Sabbath Sermon of July 27, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Promised to Noah: A New Beginning
Genesis Chapter 8

An act of God’s grace: God remembered Noah and every living thing. This is an expression after the manner of men. God does not forget nor does he he need to decide to do something; he is all knowing, for not any of his creatures, much less any of his people, are forgotten of God. It is because we lack the words to express God’s actions, that we use words like remembered, repented etc. The lives of the righteous and the faithful have the particular care of divine Providence. To encourage us in times of difficulty and danger, we must have recourse to our first principles, and build upon them. Now a firm belief of the doctrine of God’s universal providence, and the extent of it, will be satisfying to us when at any time we are in peril, and will encourage us to trust God in the way of duty. Providence takes cognizance of the meanest creatures, even of the sparrows. 
"Though sparrows are of such small account that five of them are sold for two farthings, yet not one of them is forgotten of God, but is provided for, and notice is taken of its death. Now, you are of more value than many sparrows, and therefore you may be sure you are not forgotten, though imprisoned, though banished, though forgotten by your friends; much more precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of saints than the death of sparrows.’’ Providence takes cognizance of the meanest interest of the disciples of Jesus Christ: "Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered much more are your sighs and tears numbered, and the drops of your blood, which you shed for Jesus Christ’s name’s sake. An account is kept of all your losses, that they may be, and without doubt they shall be, recompensed unspeakably to your advantage.’’ "You will be owned or disowned by Jesus Christ, in the great day, according as you now own or disown him. 
Weak believers, in their despondency, are ready to say, "God has forsaken his church and forgotten the sorrows of his people.’’ But we have no more reason to question his promise and grace than we have to question his providence and justice. God is as sure a rewarder as he is a revenger. Let us therefore, put away these distrusts and jealousies, for The Lord will never forget his people. The triumphs of the church, after her troubles, will in due time put the matter out of question. (Isaiah 49 verse 15, 16). The whole earth of mankind, except Noah and his family, was now extinguished, and driven into the land of forgetfulness, to be remembered no more; so that God’s remembering Noah was the return of his mercy to mankind, of whom he would not make a full end. It is a strange expression, Ezekiel. 5 verse 13, When I have accomplished my fury in them, I will be comforted. The demands of divine justice had been answered by the ruin of those sinners; he had eased him of his adversaries (Isaiah 1 verse 24), and now his spirit was quieted (Zechariah 6 verse 8), and he remembered Noah and every living thing. He remembered mercy in wrath (Habakuk 3 verse 2), remembered the days of old (Isaiah 63 verse 11), remembered the holy seed, and then remembered Noah.

2-5. The windows of heaven were stopped, or the floodgates were closed, and the rain was restrained. The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped at the command of God, by the wind. So it was not only purring from the ocean above the earth, the ocean was also rising in what could called Tsunami of the magnitude beyond anyone’s imagination. Meaning that the ocean below was shooting so high in the atmosphere as to united with the ocean above, meaning that the firmament did shrunk allowing the waters below and the waters above to drown everything on the face of the earth.

At God’s command, the fountain of the deep and the one above stopped pumping water, and the water started to recede from the face of the earth. In John 3: 6, Jesus uses the word “wind” to describe the one that is born again. In other words, one who is born again, has the authority of the Almighty God to go out into the world and stop the destructions being done by sin in the lives of people.  Christians are to go out into the world teaching all nations his Gospel in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28 verse 19 to 20).

 The water continued to recede for one hundred and fifty days. However, in the seventh month which is in September/October on the seventeenth day of the Gregorian calendar the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat. What usually happens at this time of the year as commanded by God? We celebrate the Feasts of The Lord. 
The water continued to decrease continually until the tenth month. And on the first day of the tenth month, was Noah able to see the tops of the mountains. And on the fortieth day following the 150 days, did Noah open the window of the ark, and sent out a raven, which went forth to and fro, meaning it did not return like the dove. The raven apparently lighted from time to time upon carcasses of dead animals and probably dead bodies floating on the water.  God was sovereignly doing what he pleased. He started the rain and stopped it when his purposes had been brought to pass. 
Mountains of Ararat constituted a range of mountains rising to a height of almost 17,000 feet above the sea level. The ark probably rested on one of the lower mountain of this range, closer to the sea level. This turned out to be the case when the ark was discovered by Ron Wyatt the archaeologist, who also discovered the Ark of Covenant outside the City of Jerusalem in a cave underneath where Jesus was crucified. The Babylonian flood epic says that the ark came to rest on the Mount Nisir, east of the Tigris River. But the historical ark was found in Turkey where the Bible says the ark finally came to rest. 
In the tenth month, on the first day of the month, that is, three months later, Noah and his family were able to see the tops of the mountains, like little islands, appearing above the water. We must suppose that they were seen by Noah and his sons; for there were none besides to see them. It is probable that they had looked through the window of the ark every day, like the longing mariners, after a tedious voyage, to see if they could discover land, or as the prophet’s servant (1st Kings 18:43, 44),
6-12. “A raven, which went forth to and fro.” The raven apparently lighted from time to time upon carcasses of dead animals floating on the water. The dove, which Noah next dispatched, would not alight on such floating carrion, and was thus a good indication of the water level. Noah occasionally sent a bird out to test the earth and see if it was dry, but he did not get out of the ark until God told him to . He was waiting for God’s timing. God knew that even though the water was gone, the earth was not dry enough for Noah and his family to venture out. What patience Noah showed, especially after spending an entire year inside his boat. We, like Noah, must trust God to give us patience during those difficult times when we must wait. Because God consults our benefit rather than our desires; for he knows what is good for us better than we do for ourselves, and how long it is fit our restraints should continue and desired mercies should be delayed. We would go out of the ark before the ground is dried: and perhaps, if the door be shut, are ready to remove the covering, and to climb up some other way; but we should be satisfied that God’s time of showing mercy is certainly the best time, when the mercy is ripe for us and we are ready for it.
13-15. In the 601st year, in the first month, the first day of the month, that is, “twenty-nine days after that. It is a great mercy to see ground about us. Noah was more sensible of it than we are; for mercies restored are much more affecting than mercies continued. The divine power which now renewed the face of the earth can renew the face of an afflicted troubled soul and of a distressed persecuted church. He can make dry ground to appear even where it seemed to have been lost and forgotten. In this year in the first month which is the month of March/April, were the waters dried completely from off the face of the earth. Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked around, but he did not get off the boat for another month until on the 27th day of the second month did the Lord speak to him saying that it was now alright to get off the boat. Once again, we learn that is always the right thing to wait on the Lord, for in his timing he will tell us was to do, how and where.

16-22. Noah went forth from the ark to a totally different world than had existed before. The planet had been affected by this catastrophe. The environment was less habitable, floods, earthquake, and famine started to become commonplace.
Clean beast, clean fowl, that is, ritually approved by God. Noah offered burnt offerings. Animal sacrifices were already known to men as a means for obtaining atonement and forgiveness. God was pleased with what Noah did and promised that there never again would be a universal flood that would extinguish all life. Those that have received mercy from God should be forward in returning thanks, and do it not of constraint, but willingly. God is pleased with free-will offerings, and praises that wait for him. Noah was now turned out into a cold and desolate world, where, one would have thought, his first care would have been to build a house for himself; but, behold, he begins with an altar for God: God, that is the first, must be first served; and he begins well that begins with God. He offered a sacrifice upon his altar, of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl —one, the odd seventh that we read of, (Genesis 7 verse 2, 3). Here Noah offered only those that were clean; for it is not enough that we sacrifice, but we must sacrifice that which God appoints, according to the law of sacrifice, and not a corrupt thing. Though his stock of cattle was so small, and that rescued from ruin at so great an expense of care and pains, yet he did not grudge to give God his dues out of it. 

Today believers are now to express our thankfulness, not by burnt-offerings, but by the sacrifices of praise and the sacrifices of righteousness, by pious devotions and a pious conversation. God’s gracious acceptance of Noah’s thankfulness. It was a settled rule in the patriarchal age: If thou doest well, shalt thou be accepted? Noah was so. For God was well pleased with the performance.
Two ways this resolve may have been expressed by God: “I will not again curse the ground, Heb. I will not add to curse the ground any more.” God had cursed the ground upon the first entrance of sin in Genesis 3 verse 17, when he drowned it he added to that curse; but now he determines not to add to it any more.  “Neither will I again smite any more every living thing;” that is, it was determined that whatever ruin God might bring upon particular persons, or families, or countries, he would never again destroy the whole world till the day shall come when time shall be no more. 
But the reason of this resolve is very surprising, for it seems the same in effect with the reason given for the destruction of the world: Because the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth (Genesis 6 verse 5). But there is this difference—there it is said, The imagination of man’s heart is evil continually, that is, "his actual transgressions continually cry against him;’’ here it is said, “It is evil from his or her youth,” says the Lord. It is bred in the bone; he or she was shapen and conceived in it (Psalm 51 verse 5). Now, one would think it should follow, "Therefore that guilty people shall be wholly extinguished, and I will make a full end.’’ No, "Therefore I will no more take this severe method; for,’’ First, "Man is rather to be pitied, for it is all the effect of sin dwelling in him; and it is but what might be expected from such a degenerate people: he is called a transgressor from his youth, and therefore it is not strange that he or she deals so very treacherously,’’ (Isaiah 48 verse 8). Thus God remembers that man is flesh, corrupt and sinful, (Psalm 78 verse 39). 
Countless times throughout the Bible we see God showed his love and patience toward men and women in order to save them. Realizing that their hearts are evil, he continues to try to reach them. When we sin or fall away from God, we surely deserve to be destroyed by his judgment. But God has promised never again to destroy everything on earth until the judgment day when Jesus returns to destroy evil forever (2 Peter 3 verse 8-15). Now every change of season is a reminder of his promise. 
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