Sabbath Sermon of January 28, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Feeding of the Four Thousand
Mark Chapter 8
We had the story of a miracle very much like this before, in this gospel in (ch. 6:35), and of this same miracle (Matt. 15:32), and here is little or no addition or alternation as to the circumstances. Jesus’ miraculous feeding of 4,000 people as recorded in this chapter is different from the one earlier in chapter 6 in which he fed 5,000 people who were mostly Jews. 
Jesus was teaching in the Gentile region of Decapolis, where a great multitude had gathered to listen to him. Jesus work and message were beginning to have an impact on large number of Gentiles. They remained with him for three days without food and Jesus would not send them home fasting, so he commanded the people to sit down, and with seven loaves and a few small fishes he fed 4,000 people and sent them away home all fed before departing for Dalmanutha. This tells us something about the zeal of those who are moved by the Word of God and would rather do without food than miss what the Lord would tell them. The common people unlike the political and religious leaders appreciated Jesus and listened to him. He led them out of compassion and concern for those who sustain hardships for his sake and for the sake of the gospel. In verse 4 we noticed that his disciples doubted Jesus again wondering how he hoped to feed the great multitude knowing they were in a desert area where there are no stores to buy bread. But Jesus took seven loves of bread and gave thanks, and the multitude was fed to the glory of the Almighty God.
We must never feel God is so busy with important concerns that he can not possibly be aware of our needs. Just as Jesus was concerned about those people’s need for food, he is concerned about your daily needs. Jesus says “You should take no thought, saying, what shall we eat? Or, What shall we drink? Or, Wherewith shall we be clothed?. . . for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things” (Matt. 6:25-34). Do you have concern that you think would not interest God? There is no concern too large for him to handle and no need too small to escape his interest.

11-14. In Dalmanutha, the Pharisees came “Tempting him,” i.e., “testing him.” The Pharisees had tried to explain away Jesus’ previous miracles by claiming they were done by luck, coincidence, or evil power. Now they demanded a sign from heaven something only God could do. They said in effect, “If we see the sign, then we will believe in you. In other words, they persisted in asking for a supernatural sign from heaven to confirm Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah. They had already dismissed his miracles. Here Jesus says that no sign would be given them except the sign of Jonah. He refused to give them a sign then; but it may be inferred that the mention of Jonah pointed toward his own death and resurrection as the great sign of the future. But even this sign, the greatest of them all, was not accepted by many Sadducees and Pharisees, because we read in the four gospels how they bribed their own guards to cover-up the story and the events of Jesus’ resurrection witnessed by the guards they posted to prevent Jesus from getting out, and later in the Book of Acts. Jesus refused their demand because he new that even this kind of miracle would not convince them. They had already decided not to believe. Jesus knows what is in every heart. Hearts can become so hard that even the most convincing facts and demonstration will not change them.
15-21. Jesus charged the people to beware of the leaven of Pharisaism and Herodianism. The leaven in this passage symbolizes evil. As only a small amount of yeast is needed to make a batch of bread rise, so is the evil of the hardheartedness of the religious and political leaders could permeate and contaminate the entire society and make it rise up against Jesus Christ, his message and his church.
Some have said, “How could the disciples experience so many of Jesus’ miracles and yet be so slow to comprehend who he was?” The fact that they had already seen Jesus feed over 5,000 people with five loaves of bread and two fish, yet here in verses 4, 16-21 they doubted whether he could feed another large group. Most Christian’s attitude when it comes to believing God today are no different from that of the disciples of Jesus. This is one of the reasons that it is essential that the Christian have the Hoy Spirit, which quickens him or her.

Most of the times Christians are also slow to catch on with God’s work. Although Jesus has brought us through trials and temptations in the past, we are slow to believe he will do it in the future. We must not allow our hearts to be too closed to take in all that God can do for us. Believers ought not to be like the disciples who were doubtful because they were distracted all the time. We must remember what Jesus has done, and have faith that he will do it again, and even more. 

22-30. In restoring the blind man’ sight in Bethsaida, Jesus touched the man twice before he could see. This miracle was not too difficult for Jesus, but he chose to do it in stages purposefully, to show the disciples that some healing would be gradual rather than instantaneous to demonstrate that spiritual truth is not always perceived clearly at first. In the churches prayers are offered for healing, even when we see no immediate signs, but the healing continues gradually in the lives of the members. However, the blind man was healed completely before Jesus departed from the area for Caesarea Philippi.
Caesarea Philippi was an especially pagan city known for its worship of Greek gods and its temples devoted to the ancient god Baal. This city where many gods were recognized was a fitting place for Jesus to ask the disciples to recognize him as the Son of God. It was in this city that Jesus asked his disciples who others thought he was, then he asked them the same question. It is not enough to know what others say about Jesus; as a Believer, you must know, understand, and accept for yourself that he is the Messiah. You must move from curiosity to commitment, from admiration to adoration.
Jesus warned his disciples not to tell anyone the truth about him, because he knew they needed more instruction about the work he would accomplish through his death and resurrection. Without more teaching, the disciples would have only half the picture. When they confessed Jesus as the Messiah, they still did not know all it meant.

v. 31-38. “He spake that saying openly,” i.e., Jesus predicts his death for the first time. In this case Jesus did not speak obliquely, parabolically, or indirectly. He was plain and explicit. However prejudiced the disciples might have been, they could not then misunderstand what he was saying to them. Peter out of a misplaced love, wanted to shield the Savior from this horrible fate. Jesus rebuked him strongly and emphatically. In his reaction to the news, Peter was not considering God’s purposes, but only his natural human desires and feelings. He wanted Jesus Christ to be King, so they can all sit with him on the throne of David, but not the suffering servant prophesied in Isaiah 53. He was ready to receive the glory of following the Messiah, but not the persecution.
“Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take his cross, and follow me.” The believer’s life is not a paved road to wealth and ease. It often involves hard work, persecution, deprivation, and deep suffering. Peter saw only part of the picture. No believer should repeat this mistake—instead let us focus on the good that God can bring out of apparent evil and the resurrection that follows crucifixion.

Unknowingly the disciples of Jesus were trying to help Satan accomplish his goal by preventing Jesus from going to the cross and fulfilling his mission on earth. Jesus used carrying a cross to illustrate the ultimate submission required of his followers. He is not against his followers being joyful, nor is he saying that we should seek pain needlessly. He is talking about the effort needed to follow him day by day, to do his will even when the work is hard and everything looked bleak.
Believers should be willing to lose their lives for the sake of the Gospel, not because our lives are worthless but because nothing—not even life itself—can compare to what we gain with Jesus Christ. Jesus wants us as Christians to choose to follow him rather than to lead a life of self satisfaction. He wants us to stop trying to control our own destiny and to let him direct us. This makes good sense because, as the Creator, he knows better than we do what real life is about. All that is required of us is submission to his will and not self-hatred; He asks us only to lose our self-centered determination to be in charge.

In this world whatever we have is only temporary; it can not be exchanged for our soul. If we work hard at getting anything we want, but in the end we will find it hollow and empty. If you are reading this sermon today, and you are among those who think they are enjoying life in the world, please listen to me before it is too late for you. Would you be willing to make the pursuit of God more important than the selfish pursuit of pleasure in the world? If you would choose to follow Jesus today, you will know what it means to live abundantly now and to have eternal life as well. Jesus has given everyone of us a choice to call to him and be saved, or reject him now and be rejected by him at his Second Coming. 

*If you would like to accept Jesus as your Savior and Lord, simply pray the following prayer in faith, and Jesus will be your Lord!   

Click on the link or copy and paste it on your web browser:  http://www.hsapm.org/salvation.html
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