Sabbath Sermon of January 7, 2012
by Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Evil of Idolatry: The Pagan Occult Worship/Holidays 
Jeremiah Chapter 10
It is believed that this chapter was written after the first captivity, in the time of Jeconiah or Jehoiachin. Jeremiah warns the captives against embracing the astrology and idolatry of their conquerors, because it would make matters worse for them.
Like people everywhere, the people of Judah wanted to know the future too, and even when they knew the truth of God, they tried to discern it the pagan way; in horoscopes--”the signs of heaven.” Jeremiah’s response applies today: God made the stars that people consult. However, no one will discover the future in made-up charts of God’s stars. But God, who promises to guide you, knows your future and will be with you all the way. He may not reveal your future to you, but he will walk with you as the future unfolds. We are not to trust the stars; we are to trust God who made the stars.
Idols have no power in fact, only in fancy. We must shun them in favor of God who can speak, walk, and do what he pleases. Those who put their trust in a chunk of wood or stone, even though they are carved well and clothed beautifully, are foolish. 

Why would anyone think you are foolish? If they think you knew to do better, but they found you doing what they least expected of you. Therefore, the person who calls himself or herself a Christian who worships and participates in the pagan and occult festivals and holidays is said to be not only very foolish, but stubborn and unrepentant because he or she has not obeyed the commandments of the Almighty God. 
It is foolish to trust in man-made images rather than God. It is easy to think that things we see and touch will bring us security than God. But things rust, rot, and decay. God is eternal. Why put your trust in something that will disappear within a few years?

Jesus says, “it is not me who judge you, but it is the word that I speak because they are not mine, but The Father’s who sent me” (John 12:48; 14:24).  The purpose of Jesus’ first mission on earth was not to judge people, but to show them the way to find salvation and eternal life. When he comes again, one of his main purposes will be to judge people for how they lived on earth. On the day of Judgment, those who accepted Jesus and lived his way will be raised to eternal life, and those who rejected Jesus and lived any way they pleased will face eternal punishment (Dan 12:2; Rev. 20:4-15).
The simplest person who worships God is wiser than the wisest person who worships and participates in a worthless substitute, for this person has discerned who God is. But the foolish “are without excuse: because that when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened,” in that they deride Him (Rom. 1:20-23). In what or whom do you place your trust? Before you answer, remember God sees all and knows all.
Uphaz, from which Ophir is in a more modern reading. If so, this would place it in southwest Arabia from where these items were imported; in blue and purple colored clothing. Idols are all counterfeits or pretenders. The Lord God is genuine, as is evidenced by his works that endorse and enforce his words. The world of Jeremiah’s day contained few, if any, atheists. The heathen and a superfluity of gods. They made graven images to these gods and bowed before and worshipped them, and even sacrificed their children to them (Deut. 18: 10-14; Lev. 20:2-5). 
The Scriptures picture the difference between the gods made by the hands of men and the God who by his hands made man and the universe, and who holds all things together by divine power. The contrast is so startling that one is left to ponder how anyone could choose false gods in place of the one true God. In the time of their visitation they shall perish. When God comes to reckon with idolaters he will make them weary of their idols, and glad to be rid of them. They shall cast them to the moles and to the bats, Isa. 2:20 . Whatever runs against God and his commandments will be run down at last.

The shepherds of the nation (i.e., the rulers, pastors and priests) had no eye for God. They neither saw that judgment was about to fall, nor did they expect deliverance could or would come from the hand of the true God. They are the evil leaders responsible for the calamity. The flocks are the people of Judah as can be said of America today. When the leaders should have been guiding the people to God, they were leading them astray.
Hypocrisy is pretending to be something you are not and have no intension of being. Jesus called the Pharisees hypocrites because they worshipped God for the wrong reasons. Their worship was not motivated by love, but by a desire to attain profit, to appear holy and to increase their status. We become hypocrites when we pay more attention to reputation than to character or carefully followed certain religious practices while allowing our hearts to remain distant from God.
The invasion, which comes from the north, is noted by the peoples, to the north of Judah. It refers, of course, to Nebuchadnezzar’s armies moving south which, of course, is the judgment. There will always be problems as long as the world is filled with sinful people. Not even Christian churches, schools, ministries, or homes are problem free. God has promised not only to give us the support we need to overcome the world, but to deal with our problem-filled environment by applying His Word to our situation.
God’s ability to plan our lives well is infinitely beyond our ability. Sometimes we are afraid of God’s power and God’s plans because we know his power would easily crush us if he used it against us. Believers are not to be unafraid to let God correct our plans. He will give you wisdom if you are willing. 
The light of Jesus Christ’ truth is revealed to everyone of us not hidden. But you may have chosen not to see or to use all of the truth that has been presented to you in the Word of God. Only as you put God’s teachings into practice will you understand and see more of the truth. The truth is clear, but your ability to understand is imperfect. As you obey, God will sharpen your vision and increase your understanding (James 1:22-25).
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