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The Promise of the Comforter the Spirit of Truth
                                                                     
John 14:1-3. The words of Jesus in these verses show that the way to eternal life though not visible to the naked eye, but it is certain—as assured as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that may still be unsettled is your willingness to believe. Here Jesus says, “I go to prepare a place for you” and “I will come again.” We can look forward to eternal life because Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him.

Jesus was soon going to leave the disciples, but he would remain with them, and with all of those who would come to believe in Him. Before he left, in the following passage, The Lord introduces the comforter, the Spirit of God himself who would come after Jesus was gone to care for and guide the disciples; the Holy Spirit that may abide with the believer for ever (John 14: 16-17, 26; 15:26). Notice the use of the word “may,” signifying that you are in no way going to become a prisoner of the Holy Spirit against your will.  It is also true that the Holy Spirit will not involve himself in your life against your will; He must be invited in. In other words, individuals may choose not to involve the Holy Spirit in their thoughts or in their lives. After all, those who are whole need no physician, but they that are sick. (Mat. 9:12.). Just so, the Holy Spirit does not control believers in the sense of permeating our will, reason, and emotions, until we have recognize Him as the One Who has been sent by the Father to sanctify our lives and trust Him to perform His work in and through us. As Believers, we receive the Holy Spirit after we have proven to Jesus Christ that we love Him by keeping His commandments (John 14:15-17). One must first convince The Lord Jesus that he or she loves Him, and then will He ask The Father to give you the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is the very presence of God within all believers, helping them live as God wants and building Jesus Christ’s church on earth. As believers by the prayers we offer to the Lord, we have continually asked for his involvement in our lives, and by faith we can appropriate his power each day.  The Holy Spirit is a powerful person on our side, working for and with us. At the same time, we must bear in mind that the Holy Spirit is the power of God in action, directed by the Son, and you must have all three: The Father, Son and the Holy Spirit or you have nothing. (John 14: 21, 23; 1 Jn. 5:7-8).

The Role of the Holy Spirit

To understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the Church of Jesus Christ, or in the life of the Christian man or woman, we must look back to the scriptures to see why the Holy Spirit also known as the Comforter the Spirit of truth was given to the church in the first place, and by whom. Again, if we consider the fact that the Comforter the Spirit of truth is no respecter of persons, who speaks and reports what He hears to and from the Father, John 16:13, then we will have no difficulty understanding why most conventional churches have intentionally limited the involvement of the Holy Spirit in their services. (2 Chron. 19:7; 1 Pet. 1:17).  Just like the elders of Israel who for their idol worship in the dark, thought that God could not see them, so are these conventional church leaders, who think that by restricting the role and the involvement of the Holy Spirit in their services, that God could not see what  they do (Ezek. 8: 3-18).

John 7:37-39. From the Scriptures we read of the two simple requirements for the fullness of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer: first, a thirst for His control and a trust in the Lord Jesus for the Spirit’s control. “If any man thirst” refers to a desire on the part of the Believer that the Holy Spirit be the One to control his every thought, word, and deed. A desire for His control will include, among other things, a desire that He call us to judge sin in our lives and keep it out, a desire that He separate us from all the ties we might have with the system of evil called the world, a desire that He dethrone our self-life and enthrone the Lord Jesus as absolute Lord and Master, a desire that He produce in us His own fruit, a desire that He make us Christ-like, a desire that He lead us and teach us. Of course, such a desire: The Spirit controlled life is a crucified life. For the Spirit to be alive in us, self must be dead in us (1 Cor. 15:36; Gal. 6:7-8).

The second requirement is trust. Our Lord said, “He that believeth on Me, out from his inmost being shall flow rivers of Living Water.” The trust here in this context is not only trust in Him as Savior, but trust in Him as the One Who fills with the Holy Spirit. The point is that the Holy Spirit comes to our aid when we avail ourselves of His help. Therefore, there are just two things which the Believer must do in order to be controlled by the Spirit, desire that control and trust the Lord Jesus for that control. Thus the greatest need of the Church is the Holy Spirit, and that refers to His working in the hearts and lives of Believers in Jesus Christ.

The Lord in his description of the foremost role of the Holy Spirit, made it clear that the Comforter is sent not only to reprove (“convict”) the world of sin, but to help believers defeat sin and live righteously, and of judgment of those who reject the Gospel message of salvation, but that the Holy Spirit’s primary responsibility will be to guide the true Church of Jesus Christ and the Christian into all truth. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, and He will not lead people into error, nor will He ignore or condone error.  Sin consists in the refusal to accept Christ and his message. Righteousness by the Holy Spirit indicates that Jesus Christ’s death on the cross was not a defeat but a victory. Jesus Christ returned to the Father who vindicated his mission and accepted what the Son had done. This Spirit’s judgment indicates that the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ constitute the basis on which God condemned the ruler of this world’s darkness.

The Comforter is to be with the believer and in him or her, and He will not speak of himself, but of Jesus Christ.  He will testify of The Lord Jesus Christ, and will show us things to come, and will remind us all that He The Lord has said. He shall glorify Jesus Christ, and will receive from The Lord Jesus Christ and show it to the believer. (John 14:16-15, 26; 15: 26).

The Importance of Jesus’ Expedient Departure.    

“It is expedient that I go away for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you, but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” In this passage his disciples sorrow is offered the comfort that the departure will be for their advantage, as it is the condition of the fulfillment of the promise of the Holy Spirit. In (v.12) it appears that the point here is that the disciples could not experience the invisible presence till the visible had been withdrawn; and the work of Christ in death and rising again had to be accomplished before the new life in the Spirit could become the possession of the believers. Furthermore, this refers to the Lord’s ascension which was necessary in order for him to make possible the coming of the Holy Spirit. Fulfill his own prophetic word (Jn. 14:38; 16:5; 20:17); make possible the further work of Jesus to prepare a place for his people and to intercede for them (14:2, 3; Heb. 8:12); as our high priest and advocate enter the Holy place in heaven with his blood to secure eternal redemption (Heb. 9:11). The Holy Spirit could not come until the work of Jesus was completed on earth. Christ had to die, rise again, ascend into heaven, and be seated at the right hand of the Father. This would signify that his atoning work was not only complete, but was completely satisfying to the demands of The Almighty God. Only then could the age of the Holy Spirit as the regent of Jesus Christ on earth commence. To everyone who has received the Holy Spirit is considered born of the Spirit, and is likened unto the wind. (John 16: 7-15; John 3: 7, 8). The believer life on earth is likened unto the wind, in the sense that like the wind the believer’s actions are felt and heard, but the source is unknown to the world because it is not of this world, but from the Kingdom of God.

Now to every one who has received this Spirit, is given according to the measure of the gift of Jesus Christ. To some He gave apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some, pastors and teachers.  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. Each of us in Christ now has a separate function, because Christ who came down amongst us, and has now been exalted, so that the whole universe should be filled with his Presence. This same Christ has given each of us a special gift, every one according to their several ability; which we are to use for the enrichment of the life of the Church. The aim of all this, therefore, is nothing less than that the Church should be allowed to grow and mature through its members who have received these gifts, until it expresses the wholesomeness of Christ in its life. (Eph.4:7-12).

Christ through the Holy Spirit provides the church with leaders: apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers. These have for their ministry the perfecting of the saints, which is to encourage believers, strengthen them, and equip them for the purpose of conforming them to the image of Jesus Christ.  These activities must continue till we all come into the unity of the faith, which must lead to the knowledge of the Son of God Jesus Christ, unto the perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ Jesus: These gifts, therefore, and the exercise of them must remain and maintained in the Church until we all can make a clean break with the past. Until we all can live Christian lives which means changed lives, a total re-making of our whole person(s) into what God intended it to be. A life spent in one fellowship, where lies cannot be condoned, where there is no room for harboring grudges, dishonesty, a foul tongue, spite and ill-tempter. Until we as Christians can begin to see these offenses as against God’s Holy Spirit which is in us through Jesus Christ. (Eph. 4: 11, 13).

Until we as Christians can individually and consistently from the heart of our hearts, show kindness, generosity, and a forgiving heart - knowing that these are not more than our just debt to God, who has forgiven us, when we accepted  the death and the resurrection of his son Jesus Christ. Until we Christians as God’s children, make Christ our pattern, and that means showing to each other the same kind of costly love as Christ has shown to us, irrespective of our backgrounds.

Until we Christians have made this clean break with the past, knowing that casual sex relationships, greed, envy, hatred and filthy talk or being members of secret societies will bring God’s punishment. Until all who are members of the body of Christ make no mistakes about that, and have learned to keep away from people who say and practice these things. Until we all come to recognize that the diversity of gifts in the body of Christ, are given by the same Holy Spirit. (Eph. 4:17-32).  
Again, the Believer is exhorted to be filled with the Spirit, possessing the mind and heart of the Believer. The Holy Spirit is a person to control another. He is not a substance to fill an empty receptacle. Thus, the Holy Spirit possesses or controls the volitional, rational, and emotional activities of the Believer who is said to be filled with Him. (Eph. 5:18)

Prophecy or Speaking in Tongues

To prophesy, in the biblical sense - is as true in the New Testament Church, where it is called “speaking with other tongues”.  In 1 Cor. 12, we find that Apostle Paul’s object is to put the question about “speaking in tongues” in its proper perspective. In this passage, the apostle is admonishing Christians who have known religious ecstasy of pagan (Chakra-Kundalini, etc) before coming to Christ, to now recognize that where speaking in tongues proclaim Jesus as Lord, it is the operation of the Holy Spirit.  Paul then went on to show that the possession of the Spirit that on occasion seized the “judges” and the prophets in the early Old Testament times, are not the only way that the Spirit of God laid hold of a man or a woman, although it is the most convincing way for the spectator. Paul then speaks of a few of the many gifts that are given by the same spirit - showing the many ways in which the Spirit of God is active within the Church.  Therefore, the whole body of Christ must now recognize that all the work and worship of the Church, teaching, healing, believing, preaching, wisdom, knowledge, faith, charity, miracles, as well as the gift of  “tongues” and prophecy,  is the Holy Spirit in action.

The man or woman of God, therefore, ought to teach these truths, that all these have their place in the Church, which is the body of Christ, and that all are essential to each other as are the various parts of the human body.  For it is God who has given these gifts to the church, some apostles, prophets, preachers, healers, administrators, miracles, helpers, church governments, diversities of tongues, and interpretation  of  tongues. Therefore, since it is certain that none of us would hesitate to accept any gift from The Lord, we must in the same manner, relate to the whole gift package, including the gift of speaking with other tongues as one of the essential tools given to the Church by the Lord for the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

However, when Paul says that the Corinthians are to “covet earnestly the best gifts,” he never meant to say that there are more important gifts than speaking in tongues; and neither was he suggesting that you may pick and choose, but that it is God who gives to everyone according to his or her calling in Christ Jesus. Yet even then, believers who cherish any gifts who pray to receive them must remember that they are given according to God’s will (1 Cor.12:  11-18).

(1 Cor. 12; 13)  In these passages, we find that Paul was concerned about the conduct of some in the Church in Corinth who claim to have received these gifts, who make false professions of faith in Jesus Christ, either deliberately or unwittingly, pretenders and are sinners; Paul intended to educate them on the basic principles of Christianity: Faith, Hope, and Love. Paul warns the Corinthian Church of his fears that the sinners and misguided men and women among them may not repent and thus the problems may continue to persist. In that event he will come to reprove and rebuke them and the false contrary spirits that may have infiltrated the Corinthian Church. If he comes and find things out of order, he will not spare anyone whose possesses this false spirit. He will do it so that they know Jesus Christ is speaking through him. Paul emphasizes that the believer must have very good understanding of these three things, which some in the church in Corinth seemed to lack. Love among the brethren as was commanded by the Lord must be taught with all seriousness, and without ceasing. (John 14:15; 15:10, 12, 14, 17; 1 Jn. 3:22-24). Without which the unlearned Believer could go on working and believing while in disobedience of the Lord’s commandment, which could result in a total rejection of all the believer’s works that the believer had purportedly rendered in the name of Jesus Christ (Matt. 7:21-28;  1 Corinthians 3: 12, 15).

In 1 Cor. 14, we find that because it was evident that there was carnality among the members: envying, strife, divisions. Paul now exhort all Believers everywhere to follow after the commandment of the Lord, (John 15:12-13) making certain of our motives each time, in what ever we are trying to accomplish in The Lord. Believers’ work must be based on these principles, especially on this “Love” which passes all understanding: “Love ye one another as I have loved you” says The Lord Jesus Christ.

However, one might argue that the since these appeared to have received the gifts of the Holy Spirit, it would seem then that they do understand the basic principles of Christianity. But the gifts of the Holy Spirit Believers receive after they have come to the Lord are from God the Father, for abandoning our reprobate ways and returning to Him through Jesus Christ, having accepted the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross and his resurrection by which our sins are forgiven. Gifts from God the Father are never based on merits, and God does not take them back, because they are gifts that are given by God to help us and encourage us to continuing in doing good deeds of faith. Thus, it is only the receiver of these gifts that may reject them. However, the Holy Spirit will continue to try to guide the Believer into all truth, but the Holy Spirit even though it was given that it may abide with the Believer for ever, may at some point leave the Believer if the Believer no longer desires Him. (Judges 16:20, I Sam. 16:14; Eph. 4: 30).

Rejecting the Holy Spirit, How?

Understanding the things that God hates, might help us understand how one could sometimes grief the Holy Spirit of God in us. The way this comes about is for the believer to go against the will of the Holy Spirit who dwells in his or her heart. Lack of love for the brethren, lying, uncleanness are some of the sins that interrupt fellowship between the believer and Jesus Christ. Sinning incurs the loss of the Spirit’s power and fullness.  Paul also says not to quench the Holy Spirit. Neither is He to be outraged or insulted (1 Thess. 5:19-22; Heb. 10:29; Rom. 1: 21-32). Therefore, those who wish to walk in the Spirit must shun fornication, adultery, all uncleanness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talking, and jesting. Those who practice these things can expect only the wrath of God on them. (Eph. 5:3).  The mind or “reason,” is the higher part of man in his natural state; the “inner man,” It is capable of knowing God, but becomes “reprobate” through sin (Rom. 7:22-25; 1:28). In order that it may be a sure guide to truth and right, it must be renewed or “transformed” by the infusion of the Holy Spirit. For the new man, and his “creation,”

Again, the believer must use discretion and common sense at all times, and makes the best use of his or her time. Avoid the false excitement of intoxication; but drink your fill of the Holy Spirit; and when you want to sing, sing praise to God.” The believer is to inculcate conscientious sobriety of judgment and the right sublimation of those instinctive impulses which when perverted lead to intemperance.

Light as we know it, was used by Jesus Christ to describe true believers (Matt. 5:14). Paul in his thought specially associated it with the idea of the Church as the bride of Christ and Christ is the bridegroom (Col. 1:12, 13,).  Christians are children of light as belonging to the new order of the kingdom of God. Sin itself is darkness, but the recognition of sin is a part of the light of the kingdom of God; and in this sense it might be said that whatever is made manifest by the Word of God belongs to the realm of light (1 John. 1:5-7, 18-21).

A believer is one who keeps His commandments,( John 14: 15-17) and he or she is sealed with the Holy Spirit;  “marked with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit” when born again or regenerated (Eph.5:18). But unfortunately, not all those who claim to believe in Jesus Christ are spiritual Christians, some are carnal, or “mere infants in Jesus Christ”, leading a defeated life. (1 Cor. 3:1). “The mind of sinful person is death” (Rom 8:6). Thus, a permanent canal state is evidence of non-regeneration. Christian maturity or the Spirit-filled life is the object for every believer. It can be attained by (1) meeting the first prerequisite for being filled—confessing all known sins to the Lord, (1John. 1:7-9; 2 Cor. 7:1) (2) giving oneself over to God by laying the life at the feet of Jesus (Rom. 12:1; 6:13)  (3) asking God to fill one’s heart, believing He will fill those who confess their sins and surrender their lives to Him; (4) embracing the promise that the Holy Spirit has filled them, and (5) going out to live as one who has been filled with the Holy Spirit. (Col. 12:20.)

We may now conclude with this, that the stature of the full-grown man or woman is measured by the standard of all that Jesus Christ is (his fullness). It is thus suggested that “perfection” in the full sense is not anything to be attained by an isolated individual, but the goal of the true Christian society though in another sense each Christian is to be perfect; (Matt. 5:48; Col. 1:28).
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