Sabbath Sermon of June 18, 2011
By Dr. Flint Chika

Jesus the Forgiver of Sins

Matthew Chapter 9

This chapter begins with the healing of a man who had palsy, and when Jesus saw him he encouraged him to be of good cheers, the fact that his sins are forgiven. Jesus had the power to forgive sins, not just to declare that they have been forgiven. God alone can forgive sins, if Jesus could do this, he was God. 

You could almost imagine what was in the minds of the scribes and what they did about this good news, glorify God, no instead they accused Jesus of blasphemy. But because Jesus was God, he knew what was in their heart, and he warned them about the evil in their heart. Jesus made sure they understood that he did what he did to the glory of God and for them to know that he has the power to forgive sin on earth. The multitude except the Scribes and the Pharisees, glorified God for the work of miracle that was done by Jesus. 
In the 9th verse we read about the calling of Matthew the writer of this gospel. Jesus was passing through the customs checkpoint when he saw him sitting at the cashier’s desk, and said to him follow me. Matthew immediately left all and followed Jesus. This is what happens when we are responsive to the call of God to his work. It is no time to wobble when God calls us for action in the harvest field.
9:10-14. Publicans and sinners, i.e., “tax collectors and sinners” who came to join him and his disciples at meal. The sinners were ordinary people who may not have been keeping all the minute prescriptions of the laws—especially those dealing with food and social customs—that the Pharisees prized so highly. The Pharisees criticized Jesus for eating and drinking with both kinds of people, and for befriending them as well. It was against this self-righteousness that Jesus told the story about the Pharisees and the tax collector who went to the temple to pray (Luke 18:9-14). We should not be afraid to reach out to people who are living in sin, because God’s message can change anyone.
The Pharisees constantly tried to trap Jesus and they thought his association with these “lowlifes” was the perfect opportunity. Matthew was one of the lowlifes as a tax collector when Jesus found him cheating the people, and changed him. The Pharisees were more concerned with their own appearance of holiness than with helping people, with criticism than encouragement, with outward respectability than practical help. But God is concerned for all people, including the sinful and hurting ones. The Believers life is not a popularity contest. If we are to follow Jesus’ example, we must share the Gospel with the poor, immoral, lonely, and outcast, not just the rich, moral, popular, and powerful. While we must share the Gospel with others, believers must beware not to pick up their evil ways. When we spend a lot of time with people, we can easily pick up their attitudes and begin to imitate their actions.  When you work, live, or play with unbelievers, beware of the influence they may have on you. Instead of drifting into bad habits, see if you can have a positive influence and point them to God.
“For more on “I will have mercy, and not sacrifice.” Those who are sure they are righteous cannot be saved, because the first step in following Jesus is to acknowledge our need and admitting that we do not have all the answers. Pride keeps a person from turning to God because pride acknowledges no need of help from anyone, human or divine. Pride intensifies all our other sins, because we cannot repent of any of them without first giving up to our pride.
9:15-17. John’s disciples fasted as a sign of morning for sin and preparation for the Messiah’s coming. Jesus’ disciples did not need to fast because he is the Messiah and he was with them. Jesus did not condemn fasting—he himself fasted. He emphasized that fasting must be done for the right reasons. 

Some have said that John the Baptist’s message was harsh, and too focused on law. When people look at the God’s Law and compare themselves to it, they realize how far they fall short and that they must repent. That is the reason Jesus came to teach us how easy it is to live it. Jesus’ message focused on Christian living, the result of turning from sin and turning to God. John’s disciples had the right start, but they needed to take the next step and trust in Jesus as John the Baptist pointed out to them (John 1: 29, 36).
“Neither do men put new wine into old bottles.” In the Bible times, wine was not kept in glass bottles but in goatskins sewn around the edges to form watertight bags. New wine expanded as it fermented, stretching its wineskin. After the wine had aged, the stretching skin would burst if more new wine was poured into it. New wine, therefore, was always put into new wineskins.
Jesus compared this to his gospel message to that of the religion of Judaism. Jesus did not come to “patch up” the old religious system of the Scribes with its rules and traditions. If he had, his message would have damaged it. His purpose was to bring in something new, though it had been prophesied for centuries. This new message, the Gospel, said that Jesus Christ, God’s son came to earth to offer all people forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God.  The Gospel of Jesus Christ did not and does not fit into the rigid legalistic system of religion. It needed a fresh start. The message will always remain “new” because it must be accepted and applied in every generation. When we follow Jesus Christ, we must be prepared for new ways to live, new ways to look at people, and new ways to serve.
The woman who had suffered for 12 years with an “issue of blood” who touched Jesus at the hem of his garment and was healed teaches us that in our times of desperation, we do not have to worry about the correct way to reach out to God. Like this woman, we are to simply reach out to God in faith, and He will respond.

The coming of Jesus brought with it a new power that changed people’s situations that had been a problem for years. Like the leper and the devil possessed men and this deceased woman was considerably unclean. But Jesus changed all that and restored all as new.

9:18-30. The raising of the dead is one of the Bible’s rarest miracles of the various miracles performed by Jesus this was one he employed the fewest times. There has been no empirically verified evidence for this sort of miracle in our generation of which we may attribute to lack of faith. This does not rule out miracles; it only means some kinds of miracles are more common than others.

Again, note that Jesus did not respond immediately to the blind men’s pleas, who called out to Him “Thou Son of David.” Thus it was no secret amongst people that he was the Messiah; because it was known that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Isa. 9:7) He waited to see if they had faith. If you ask why? Well not everyone who says he or she wants help really believes God can help them. Jesus may have waited and questioned these men to emphasize and increase their faith. If you ask why he questioned them? The answer is that for if it seems that God is too slow in answering your prayers, could it be that he is testing you as he did the blind men. Therefore, answer to our prayers is dependent on the strength of our faith in God. Jesus healed people because he had compassion. Thus he told the blind men to keep quiet because he did not want to be known simply as a miracle worker, but as The Lord.
9:31-38. In the previous chapter the Pharisees accused Jesus of four different sins: blasphemy, immorality, impiety, and demon possession. The Pharisees did this for the following reasons: (1) Jesus bypassed their religious authority, (2) He weakened their control over the people with their terror, (3) He challenged their cherished false beliefs, (4) He exposed their insincerity motives and their falsehood. Note that while the Pharisees questioned, debated, and dissected Jesus, people were being healed and lives changed right in front of them. Therefore, their opposition was based on nothing but on jealousy of Jesus’ Popularity among the people.
As Jesus went about all the cities and villages teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the kingdom of heaven, he made certain all understood that the promised and long-awaited Messiah had finally come. His healing miracles were a sign that his teaching was true and was from The Father.
Jesus now urges us to pray that God will send forth laborers into the harvest field. More laborers mean more trained hands to preach the gospel; workers who know how to deal with people’s problems. True Believers can comfort others and show them the way to live because they have been helped with their problems and have been trained by God and his laborers before them (1 Cor. 1:3-7). Thus there are some things that do not happen because believers have not prayed. Moreover, the command indicates that if we do pray, we can be sure that God will affirmatively answer this prayer and will send in more laborers into the harvest field. The power of God is entrusted to us believers for the fulfilling of the Great Commission.
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