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Jesus Uses Parables to Teach His Followers

Mark Chapter 4

Whenever Jesus was around a great multitude would gather to hear him. Some would come to hear and accept the Gospel and be saved, but others would come for diverse reasons. This time the multitude was so great that he had to get offshore into a ship, and taught sitting in the ship, while the multitude stood ashore. And by parables Jesus taught them many things beginning with the parable of the sower.
vv. 3-10. In Jesus’ day seed was sowed by hand. As the farmer walked across the field, he threw handfuls of seed onto the ground from a large bag slung across his shoulders. The plants did not grow in neat rows as with mechanized planting. No matter how skillful, no farmer could keep some of the seeds from falling by the way-side, from being scattered among rocks and thorns, or from being carried off by the wind. So the farmer would throw the seed liberally, and enough would fall on good ground to ensure the harvest.

This is the way of teaching that Jesus Christ used with the multitude. He taught them many things, but it was by parables or similitudes, which would tempt them to hear; for people love to be spoken to in their own language, and careless hearers will catch at a plain comparison borrowed from common things, and will retain and repeat that, when they have lost, or perhaps never took, the truth which it was designed to explain and illustrate: but unless they would take pains to search into it, it would but amuse them; seeing they would see, and not perceive; and so, while it gratified their curiosity, it was due to their stupidity that they willfully shut their eyes against the light, and therefore justly did Jesus put it into a parable, which had a bright side toward those who applied it to themselves, and were willing to be guided by it; but to those who were only willing for a season to play with it, it only gave a flash of light now and then, but sent them away in the dark. For the fear of The Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction (Prov. 1:7). In this age of information, knowledge is plentiful, but wisdom is scarce. It takes complete trust in God to be truly wise.
We hear with our ears, but there is a deeper kind of listening with the mind and heart that is necessary in order to gain spiritual understanding from Jesus words. As it was in Jesus’ day and so it is in our time, wherever the Word of God is preached, there will be four kinds of people in the audience. In this parable Jesus tells us that one out of four of the people who would come, only one of them will truly want to learn and grow. Some people would come looking for evidence to use against Jesus and his church; others for power, positions, wealth and for material things and yet others for what they might materially gain by association. However, Jesus words were for the honest seekers. So it is just with God to say of those that will not see, that they shall not see, and to hide from their eyes, who only look about them with a great deal of carelessness, and never look before them with any concern upon the things that belong to their salvation. The elements in each part of the parable are the same—the seed, the sower, and the soil or ground. However, it is always the same seed and the same sower. Only the soil or ground is different. This means that four kinds of people hear the good news, but only one of the four responds in such a way as to produce acceptable fruit. In the church today, there are those who are known to produce good fruits and there are those known for making no efforts, who do not produce and might never produce acceptable fruits for the Kingdom of heaven.
vv. 11-14. Here we read that Jesus used illustrations or parables for the purpose of hiding the meaning, not to reveal it; for only those who seek that shall find. The words of Jesus summarized what Isaiah said in Isa 6:9, 10 as it relates Israel’s rejection of Isaiah’s message. At that time, Israel’s unwillingness to repent and accept God’s forgiveness was the result of its rejection of the Word of God mediated through Isaiah. The pattern was being duplicated in Jesus Christ’s ministry when the Jews rejected his teaching, as the account in Matt. 13:13-15 makes clear. The same holds today, some people do not understand God’s truth because they are not ready for it. God reveals truth to people who will act on it and make it evident in their lives. As believers when you talk with people about God, we must be aware that they will not understand if they are not yet ready. Again, we must bear in mind that it is God who prepares and saves people. Our duty therefore is to plant the seed in people’s hearts and the Holy Spirit will use those seeds (the Word) to work repentance in those lives. 
vv. 14-20. Among the works of Satan include the following: he seeks to destroy the preached Word of God; he blinds people eyes (2 Cor. 4:3, 4);  he tempts the people of God (1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11; 1Thess 3:5); he molests and harasses God’s servants in countless ways (1Thess. 1:18; 1Pet. 5:8); he enters into people and becomes incarnate in them to use them as his tools (John 13:27); Matt. 12:27, 28; 42-45); and he accuses people before God (John 1:8-11, Rev. 12:10). If the four soils represent four different ways people respond to God’s Word, which of these Satan’s activities is hindering you from accepting the Word of God? Do you get excited with the word of God only when the message is about promises of material things and riches, than when the message is about getting rid of the sins in your life, and or to give to those in need?  Believers must not allow themselves to be plagued with worldly cares, illusory riches, and the desire for things. We must stay free of a life packed full with materialistic pursuits which could deafen us to God’s Word.

vv. 21-29. Candle or lamp . . . if a lamp does not help people see, it is useless. The question Jesus asks every one of us here is whether the way we live our lives show other people how to find God and how to live for him? If not, then we must ask ourselves, what “bushels” have shut out our individual lights. Complacency, resentment, stubbornness of heart, or disobedience could keep God’s light from shining through us to others. The light of Jesus truth is revealed to us, not hidden. But we may not be able to see or to use all of that truth right now. Only as we put God’s teachings into practice will we understand and see more of the truth. The truth is clear, but our ability to understand is imperfect. As we obey, we will sharpen our vision and increase our understanding (James 1:22-25). 
vv.30-36. The parable’s central teaching is the growth and spread of the gospel throughout the world that is the tiny mustard seed becomes a giant tree, so the gospel, which begins slowly, will flourish in the end, and will be followed by the harvest of the souls. The existence of the Christian church all around the globe represents a partial fulfillment of this prophetic Word. God alone knows how to bring forth an abundance harvest from the gospel seed.
Faith as a grain of mustard seed. This seed was the smallest planted by farmers in Israel in Jesus day, yet the bush grew to be several feet high and birds made their nests in its branches. Surely the smallest amount of faith will be richly rewarded, for even small faith is real faith, nothing shall be impossible, i.e., “anything consonant with the will of God and sought for his glory is possible. This parable about the Kingdom of God reveals that spiritual growth is a continual, gradual process that is finally consummated in a harvest of spiritual maturity. We can understand the process of spiritual growth by comparing it to the slow but certain growth of a plant.

The believer’s spiritual growth is dependent on being active and doing. If we believers would deliver that to the church and the world, which we have received of the Lord, we shall be led more into higher revelations of the Lord. Gifts and graces multiply by being exercised; and God has promised to bless the hand of the diligent. If we do not use our gifts, we loose, what we have received. From him that has not, that does no good with what he has, and so has it in vain, is as if he had it not, shall be taken even that which he has and given to him or her who has. 
Burying a talent is the betraying of a trust, and amounts to a forfeiture; and gifts and graces rust for want of wearing. The good seed of the gospel sown in the world, and sown in the heart, does by degrees produce wonderful effects, but without noise. So is the kingdom of God; so is the gospel, when it is sown, and received, as seed in good ground.  It will come up; though it seems lost and buried under the clouds, it will find or make its way through them. The seed cast into the ground will spring. If we would but let the word of Christ have the place it ought to have in a soul, it will show itself, as the wisdom from above does in a good conversation.
vv. 37-41. Jesus used this parable to explain that although Christianity had very small beginnings, it would grow into a worldwide community of believers. When we feel alone in our stand for Jesus Christ, as believers we must realize that God is building a worldwide Kingdom. God has faithful followers in every part of the world, and our faith, no matter how small, can join with that of others around the world to accomplish great things in the name of Jesus Christ. 

The Lord Jesus Christ adapted his method to his audience’s ability and desire to understand. He didn’t speak in parables to confuse people, but to challenge sincere seekers to discover the meaning of his words. Much of Jesus’ teaching was against hypocrisy and impure motives—characteristics of the religious leaders. Most of the time Jesus did not speak directly against the leaders, but those who listened carefully to Jesus knew what he was talking about and of who he was speaking.
“And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves bit the ship and filled it with water.” The disciples of Jesus were seasoned fisherman who had spent their lives fishing on this huge late, but in this storm they panicked. It does not matter how much we may sympathize with the fear and distress of the disciples; it remains clear that they did not yet understand the true nature of Jesus and his unfailing concern for them. How about you, how seasoned are you in the Lord, and your understanding of Him? Theirs was a physical storm, but storms come in other forms. Think about the storms in your life. Are you acting in the same manner as Jesus’ disciples did, in total ignorance of the amount of power and authority that have been placed at your disposal by your Father in heaven? 

The question about whether he cared about their welfare was a statement of doubt and lack of faith. Let it never be said of you who believe in Jesus Christ—who have the full and first revelation of Jesus, for you to doubt his power to help you in times of difficulty. You can worry and assume that Jesus no longer cares, or you can resist fear, putting your trust in him. When you feel like panicking, confess your need to God and then trust him to care for you. No matter what terrible you situation you find yourself, God your Father in heaven will always find a way of escape for you.
The disciples of Jesus lived with him, but they underestimated him. They did not see that his power applied to all their own situations. Jesus has been with us and those before us, his people for centuries, and yet we Believers most times, like the disciples, underestimate his power to handle crises in our lives. The disciples did not yet know enough about Jesus. Let us try not to make the same excuse. 
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