Sabbath Sermon of January 15, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Unholy Trinity: The Dragon and the Two Beasts
Revelation Chapter 13

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus Christ, John while standing at the sea shores sees the dragon of chapter 12 and the two beasts of chapter 13 constitute a trinity of evil. Under their awful assaults the saints of God experience persecution probably worse than anything suffered by God’s people at any time. The trinity of evil is offset by the true Trinity of God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—to whom be glory for their victory over the trinity of evil.

Prophet Daniel was given a similar vision of the four beasts. A lion that had eagle’s wings. Archeologists have found winged lions among the ruins of Nimrod and Babylon. Here they symbolize the Babylonian empire and its religion. In the Babylonian religion the winged-lion represented their chief deity Bel/Marduk. The total Daniel’s vision comprised four beasts of which the first was the winged lion; there is also a bear, a leopard, and the beast with ten horns that was diverse from all others before it (Daniel 7:4-6).  
The beast from the sea in John’s vision which has ten horns and seven heads looks like a combination of the four beasts that Daniel saw centuries earlier in a vision. On his horns are ten crowns representing ten kingdoms or would be rulers of the ten regional zones of the New World Order. The beast represents the power of paganism, which is worldwide and has extensive control over the destinies of the nations. This beast has features common to a leopard, a bear, and a lion—the savages and agility of a leopard, the overwhelming power of a bear, and the petrifying snarl of a lion. The dragon has given power to this beast so that men worship it. This beast exercises political power over the world.
Some have wondered why people in their right minds would want to worship the beast. No doubt the people of the world will worship the beast, because not only do they hate the word of God, but the beast, the antichrist, the false messiah, he will be a counterfeit of Christ and will even stage a false resurrection, and they will follow him and worship him instead of God Almighty. In Thess. 2:9-12, Apostle Paul tells us that this will be the sins and the ruin of God’s adversaries. Because they did not love truth, they did not believe it. And because they did not believe truth, they took great pleasure in their unrighteousness. God’s grace toward them was withdrawn, and they were given over to Satan to be his deluded assistants. “God is just when he inflicts spiritual judgments here on earth and eternal judgments hereafter, upon those who have no love for the truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who do not believe them, nor live suitable to them, but indulge false doctrines in their minds, and wicked practices in their lives and conversations.” “What they did agreed with what they believed; thus, they are numbered among the damned.”
Again, according to the former Catholic Bishop Gerald Bouffard, the Pope has four crowns which also may represent these powers. Except True Christianity, he controls all religions from Rome, the financial world from London, and the military power from Washington D.C.  The forth crown Gerald Bouffard in an interview said is his control of the occult power, and this places the Pope at the top of the pyramid as the head of the Luciferian religion system known as the Illuminati and the New World Order.
The beast from the earth has two horns like a lamb and speaks like a dragon; Satan gives him power to do miracles. The beast encourages men to worship the first beast. The second beast from the sea Satan gives political power and is called the false prophet. He performs what appear to be miraculous acts and is a religious rather than a civil power. The mark of his name is 666 [SFS], and it is only the Catholic organization that uses this symbol. The sphere of his work is in the religious, not the political, arena. Both beasts work together to capture the control of the whole world. In place of the Christian faith he would substitute worship of the first beast. The beast from the earth represents the antichrist, a false Christ who is at enmity with the true Christ while he pretends to be godly. This man of sin will oppose God’s Kingdom; he will exalt himself and will demand worship, and will be worshipped by his damned followers while seated probably in the Temple that his Masonic followers are preparing to build in the city where our Lord Jesus was crucified, which has become the center of the Babylonian religion (Rev. 11:8). This unholy trinity: the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet will unite in their efforts to attempt to overthrow God’s Kingdom, but their efforts will be thwarted (Dan 2:43-45; Rev. 19:19-21; 20:10).
Before the second coming of Jesus Christ certain events are prophesied as having occurred: (1) the gospel shall have been preached to all the worlds for a witness (Matt. 24:14); and (2) the great tribulation will have occurred, and the man of lawlessness (or sin) will rise for a period of three and half years. Wickedness will be unrestrained as the power of the Holy Spirit is lifted and great misfortune will be the lot of the human race that will be left behind on earth. 
The power given to the beast will be limited by God. He will allow the beast to exercise authority only for a short time. Even while the beast is in power, God will still be in control (Rev. 11:15; 10:102). The beast will be permitted to conquer God’s people and rule over them, but he cannot harm them spiritually. He will establish worldwide dominance and demand that everyone worship him. As we saw earlier, many will worship him—everyone except true believers. This will result in temporary suffering for God’s people, but they will be rewarded with eternal life in the end i.e., those who shall endure till the end.

In this time of persecution by the antichrist, professing the Christian faith or refusing to worship the beast would be a very dangerous thing to do and could bring jail sentence and or execution as Christianity will be outlawed. The antichrist and his followers will have the power to hurt God’s people only in their flesh, but the believers will suffer no spiritual harm as they will all enter God’s presence perfected and purified by the blood of the Lamb of God. 
v. 16-18. “And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” The mark of the beast is a counterfeit concocted by Satan to muck the mark God places on his children (Rev. 7:2, 3). In the same manner that God marks his people to save them, so Satan’s mark his people to preserve them from the persecution that Satan will inflict upon the children of God, but not from the wrath of God that would certainly come thereafter upon Satan’s damned followers.  Those who accept the mark of the beast as they are noticeably everywhere today are showing their allegiance to Satan, their willingness to operate within the economic system he promotes, and their rebellion against God. However, to reject the mark of the beast means committing oneself entirely to God, preferring death to compromising one’s faith in Jesus Christ.
A lot have been said about the meaning of the number 666, but I am of the notion that if three sevens represent complete perfection, then the number 666 falls completely short of perfection. Whatever specific application the number is given, it symbolizes the worldwide dominion and complete evil of this unholy trinity designed to undo Jesus Christ’s work and overthrow him. Those who have the wisdom of God should know the mark of our enemy and his name; it is 666 or [SFS]. But the Kingdom of our God is already victorious and so are all Believers in Jesus Christ.
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