Sabbath Day Sermon of February 5, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Judgments: Sores on the People of the World

Revelation Chapter 16

In this scene of the John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, John heard a great voice ordering the seven angles to go forward and pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. The vial judgments are God’s final and complete judgments upon the earth. The end has come. In the narrative of the vial and the trumpet judgments there are many similarities, but there are three main differences: (1) These judgments are complete where the trumpet judgments are partial; (2) the trumpet judgments still give unbelievers the opportunity to repent, but the vial judgment do not; and (3) mankind is indirectly affected by several of the trumpet judgment but directly attacked by all the vial judgments.

When the first angel poured out his vial on the earth, there fell on the earth a kind of noisesome and grievous sore on those who had the mark of the beast and upon those who worshipped his image. The second angel poured out his vial on the sea, and it turned into blood, and every living thing died in the sea. The third angel poured out his vial on the rivers and fountains of waters, and all drinking water became blood. 
In the narrative of the trumpets (Rev. 8:6-11), there are no voices explaining the happenings. Here when the third bowl of the wrath of God is poured out, two voices are heard. One is that of the angel of the waters and other that of the prophets and martyrs whose intercessions have come to the altar of God (Rev. 16:7). Both rejoice in this just judgment and proclaim the righteousness of the one who is and was and shall be. The “shall be” as stated here clearly refers to Jesus Christ, who is to come.

vs.8-9. In these verses we see God’s work going on in the appointed order. The fourth angel poured out his vial, and that fell upon the sun; that sun which before cherished by them in their sun worship with warm and benign influences (Ezek.8:16), shall now grow hot against these idolaters, and shall scorch them. Princes shall use their power and authority to suppress them, which yet will be so far from bringing them to repentance, that it will cause them to curse God who has power over these plagues, and look upward, throwing out their blasphemous speeches against the God of heaven; they will be hardened to their ruin. Christians should not be surprised at the hostility and hardness of heart of unbelievers. Even when the power of God is fully completely revealed, many will still refuse to repent. If you find yourself for some reason ignoring God more and more, turn back to him now before your heart becomes too hard to repent. 

The fifth angel poured out his vial, v. 10. Guess where this fell—upon the seat of the beast, upon Rome itself, the mystical Babylon, the head of the antichrist empire. What effect it had there: The whole kingdom of the beast was full of darkness and distress. That very city which was the seat of their policies and evil decrees, the source of all their evil learning, and all their occult knowledge, and all their pomp and pleasure, now becomes a source of darkness, and pain, and anguish. Darkness was one of the plagues of Egypt, and it is opposed to lustre and honor, and so foretells their coming ill and misfortune, the contempt and scorn to which the antichristian interest should be exposed. Darkness is opposed to wisdom and penetration, and foretells the misfortune, the everlasting confusion and folly which the idolaters should discover at that time. It is opposed to pleasure and joy, and so signifies their anguish and vexation of Spirit, when their calamities thus came upon them.
v.12. To facilitate the way of the kings of the east to the battle, the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water dried up making military advancement easier by land for the battle of all battles ( Isa. 11:15; 41:2; Jer. 51:36; Dan 11:43-45; Rev. 9:13,14). The Euphrates River was a natural protective boundary against the empires to the east (Babylon, Assyria, Persia). If it dried up, nothing could hold back invading armies. The armies (“king”) of the east symbolized unhindered judgment.

We noted that six of the seven bowls (vials) are now poured out. The seven awaits the usual interval (as previously seen) between the sixth and the seventh seal, and trumpet, and now the bowls. Some hold the view that the church has been removed and only tribulation saints (i.e., those who have come to salvation during the tribulation after the church has been raptured) and unbelievers are here. Whether these tribulation saints are part of the church or constitute a separate and special body is not explicitly stated in any event. But we know Jesus offered a penny to each laborer no matter when they are hired (Matt. 20:1-16). Others hold that the church will go through the great tribulation but will be supernaturally preserved from the wrath of God, as the Israelites were preserved from the plagues in Egypt. Which ever way God chooses to do His work, we believers are fully persuaded that, what God had promised, he is able also to perform.
  Here in verse 13-14, we are warned of the last effort of the great dragon; he is resolved to have another push for it, that, if possible, he may retrieve the ruinous posture of his affairs in the world. He is now rallying his forces, recollecting all his demon spirits, to make one desperate sally (rushing or bursting) before all be lost. This is occasioned by the pouring out of the sixth vial. Here observe, the instruments he makes use of to engage the powers of the earth in his cause and quarrel: Three unclean spirits like frogs come forth, one out of the mouth of the dragon, another out of the mouth of the beast, and a third out of the mouth of the false prophet. Hell, the secular power of antichrist, and the ecclesiastical power (ecumenical), would combine to send their several instruments, furnished with hellish malice, with worldly policies and evil decrees, and with religious falsehood and deceit; and these would muster up the devil’s forces for a decisive battle. The means these instruments would use to engage the powers of earth in this war. They would work pretended miracles, the old stratagem of him whose coming is after the working of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness, (2 Th. 2:9, 10). The demons which come out from the mouths of three of the three evil trinity signify the verbal enticements and propaganda that will draw many people to their evil cause.

          vs.15-16. In these verses Jesus once again reminds everyone that he will return unexpectedly (1Thess.5:1-6), so we must be ready when he returns. We can prepare ourselves by standing firm in temptation and by being committed to God’s moral standards.

Here there is the usual interruption between the sixth and seventh bowl, as there was for the seals and trumpets. It specifies that the evil trinity through the demons from their mouths would verbally entice and with propaganda influence and deceive nations of the earth to be gathered together for the last and great battle of the earth against God Almighty, the Battle of Armageddon. Then comes the seventh bowl.
Armageddon is the place where the last great battle of the earth will be fought between good and evil, and it is also the name of the battle itself. Evil will be defeated and destroyed. God will triumph. We believe that this triumph of Jesus Christ will bring about his thousand-year reign over the earth and the binding of Satan. Doubt it not, this battle will be the beginning of the end of history and will be followed by the final judgments and the start of the new earth in which the redeemed shall reign (Rev 5:10). 
In 2Chron.35:22 we find the description for the location of Armageddon. The fortress of Megiddo named her Har-Megiddo (the hill of Megiddo). It rose above the plain in the southern part of the Jezreel valley. It guarded the pass of the best north-south trade route in Canaan. It was there that many battles were fought in ancient times, and it is there that sinful men and women will unite to fight against God in a final display of rebellion. It is a strategic location near a prominent international highway leading north from Egypt through Israel, along the coast, and on to Babylon. Megiddo overlooked the entire plain southward toward Galilee and westward toward Mount Giboa. It is here that the great climatic battle of the earth will be fought, with Jesus Christ the victor. The believer’s personal battle with evil foreshadows the great battle pictured here, where God will meet evil and destroy it once and for all. Believers must be strong and courageous as we battle against sin and evil: We are fighting on the winning side.
The seventh bowl is poured into the air. There follow cosmic judgments in which the great city is split into three parts, islands disappear, hail falls, lightenings flashes, and the earth quakes. The judgments show how far God is willing to go to make the people of the world realize what is at stake, and His desire to save them if they will repent from their sinful ways and worship the true God so they may live and not die the eternal death (Ezek.20:20-24). For those who would not hear the trumpet sound of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, God would make them to hear the sound of splitting islands, a great hail from heaven, every stone about 75 pounds in weight, lightening flashes and earthquakes. If any of those in the world is saved in the midst of these calamities, the Kingdom of God would have gained one unbeliever who would have died and gone to the lake of fire. But as strange as it may seem, instead of repenting, wicked people blaspheme the name of God. The lesson here is that great calamities will not bring people to repentance unless the grace of God works repentance in their hearts. This is the more reason believers must always remember to pray for unbelievers on regular basis, especially, pray for those of our natural families and friends that God may make their hearts better by all means. Whoever is not made better by God’s judgments will become worse. And whoever is so hardened that he or she will not repent will experience utter destruction in the lake of fire that burns forever and ever. 
bishop@hsapm.org
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries

PAGE  
5

