Sabbath Sermon of January 14, 2012.
Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Prophet Is Without Honor in His own Country

Mark Chapter 6

In his own town they called Jesus a carpenter, a “carpenter’s son” not the Son of David, or the Son of God as he was known everywhere he went; this only happened in his own hometown. Calling him the son of Mary was intended as a slur as the traditionalists do till this day. That he spoke with great wisdom, and that this wisdom was given to him, for they knew he had no learned education. That he did mighty works, did them with his own hands, for the confirming of the doctrine he taught. They acknowledged the two great proofs of the divine original of his gospel—the divine wisdom that appeared in the contrivance of it, and the divine power that was exerted for the ratifying and recommending of it; and yet, though they could not deny the premises, they would not admit the conclusion. They studied to disparage him, and to raise prejudices in the minds of people against him, notwithstanding. They rejected his authority because he was one of their peers. They thought they knew him, but their preconceived notions about who he was made it impossible for them to accept his message. We must not let prejudice blind us to truth. Especially for young Christians, as you learn more about Jesus, try to see him for who he really is, the Son of God.
Jesus said that a prophet (in other words, a worker for God) is never honored in his hometown, and sometimes in their families. As believers in Jesus Christ, let it not surprise us when people who knew us before we came to Jesus Christ, reject and question our authority as workers for Jesus Christ; because that do not make our work any less important. We do not need to be respected or honored by unbelievers, friends or family members to be useful to God. When friends, neighbors, or family members do not respect our Christian work, we must not let their rejection keep us from serving God.
Here Jesus’ sisters the children of Joseph and Mary are mentioned, but their names are not given. The names of his brothers are stated as James, Jude, and Simon (John 7:3-10; Acts 1:14). The mention of Jesus’ brothers and sisters by his hometown people was to show how well they knew him and his family members, for the same reason they rejected him as the Son of God. 

In Galatia 1:19, Paul mentions James as the Lord’s brother [the same James of Acts 12:17; 15:13-21; and 1 Cor. 15:7]. The plain statement of the New Testament leads to the conclusion that the sisters and brothers of Jesus were the children of Joseph and Mary. However, the traditional theorists claim that these were the children of Joseph by an earlier marriage or that they were cousins of Jesus have no merit. It is clear enough that the goal of the traditional theorists’ has always been aimed at denying who he is, the Son of God. As they were offended at him then, so are the modern traditional theorists toward him today, i.e., “he was and is like a rock over which they stumbled.”  Jesus could have done great miracles in Nazareth, but he chose not to because of their unbelief. In their minds, Jesus was no better than they are—he is just a common carpenter. They did not believe he was from God. Therefore, Jesus looked elsewhere, seeking those who would respond to his miracles and message. 
For the first time, Jesus sent forth his twelve disciples two by two. This meant that his own ministry was increased six-fold. If everyone who is converted to Jesus Christ would win one other person in a year, it would not be long before the Church would be the largest group of people on the earth. Unfortunately, most Christians tend to keep their salvation to themselves or are ashamed to witness to others the Gospel message. 
In Matthew 10:32, Jesus said “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.” If you claim to be Christian, but you would not tell others the gospel message of Jesus Christ, how then do you intend to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven if Jesus will not confess you before His Father?  It is not too late to start telling others about the gospel message of Jesus Christ (Luke 9:26; Matt. 27:11).
Scrap, i.e., a wallet used to carry food or small article. Jesus instructed the disciples to take nothing with them except staves for their journey. The point in all the accounts is the same for all believers—the disciples were to leave at once, without extensive preparation, trusting in God’s care rather than in their own resources. One advantage in going out by twos was that they could strengthen and encourage each other, especially when they faced rejection. When we are out there witnessing for Jesus Christ in the field, we should understand that our strength comes from God, and that he meets many of our needs through our team work with others. As we serve Jesus Christ, let us not try to go it alone. 
To every house or persons who would not receive the message of salvation, Jesus commanded that we should “Shake off the dust under our feet”, i.e., break off any relationship and refuse to accept responsibility for whatever happens after that. It should be a vivid sign to all believers that they wished to remain separate from people who had rejected Jesus and his message. Jesus made it clear that all who heard the gospel were responsible for what they did with it. The disciples were not to blame if the message was rejected, as long as they had faithfully and carefully presented it (John 3:18). 
Believers in Jesus Christ are not responsible when others reject Jesus Christ’s message of salvation, but we do have the responsibility to share it clearly and faithfully with others. Repentance is emphasized throughout the New Testament as very essential to obtaining God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. The four Gospels constantly reiterate this theme. So do the Book of (Acts 2:38); 17:30; 20:21} and the Epistles (Rom. 2:4; 2 Cor. 7:9, 10; 2 Pet. 3:9).

As it is today with the world leaders wondering about Jesus, so it was with Herod, and along with others who wondered who Jesus really is. Unable to accept Jesus’ claim to be God’s Son, many people today as it was in Herod’s day have made up their explanations for his power and authority. Herod thought Jesus was John the Baptist come back to life, while those who were familiar with the Old Testament thought he was Elias (Elijah, Mal. 4:5). Still others thought he was a teaching prophet in the tradition of Moses, Isaiah, or Jeremiah. Today people still have to make up their minds about Jesus. Some think that if they can name what he is—prophet, teacher, good-man, or one among their so called reformers, they can weaken the power of his claim on their lives. But what they think cannot change who Jesus is or the Word of God. Jesus says, “I am the Inevitable.” If you are reading this sermon today, you better believe it that you will some day face his judgment, dead or alive.
As recently as 2006, the late Orthodox Rabbi Yitzchak Kadouri revealed to his followers in a coded message before he died the name of Israel’s Messiah [Israel Today Magazine, April, 2007] (1). This revelation given to Yitzchak Kadouri by Jesus to one of the most learned Orthodox rabbis, takes away from the Jew or Gentile all his excuses for not believing the Word of God and in [Yeshua] Jesus as the Son of God. 
The mention of Philip in this chapter was on account of his wife Herodias who left him to marry his brother Herod Antipas the tetrarch of Galilee and son of Herod the Great. When John contended the two for committing adultery, Herodias formulated a plot to kill him. Instead of getting rid of her sin, she plotted to get rid of the one who brought it to the open. This is exactly what the religious leaders of Israel were trying to do to Jesus. 
“Give me by and by in charger, i.e., bring me the head of John the Baptist on a platter as soon as possible,” were the exact words of Herodias’ daughter as she was instructed by her mother; for Herod’s oath’s sake. He who took an oath did that which was irreversible. This was true in pagan nations and among the Jews of which Herod was the king. 
However, scripturally speaking, unrighteous oaths are not irreversible; they are not to be honored. Using her daughter, Herodias succeeded in her plot in getting rid of John the Baptist so that she may continue in her adultery. The death of John the Baptist fulfilled the prophecy about his departure from the scene “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). In the death of Jesus, Israel’s religious leaders and their Gentile conspirators’ plot was successful as well, but it actually fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament (Dan 9:25, 26). 
The word Apostle means “one sent” as messenger, authorized agent or missionary. This became an official title for Jesus’ twelve disciples after his resurrection (Acts 1:25, 26; Eph. 2:20). On their return from their mission his disciples came to Jesus and reported their experiences, and Jesus took them away to rest. But the people followed them afoot from several cities and came to them. Jesus had compassion for them, because this crowd was a pitiful as a flock of sheep without a shepherd. Sheep are easily scattered; without a shepherd they are in grave danger (Ps. 23; Isa. 40:11; Ezek. 34:5). Instead of sending they away as his disciples had suggested, Jesus as the shepherd chose to feed the multitude before sending them away for it was getting late, and most of them had followed him all day.
Two hundred pennyworth, i.e., “a year’s wages.” When Jesus asked the disciples to provide food for over 5000 people, they were amazed and said it would take a fortune i.e., a year’s wage to feed such a crowd. However, a situation that seems impossible with human resources is simply an opportunity for God. The disciples gathered the available food: five loaves and five fishes, and then organized the people into groups as Jesus had commanded. Then, in answer to prayer, God did the impossible. More than five thousand men were fed, including women and children. Christians should learn to involve God from start to finish when facing a seemingly impossible task, because He may see fit to make the impossible happen. 
When Jesus appeared to his disciples in the fourth watch, i.e., between three and six in the morning. The disciples were surprised to see Jesus walking beside them on the water. But they should have realized he would help them when they were in trouble. Though they had lost sight of him, His concern for them overcame their lack of faith. The next time you find yourself in deep trouble, you should remember that Jesus Christ knows your struggles and cares for you.
In this chapter we saw how different people have examined Jesus’ life and ministry; his neighbors and family; the religious and the political, Herod the king, and the twelve disciples. For lack of inner faith none of these appreciate him for who he is. The disciples are still unclear, still unbelieving, being distracted by their desire that the kingdom of Israel be restored by Jesus Christ. Even after watching Jesus miraculously feed 5000 people, they still could not take the final step of faith and believe he was God’s Son. This attitude is prevalent today in most people who call themselves Christians. The disciples would not have been amazed to see him walk on water, if only they had transferred the truth they already knew about him to their own lives. Those who consider themselves Christians must not only believe these miracles of Jesus, they must also transfer the truth of the Word of God to their own life situations.
On arriving at Gennesaret which was a small fertile plain located on the west side of the Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, where Jesus lived, the news of Jesus’ presence brought multitudes for exactly the same reason multitudes come to healing meetings today. They have deep physical needs for which they have had no relief, and when they hear of a healer, they flock to him, hoping that something will happen to them. Most of these people expected Jesus’ healing power to be released when they touched his tassels (Matt. 9:20, 21). They may not have realized that it was faith in Jesus not magical power that healed them.
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