Sabbath Sermon of December 31, 2011.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

   Jesus Delivers from Demon Possession
Mark Chapter 5

Jesus on arriving on the other side of the Sea of Galilee into the county of the Gadarenes, he was met by a man with unclean spirit who lived in the cemetery. Unclean spirits have great physical power over the bodies of those they inhabit. These spirits were so strong that they broke the chains and fetters with which this demon-possessed man was bound. But when the spirit in this man saw Jesus from a distance, he ran toward him and bowed down to Jesus and cried with a loud voice through this man and pleaded with Jesus to spare them; for at the mention of the name Jesus every knee shall bow. However, Jesus commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. Jesus demanded of the spirit to tell him his name, the leader of the spirits in this man answered saying, “my name is Legion: for we are many.” When the man was delivered and his mind was right, multitudes came to see him. The people of Gadarenes instead of sensing the greatness of Jesus and opening their hearts to him, they were afraid (Luke 8:37) and urged him to leave them alone as quickly as possible. Of course, the Lord Jesus will not force himself unto anyone or into any place where is has been rejected.
Legion, i.e., the largest military unit of the Roman army, numbering some three to six thousand men. Its use here simply means that many more than one demon inhabited this man. If those who own the swine were Jews, they were in violation of the Mosaic Law. There is nothing to indicate that the people who owned the swine were Gentiles. When Jesus commanded the demons to enter the swine, it was suitable for evil spirits to occupy unclean rather than clean animals. Nowhere in the Scripture is it ever said that demons occupied clean animals. Some would cavil (find fault) that Jesus had no right to let the demons enter the swine, which then died in the waters. But these seemed to have forgotten that Jesus is the creator of all things, he owned them and could dispose of them according to his will.

Jairus was a ruler of the synagogue. He knew about Jesus and his healing, but he did not ask him to speak a healing word at the distance. He wanted him to come to his home and cure his dying daughter. But as they were en route the news came that his daughter was dead. The implication was that the case was hopeless. Why bother the teacher any more? Jesus told the Jairus to have faith, a faith that should be bold and daring, he says to you today. Certainly, to call a physician when the patient is already dead is hopeless, but to call Jesus Christ after death is not hopeless. In every situation no matter how hopeless in which we find ourselves, we are to call to Jesus for help, and trust him to deliver us.
The miracle of the woman whose plight defies description. She was an outcast because of her sickness. She could not come into the temple, she could not participate in the religious ceremonies; she could not touch other persons including her own children without making them ceremonially unclean. She could not even live with her husband. But she was healed when she touched the hem of Jesus garment. Jesus made her come forward and stated that she was healed because of her faith, but not because she touched his garment. Moreover, he wanted the crowd to know that she was no longer an outcast. Her ceremonial defilement had been removed. So those who are unclean by their sins are by faith made whole in Jesus Christ and their defilements disappear. 
Real faith sometimes is silent, in that the woman said to herself, if I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole. When she did exactly what she said by faith, immediately she was made whole; for the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague. Jesus knowing that virtue had gone out of him, inquired to know who touched him that The Father may receive the glory due to him. Virtue, i.e., “power” and faith attracts each other. Virtue or “power” responds to faith alone. Jesus attributed her healing to her faith, which was manifested by her touching of the Lord’s garment.

The news of the healing of the woman with the issue of blood for twelve years undoubtedly encouraged Jairus as it was intended by God. God knew that bad news was on its way for Jairus that would probably discourage him. Then a message came for Jairus that his daughter was now dead. The same goes for the Christian most of the times, for when ever God is about to take glory in our lives, the devil forces himself in with bad news to discourage us from believing God’s promises. As soon as Jesus heard that, he encouraged Jairus to be of good courage and trust God for a miracle. We ought to learn from the words of Jesus to remain encouraged and trust God for solutions to our problems and needs. 

When Jesus arrived at Jairus’ home, he saw “them that wept and wailed greatly.” These are professional mourners who were paid for their services by the family, Jesus questioned the reason behind the weeping and wailing of the mourners, according to him the child was not dead, but sleeping. They laughed him to scorn as if he could not understand that the ruler’s daughter was dead. The girl was dead, but Jesus used the image of sleep to indicate that her condition was temporary and that she would be restored.

Jesus tolerated the crowd’s abuse in order to teach an important lesson about maintaining hope and trust in him. Jesus after putting out the mourners went into the room where the young woman laid dead with the girl’s parents and three of his disciples. Jesus took the girl by the hand and spoke a word to her and her spirit returned to her body. There is no physical life without the spirit. For while the body and spirits were separate, the body could not exist without the spirit. The immortality of the spirit is herein pointed, for it existed without the body and came back into the body at the command of The Lord Jesus Christ.
Today most of the world laughs at God’s claims, which seem ridiculous to them. As believers, we are always belittled for expressing faith in Jesus and hope for eternal life. But believers must remember that unbelievers do not see from God’s perspective. To us who have believed, there is a clear statement in the Word of God about life after death (1Thess. 4:13, 14). The reason Jesus told the girl’s parents not to spread the news on the miracle, was because he wanted the facts to speak for themselves, and the time was not yet right for a major confrontation with the political and religious leaders of the land. Jesus still had much to accomplish, and not then, not today would he want people following him just to see his miracles.
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