Sabbath Sermon of February 11, 2012.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teaches About Marriage and Divorce
Mark Chapter 10

Now Jesus departed from Capernaum, and this was his final farewell to Galilee. He never returned until after his death and resurrection.  For whenever he was around the people will gather to hear him.  Jesus taught them about marriage and divorce. For the Pharisees in their usually attempt to trap Jesus came, tempting him with their question saying, “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?  If Jesus in his response supported divorce, he would be upholding the Pharisees’ procedure, and they doubted that he would do that because they knew theirs was the tradition of men, and that Jesus stood for the commandment of God. If Jesus spoke against divorce, however, the crowds would dislike his position, because in Jesus day, women were treated as a commodity. More important he might incur the wrath of Herod, who had already killed John the Baptist for speaking out against divorce and adultery (9:17-28). This is probably what Satan wanted to accomplish through the Pharisees; to get Jesus killed before he could make it to the cross; thereby ruining the plan of God to redeem us through the death of Jesus on the cross and his resurrection at the appointed time.
Jesus knew from their teaching that the Pharisees saw divorce as a legal issue rather than a spiritual one. So before answering their question, Jesus used this as an opportunity to not only ascertain what they understood of this precept as was handed down to them by Moses, but also to review God’s intended purpose for marriage and to expose the Pharisees’ selfish motives. The Pharisees were not thinking about what God intended for marriage; they had settled for marriages of convenience. “Moses said to write a bill of divorce and to put her away” they replied.  Jesus said to them “It was because of the hardness of your heart did Moses write this precept. It wasn’t so from the beginning, God made them male and female; in marriage they are no longer two but one flesh.” In other words, nothing breaks the marital tie but the death of one of the partners (Rom 7:3; 1 Cor. 7:39).  Jesus showed how unfairly and out of context they were quoting Moses, and showed them how superficial their knowledge of the precept was. 

In the house his disciples asked Jesus the same question, probably to understand how far this goes, and to know which party of the union this precept applies. Jesus used the word whosoever, meaning the man or the woman who puts away his wife or her husband can longer be allowed to marry another.  Again, neither he nor she that is put away is allowed to marry another. If they do, they will be committing adultery. Married people are to forgive each other no matter what, and love each other in the same manner that Jesus loves his Church. 

In Jesus’ day, women were often treated as property. Marriage and divorce were regarded as transactions similar to buying and selling land. But Jesus condemned this attitude, clarifying God’s original intention—that marriage brings oneness (Gen. 2:23-25). Jesus held up God’s ideal for marriage and told his followers to live by that ideal. Thus whether it was in Moses’ day, Hosea’s day, Jesus’ day, or today, there is no such thing as a “spiritual divorce.” Whenever anyone gets a divorce it is testimony to the hardness and spiritual insensitivity of his or her heart. Jesus says that if you forgive others their trespasses against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if you forgive not others their trespasses against you, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses (Matt. 6:12-15). Those who are seeking guidance in how to deal with marital problems would do well to consider spiritual Hosea and follow his examples of seeking his wayward wife, forgiving her, restoring her to himself, and loving her with a never failing love. There is no marital problem that Hosea’s method would not cure (Hos. 3:1, 3). Only death can separate you from your wife or from your husband. Thus, “Till death do us part.” However, Paul says that a true Christian widow or widower is permitted in the Scripture to remarry, but only in the Lord (1 Cor. 7:39). 
We find the same teachings in Matt. 5:27-32; 19:3-9, and Luke 16:18. Paul states that his teaching on divorce comes from Jesus (1 Cor. 7:10, 11).  Some have said that except for Matt. 5:32 and 19:9, divorce is everywhere forbidden except for adultery (Gen 2:24 and Deut 24:1).  These thought that one could get a divorce on the basis of these passages of the Scripture for adultery reasons, but Jesus has already restated the intent of the Law Giver that the reason you seek divorce than forgiveness is because of the hardness of your heart. God wants married people to consider their marriage permanent. 

Remember that if you will not forgive others, neither will your Father in Heaven forgive your sins. If your sins are not forgiven, how do you plan to enter heaven? Again, how could you separate something that God made spiritually one? Is it possible to do so without causing a lot of pain to both sides of the oneness? God creative work was not complete until he made the woman. He could have made her from the dust of the ground as he made man, he chose, however, to make her from the man’s flesh and bone.  In so doing, he illustrated for us that in marriage man and woman symbolically become one flesh. Therefore, Jesus says, “what God has joined together, let not man put asunder.” (Mark 10:10-12). You will be in danger of judgment even if you helped to put asunder anything God has joined together. To have a happy marriage, you must from onset commit to permanence (2 Cor. 6:14). Do not be hardhearted like these Pharisees, but be hardheaded in your determination, with God’s help, to stay together.
13-16. Jesus was often criticized for spending too much time with the so called wrong people—children, publicans or tax collector, and sinners (Matt. 9:211; Luke 15:1, 2; 19:7). Some, including the disciples, thought Jesus should be spending more time with important leaders and the devout, because that was the way to improve his position and avoid criticism. But Jesus did not need to improve his position. He was God, and he wanted to speak to those who needed him most. Remember, it is the sick that need a physician, not those that are well. So believers have no need to improve their position as to please the people of the world, rather we are to speak and act as Jesus would want us to. The “Truth” of the Gospel.
Despite the evil of molestation of children in our society today, Jesus says believers should not be afraid to make the children feel secure, because all children need is a loving look and gentle touch from someone who cares. Children believe us because they trust us. Jesus said we should believe in him with this kind of children faith. This does not mean we should be childish or immature, but we should trust God with a child’s simplicity and receptivity. Because Jesus is alive and well, he is always near you; you may call to him at anytime of day or night, and he will answer you.
17-26.  Here we read of a hopeful meeting between Jesus Christ and a young man; such he is said to be a ruler, a person of quality (Matt. 19:20, Matt. 19:22; Luke. 18:18).  This young man came running to Jesus Christ, which was an indication of his humility; he laid aside the gravity and grandeur of a ruler, when he came to Jesus Christ: thus too he manifested his earnestness and importunity; he ran as one in haste, and longing to be in conversation with Jesus Christ.  He came to him when he was in the way, in the midst of company: he did not insist upon a private conference with him by night, as Nicodemus did, though like him he was a ruler, but he embraced that opportunity of advising with Jesus, and not be ashamed. The young man wanted to be sure he would get eternal life, so he asked what he could do. He claimed to never once broken any of the laws Jesus mentioned, and perhaps he had even kept the Pharisees loophole-filled version of them. But Jesus lovingly broke through his pride with a challenge that brought out his true motives. “Sell whatever thou hast, and give to the poor.” This challenge exposed the barrier that could keep this young man out of the Kingdom of God; his love for money and riches. 
The rich young ruler called Jesus “good.” Jesus said only God can be called good. The implication is plain “If you call me good, call me God, for that is who I am.” Because only God is truly good, the man was calling Jesus God, whether or not he knew it. The teaching here is to show us that we must not let anything we have or desire to obtain keep us from following Jesus. If you are reading this today, let me ask you, if you were to die tonight, where would you spend eternity, in heaven or in hell? It is not good enough to hope you will be in heaven, you must know. If you are not sure, what then are the barriers keeping you from turning your life over to Jesus Christ?
“For them that trust in riches,” Jesus said it was very difficult for the rich to get into the Kingdom of God because the rich having their basic physical needs met, often become self-reliant. When they feel empty, they can buy something new to fill the void that only God can fill. Their abundance becomes their deficiency. The person who has everything on earth can still lack what is most important—eternal life.
If you are astonished as the disciples of Jesus were at the news that wealth could hinder undisciplined minds from entering into the Kingdom of heaven. If you ask, “Isn’t wealth our reward for being good. This is one of the common misconceptions among Christians today.  You see, although many believers enjoy material prosperity, many others live in poverty; wealth, however, is not a sign of faith or of partiality on God’s part. But, if you would seek first the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus assures us that whatever valuable we give up for his sake will be repaid a hundred fold over this life, although not necessarily in the same way. For example, If you have been rejected by your family for accepting Jesus Christ, you will gain the larger family of believers who would love you even more than your natural family will ever love you (Matt. 6:33; Mark 10:29-31).
31-44. Jesus says that in the world to come, the values of this world will be reversed. Those who seek status and importance in this life will have none in heaven. Because corruption in our society encourages confusion in values, we encouraged to be and look important and feel good about ourselves, while being ignorant of God’s standards which is to serve others in need of our help. For it is only those who have humbly served others are most qualified to be great in heaven.
Jesus once again predicts his death and resurrection, which should have come as no surprise to his disciples. We noticed that even when Jesus spoke to them again of his resurrection, his disciples only heard of his death.  Either they were again preoccupied with their heart desire that Jesus should restore the throne of King David, or they thought it was another parable they did not understand. But Jesus’ predictions of his death and resurrection show that these events were God’s plan from the beginning, not accidents, nor were they as the Pharisees claimed in Sanhedrin 43a.
In Matt. 20:21 the mother of James and John asks for her sons to be seated on the left and the right hands of Jesus in his kingdom. Here in verse 35 James and John make the request for themselves. We can assume that both the mother and the sons asked the same petition of Jesus and received the same sort of reply. We learn from this request how that prayer can be used and abused.  Some of us do not use it and others use it by abusing it. Jesus bypassed the petition by saying it is not part of his role to make this decision. It belongs to his Father, to whom he is obedient and from whom he will not wrest what is not his to do. The petition was based on a serious sinful inclination—the desire for power and status. Such desires reflect a lack of true sanctification and display a spirit of worldliness.  James and John wanted the highest position in Jesus’ Kingdom, but Jesus told them that true greatness comes in serving others. Peter, one of the disciples who heard this message expands the thought when writing to  the elders; he identified himself as a fellow elder, not a superior. He asks them to “feed the flock of God,” exactly what Jesus had told him to do (John 21:15-17). Peter was taking his own advice as he worked along with the other elders in caring for God’s faithful people. His identification with the elders is a powerful example of Christian leadership, where authority is based on service, not power (1 Pet. 5:1-4).
In Jesus’ world, as in ours, people looked for the outward sign of authority—education, title, position, connections. But Jesus’ authority came from who he was, not from any outward and superficial trappings. As followers of Jesus Christ, God has given us authority—we can confidently and righteously speak and act on his behalf because he has authorized us.  As followers of Jesus Christ when speaking and acting on behalf of Jesus, we must never measure success and or greatness as the business organizations, and institutions do, who measure greatness by personal achievement, but as one body; the Church of Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ’s Kingdom, however, service is the way to get ahead. 
45. “For the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” This verse reveals not only the motive for Jesus’ ministry, but also the basis for our salvation.  As slaves to sin, Jesus Christ paid a ransom for us because we could not pay it ourselves.  His death released all of us from our slavery to sin. The disciples were constantly distracted from a lot of the teachings of Jesus because they thought Jesus’ life and power would save them from Rome; Jesus said his death would save them from sin, and from even greater slavery than Rome’s (1 Pet. 1:18, 19).

In Jericho on his way to Jerusalem with the great multitude following him as always, we note that the Pharisees who had eyes and visions and witnessed the miracles of Jesus accused him of deception, but the two blind man called Jesus “son of David” because the Jews knew that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Isa. 9:6, 7;  11:1; Jer. 23:5, 6). The blind beggar could see that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah, while the religious leaders who witnessed Jesus miracles were blind to his identity, refusing to open their eyes to the truth (20:29-34 and Luke 18:35-43). Seeing with your eyes does not guarantee seeing with your heart. Although Jesus was concerned about the coming events in Jerusalem, he demonstrated what he had just told the disciples about service by stopping to care for the blind man by healing him.
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