity against the worthlessness of the world, if not in time, then certainly in eternity.
Jesus has been given the authority to judge all the earth (Phil. 2:9-11). Although his judgment in the Word of God is already working in our lives, there is a future final judgment when Jesus Christ returns (Matt. 25:31-46) and everyone’s life will be revealed and evaluated. This will not be confined to nonbelievers. Christians, too will face a judgment. Their eternal destiny is secure, but Jesus will look at how they handled gifts, opportunities, and responsibilities in order to determine their heavenly rewards (Matt. 25:15-20, 22-28). At the time of judgment, God will deliver the righteous and condemn the wicked. We may not judge others’ salvation because it is God’s work, but every believer is to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect says, The Lord (Matt. 5:48; 19:21).
bishop@hsapm.org
Registered ® Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries
PAGE  
3

