Sabbath Sermon of January 8, 2011

By Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Seven Signs, the Woman and the Great Conflict
Revelation Chapter 12.

In this scene of John’s vision of the revelation of Jesus, he sees the woman arrayed or clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet. She has a crown of 12 stars on her head. She is beset by the dragon, who is Satan, the arch-enemy of God and Jesus Christ. She was pregnant with a child, and she is pained to be delivered. She gave birth to a male child which represents the Lord Jesus, who is to rule over the whole universe. The child is caught up to God and his throne (Dan. 7:13, 14). The woman flees into the wilderness, a place of spiritual refuge and protection from Satan. By aiding the woman’s escape into the wilderness, we learn that God protects and keeps his people against the onslaughts of Satan. Satan always attacks God’s people, but God keeps them spiritually secure. 

In these verses we see an early prophecy being fulfilled in which God said he would put enmity between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, Gen. 3:15. The attempts of Satan and his agents to prevent the increase of the church, by devouring her offspring as soon as it was born. In the second chapter of Matthew we have a very lively description in the most proper images of Satan’s cruelty the woman and her child. The church is represented in this vision as a woman, the weaker vessel, but the spouse of Christ, and the mother of the saints. She is clothed with the light of the Lord Jesus Christ. Having put on Christ, who is the Light of righteousness, she, by her relation to Christ, is invested with honorable rights and privileges, and shines in his rays. 

The woman as having the moon under her feet (that is, the world); she stands upon it and overcomes it. She lives above it; her heart and hope are not set upon worldly things, but on the things that are in heaven, where her head is. On the woman’s head a crown of twelve stars, that is, the doctrine of the gospel preached by the twelve apostles, which is a crown of glory to all true believers. The woman as in travail, crying out, and pained to be delivered. She was pregnant, and now in pain to bring forth a holy progeny (children) to Christ, desirous that what was begun in the conviction of sinners might end in their conversion, that when the children were brought to the birth there might be strength to bring forth and that she might see of the travail of her soul. 

The grand enemy of the church is represented as a great red dragon —a dragon for strength and terror—a red dragon for fierceness and cruelty.  The dragon as having seven heads, that is, placed on seven hills, as Rome was; and therefore it is that pagan Rome that is here meant.  The dragon as having ten horns, divided into ten provinces, as the Roman Empire was by Augustus Caesar.  The dragon as having seven crowns upon his head, which is afterwards expounded to be seven kings, Rev. 17:10.  In the same way with his tail he drew a third part of the stars in heaven, and casting them down to the earth, today he is turning the ministers and professors of the Christian faith out of their places and privileges and making them as weak and useless as he could. The dragon stands before the woman, to devour her child as soon as it should be born, very vigilant to crush the Christian fruit in its birth and entirely to prevent the growth and continuance of it in the world. Do not all these sound like what the Illuminati; the antichrist network is doing today to the Church of Jesus Christ.

The unsuccessfulness of these attempts against the church; for, She was safely delivered of a man-child (v. 5), Jesus Christ, through whom a race of true believers came forth, strong and united, resembling Jesus in character and determination, and designed, under him, to rule the nations with a rod of iron; that is, to judge the world by the doctrine of Jesus Christ in the name of the Father, and as assessors (assistants) with Jesus Christ at the great day. Great care was taken of this child: it was caught up to God, and to his throne; that is, taken into his special, powerful, and immediate protection (Dan 7:13-14).

12: 7-17. These verses speak of the defeat of Satan, who is powerless against the Son of God. Yet his time has not come and he goes back to earth to persecute the people of God. The inhabitants of the earth are warned, especially the people of God that Satan is stepping up his persecution against them because he knows that “he hath but a short time.” But again he is ineffective against God’s people because God protects his people as a whole, even though individual believers can be the victims of Satan’s hatred and power, but believers are endowed with the power of God through the Holy Spirit who indwells them, and every one of them will be protected from spiritual harm. God will not let Satan take the souls of his true believers.
Here John is given this vision of a great war in heaven. He sees the source of all sin, evil, persecution, and suffering on the earth, and he understands why the great battle between the forces of God and Satan must soon take place. It is fought between Satan and the fallen angels who are opposed by Michael and the good angels. Satan is dethroned; he and his angels are cast down to earth. Much more happened at Christ’s birth, death and resurrection than most people realize. A battle between the forces of good and evil was under way, the battle was won when Jesus pronounced Satan’s defeat on the cross with these words “it is finished” (John 19:30).

With the resurrection of Jesus, Satan’s ultimate defeat was assured. Satan’s fall to earth took place at Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, and the 1,260 days or three and half years are symbolic way of referring to the time period when the fulfillment of this prophecy will be begin and end.  The phrase “for a time, and times, and half a time” of verse 14 points to the same period of three and half years prior to the time of Jesus Second Coming. The wrath of Satan is directed against the woman (the church) especially during this time. One thing is sure: in the struggle between God and Satan this malign spirit of hell will be defeated because of Jesus’ victory at Calvary (John 12:31). Satan can no longer oppose Jesus Christ, for his power has been diminished. Satan’s expulsion from heaven has come about by reason of the incarnation, the life, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus defeated Satan the enemy in entirety. 

The defeat and lockup of Satan will probably occur in the middle of a literal seven years tribulation period, following the final rapture of the church and preceding the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and the beginning of his 1,000 years reign. Believers must remember that because Jesus is victorious, Satan is already defeated by Jesus’ death on the cross and his resurrection (Daniel 12:1).
Satan is not a symbol of legend or myth; he is very real and very angry at every child of God. Satan is God’s enemy and he constantly tries to hinder God’s work, but he is limited by God’s power and can do only what he is permitted to do (Job 1:6; 2:8). The name Satan means “Adversary” or “Accuser” He actively looks for the children of God to attack (1 Pet. 5:8, 9). He likes to seek out believers who are vulnerable in their faith, who are spiritually weak, or who are isolated from other believers, especially those who have a bunch of unbelievers around them all the time.
The belief that Satan still has access to God based on Job 2:1 came to an end at the resurrection of Jesus, and Satan is for ever barred from coming before the Father. Jesus stands at the door of heaven; no one can come to the Father but by Him. Jesus is the “inevitable”. The critical blow to Satan came when the victory is won by sacrifice; Jesus’ death in our place to pay the penalty for our sin, and our daily prayers and deeds of faith in him make us more than conquerors as we face the battle with Satan (Eph. 6:10-12).

Some have said that if God is all powerful, why does Satan still bring temptations in the live of his people? One of the reasons God allows Satan to work limited evil and bring temptations is so that those who pretend to be followers of Jesus will be weeded out from among his true believers. Satan, of course knows that the great confrontation with Jesus is very near. He is desperately trying to recruit as great an enemy force as possible for this final battle. Click on the link to watch Satan’s strategies discussed during one of his councils in his efforts to corrupt, deceive and recruit enemy forces against the Church of Jesus Christ and her children:  

Part 5: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UhxECaCIhb4&NR=1
Full version:  http://video.google.nl/videoplay?docid=7071384717786904996#
While the woman represents the faithful members of the house of God and the child representing Jesus Christ, the rest of the “remnant of her seed” are those of the house of God who are and would remain faithful to God at the second coming of Jesus Christ. Because we are living in the last days, Satan’s work has become more intense. The care that God had taken of his church, was to convey her as on eagles’ wings, into a place of safety provided for her, where she was to continue for a certain space of time, while the son of perdition rages in the name of his father Satan (Dan. 7:25). Again, because of the continual malice of the dragon against the Church, the Church’s obscurity by going underground could not altogether protect her from the evil eye of her adversary; the old subtle serpent by infiltration, now follows the church into the wilderness, and casts out a flood of water after her, to carry her away. This is a flood of error and heresy, which was breathed by Arius, Nestorius, Pelagius, and many more of the antichrists like Cyril the archbishop of Alexandra who anthropomorphized Isis into Mary by which the church of God has been in danger of being overwhelmed and carried away. Today the church of God is in more danger from heretics than from persecutors; and heresies are as certainly from the devil as open force and violence. The seasonable help and protection God has always provided for His church and His Word in all dangerous junctures is evident in how the earth helped the woman, and opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood. 

Believers should be rest assured that the outcome of this controversy between God’s children and the children of the world has already been determined. Satan and his followers have been defeated and will be destroyed. Believers are to be alert and watchful because Satan is battling daily to bring more into his ranks and to keep his own from defecting to God’s side by falsely guaranteeing them victory against God’s people. It is certain that God will not lose the war, but every believer should be concerned not to lose the battle for his or her own soul. Believers must not waver in their commitment to Jesus Christ. The battle is very fierce, and it is raging; it is not a time to wobble.
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