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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Jerusalem Ministry of Jesus Passion Week

Mark Chapter 11

Jesus and his disciples while on their way to Jerusalem stopped over in Bethphage, a place of unripe figs in a village outside of Jerusalem on the Mount of Olive near the road from Jericho to Jerusalem. It was about a mile or less from Jerusalem and might, therefore be considered a suburb. Bethany was about two miles southeast of Jerusalem (John 11: 18). We recall that Lazarus and his sisters, Martha and Mary, lived there (John 11:1). 

It was here that Jesus sent out his disciples into the village ahead of them, to fetch a colt on which no one has ever sat; to loose him and bring it to him. His disciples went and found the cold tied by the door outside in a place where two ways met; and they loose him. The men who saw them taking the colt inquired of them why they were taking the colt, as the Lord had said, and they replied as they were commanded, and they let them take the colt.

Why was the colt tied by the door where two ways met?  Where two ways met calls to mind the narrow and the broad way. As in the siege of Jerusalem, when Nebuchadnezzar had to stop at a place where two ways met to decide who to attack first, Jerusalem or the Ammonites.  There is spiritual meaning to this place where two ways met; it should teach us of the two ways that we all have to face in live. Each and every one of us at some time in live would come to this junction he or she will have to choose which way to go; the way that leads to Heaven or to the way that leads to Hell. If we are to go to heaven we must chose to follow Jesus who chose to obey the Father and was exalted. If we are to be exalted as he is, we much chose right when we come to this place where the two ways meet: for Jesus or against him. 

The triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem is recorded in all of the Gospels.  The event was a fulfillment of the prophecy of Zech 9:9. It took place on the week Jesus Christ’s passion, when he was to be rejected and crucified. He came into Jerusalem as a king and conqueror; this was a preview of the Second Coming, when he will come in power and great glory. The triumphant entry as king was the last opportunity for the Jews to face up to his royal claims and to make their decision for or against him.

We have here the story of the public entry Christ made into Jerusalem, four or five days before his death. And he came into town thus remarkably, to show that he was not afraid of the power and malice of his enemies in Jerusalem. He did not steal into the city incognito, as one that durst not show his face; no, they needed not send spies to search for him, he comes in with observation. This would be an encouragement to his disciples that were timorous, and cowed at the thought of their enemies’ power and rage; let them see how bravely their Master sets them all at defiance
7-11. The disciples brought the colt to Jesus, and put their garments on the colt, and Jesus sat on it, then came many of his followers spreading their garments in the way; and others cut down branches off the trees, and strawed them in the way. Note that there is no palm tree specifically involved here. We believe that the introduction or rather the adoption of the palm branch by the Roman Church which denotes the Pagan Messiah, as Baal-Tamar, the fir referring to him as Baal-Berth, was to honor the sun god. [1] However, many of Jesus followers who were at front of the entourage, went on praising the Lord saying Hosanna, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord: Blessed be the Kingdom of our father David, that cometh in the name of the Lord: Hosanna in the highest.
On entering Jerusalem the first thing Jesus did was to go into the Temple to see what was left of it. He then left that evening for Bethany. The next day probably on his way back to Jerusalem, he was hungry: and he saw a tree that had leaves, and he came to it hoping to find fruit on it for food, but he found nothing but leaves.

We note that that the cursing of the fig tree occurs on Monday of Jesus' Passion Week, two days before his crucifixion.  Also, t his story is placed next to the story of Jesus cleansing the temple in Jerusalem (Matthew 21:12-17). The two incidents are related, the cursing of the tree was an acted out parable related to the cleansing of the Temple. The Temple was supposed to be a place of worship, but true worship had disappeared. The fig tree showed promise of fruit, but it produced none.  Jesus was actually showing his anger at religious life without substance. If you claim you have faith without putting it to work in your life, you are like the barren fig tree. Real faith in God has great potential; and if you claim to have faith, tell me, when are you going to ask God to help you bear fruit for his Kingdom?

Fig trees have always been a popular source of inexpensive food in Israel. It requires three years from the time they are planted until they can bear fruit. The fig tree yields a great amount of fruit twice a year, in late spring and in early autumn. This incident occurred early in the spring fig season before the Passover, when the leaves were beginning to bud. The figs normally grow as the leaves fill out, but this tree, though full of leaves, had no fruits. The tree looked promising but offered no fruit.  In the Old Testament the fig tree often stood for a symbol for the nation of Israel (Jer. 8:13; Hos. 9:10).  The lesson to learn from Jesus’ harsh words to the fig tree could be applied to the nation of Israel. Fruitful in appearance only, Israel was spiritually barren. 
Cursing the tree was how Jesus chose to communicate to them that the whole nation had become spiritually corrupt and barren before the Lord. They had the form of godliness, but not the reality, nor the power thereof.  They knew the right words to say, but their hearts were far from God. All these abominations happened under the watchful eyes of the nation’s high priest and religious leaders.

15-23. Multitudes gathered at Jerusalem each year to offer animal sacrifices. Coming from afar, they had to buy the animals at the temple site. Animal vendors offered ritually clean animals for a price. Money merchants were there to exchange currencies so that the Jews of the dispersion could pay the annual half-shekel poll tax. These transactions took place in the court of the Gentiles where non-Jews were allowed to worship. The money lenders had turned the Lord's house into a den of thieves. They were profiteers who exchanged foreign currency and also sold the animals that worshipers from distant towns bought to sacrifice before the Lord. By shrewd marketing they charged exorbitant rates and made a killing off the pilgrims who came to worship. The whole scene provoked God and made him angry because the temple had he designated to be a house of prayer for all nations. The bazaar-like atmosphere made worship virtually impossible voiding God’s Word that his house was to be a house of prayer for all nations (Isa. 56:7).
Jesus became angry, but he did not sin. He was angry because God’s house of worship had become a place of extortion and a barrier to Gentiles who wanted to worship. There is a place for righteous indignation.  Christians are right to be upset about sin and injustice and should take a stand against them. Unfortunately, believers are often passive about these important issues and instead get angry over personal insults and petty irritations. Make sure your anger is directed toward the right issues.

The High Priest and the temple officer overheard Jesus complaining about God’s house of pray having been turned into a den of thieves. Guess what there reaction was, yours is as good as mine. “They sought how they might destroy him: for they feared him, because all the people were astonished at his doctrine.”
24-25. Here we learn of the principle which governed prayer: God speaks to believers through the written Word; believers speak to God through prayer. Effective prayer must follow the laws or principles that undergird it (1) a right relationship to God through Jesus Christ. God promises to answer the prayers of believers. He does not promise to answer the prayers of unbelievers, although he may do so by common grace, for an opportunity for them get saved through the experience of an answered prayer; (2) a genuine desire to secure from God the petition addressed to him (1 Sam 1:10, 11; 2 Kings 19:14-19; Luke 11:5-10); (3) a confidence in God that leads to asking in simple trust (7:7-11; James 4”2); (4) a faith that believes that God is able and willing to answer (Heb. 11:1; 1 John 5:14, 15); and (5) the confident acceptance of the answer before it has come (Mark 11:24).
26-27. “What things soever ye desire, when ye pray believe that ye shall receive them; nay, believe that ye do receive them, and he that has power to give them, saith, Ye shall have them. I say unto you, Ye shall, Verily I say unto you, Ye shall.’’ This statement by Jesus is to be applied by believers to that faith of miracles which the apostles and first preachers of the gospel were endued with, which did wonders in things natural, healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out devils; these were, in effect, the removing of mountains. The apostles speak of a faith which would do that, and yet might be found where holy love was not, (1 Co. 13:2).  It may be applied to that miracle of faith, which all true Christians are endued with, which doeth wonders in things spiritual.  It justifies us (Rome. 5:1), and so removes the mountains of guilt, and casts them into the depths of the sea, never to rise up in judgment against us, (Mic. 7:19). It purifies the heart (Acts. 15:9), and so removes mountains of corruption, and makes them plains before the grace of God, (Zech. 4:7).  It is by faith that the world is conquered, Satan’s fiery darts are quenched, a soul is crucified with Christ, and yet lives; by faith we set the Lord always before us, and see him that is invisible, and have him present to our minds; and this is effectual to remove mountains, for at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the mountains were not only moved, but removed,( Ps. 114:4-7). If our prayers is not be hindered, to this is added here that necessary qualification of the prevailing prayer, that we freely forgive those who have been any way injurious to us, and be in charity with all men (v. 25, v. 26).
The Pharisees asked Jesus who gave him the authority to chase away the merchants and money changers. Their question was a trap. If Jesus said the authority was from God, they would accuse him of blasphemy; if he said his authority was his own, they would dismiss him as a fanatic. To expose their real motives, which of course was business, Jesus countered their question with a question about John the Baptist. The Pharisees’ silence proved that they were not interest in the truth. They simply wanted to get rid of Jesus because he was not only challenging their authority, but he was undermining them.
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