Sabbath Sermon of March 30, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Allegory of the True Vine

John Chapter 15

In this chapter Jesus speaks of love’s four relationships: the Father loves the Son,  Jesus uses the Father’s love for himself as the pattern of his love for the Christian “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me.” The demonstration of this love is found in Jesus Christ’s death for his friends; the disciples are to love him and to abide in his love, and The Lord Jesus demands that the disciples love one another. In Ephesians 5 verse 21, Jesus states his love for the church, which is his body. It declares that nothing “can ever keep Jesus Christ’s life from us. When suffering comes, it should not drive us away from God, but help us to identify with him further and allow his love to reach us and heal us (Romans 8 verse 35). 

Jesus Christ is the vine, and God is the husbandman or Gardner who cares for the branches to make them fruitful. The branches are all who claim to be followers of Jesus. The fruitful branches are true believers who by their living union with Jesus produce much fruit. Jesus says, “Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it that it may bring forth more fruit.“ Fruit is not limited to soul-winning. In this chapter, answered prayer, joy, and love are mentioned as fruit in verses 7, 11 and 12.  In Galatians 5 verses 22 to 24 and 2 Peter 1 verse 5 to 8 describe additional fruit: qualities of the Christian character. 

Jesus makes a distinction between two kinds of pruning: cutting off, and cutting back branches. Fruitful branches are cut back to promote growth. In other words, God sometimes will warn and discipline us to strengthen our character and faith.  But branches that do not bear fruit are cut off, because not only are they worthless, they often infect the rest of the tree. Those who would not bear fruit for God or who try to block the efforts of God’s followers will be cut off from the divine flow of life.

4-10. “Abide in me and I in you” Abiding in Jesus Christ, means essentially the followings: believing he is God’s Son (1 John 4 verse 15); receiving him as Savior and Lord (John 1 verse 12); doing what God says (1 John 3 verse 24), continuing in faith (1 John 2 verse 24), and relating in love to the community of believers of Jesus Christ’s body. Many people try to do good, be honest, and do what is right. But Jesus says the only way to live a truly good life is to stay close to him, like a branch attached to the vine. Apart from him our efforts are unfruitful. Are you receiving the nourishment and life offered by Jesus Christ, the vine? If not, you are missing a special gift he has for you. To receive what you ask, Jesus says that if He and his Word abide in you, then will you received what you ask.

When you as a branch of the vine bear “much fruit,” God is glorified, for daily he sent the sunshine and rain to make the crops grow, and constantly he nurtured each tiny plant and prepared it to blossom. What a moment of glory for the Lord of the harvest when the harvest is brought into the barns, mature and ready for use!  He made it all happen!  This farming analogy shows how God is glorified when people come into a right relationship with him and begin to “bear much fruit” in their lives. But if a person chooses not to abide in the true vine, that is in Jesus Christ, we read in John 3 verse 18 that this person is already condemned, and there is only one place those who are condemned by the judgment of God go; they are cast into the fire, and they are burned. Some who are still in denial of the reward that awaits anyone who rejects Jesus Christ, and have said that God will not send anyone to hell, it correct to say that God does want any to end up in hell, but He cannot stop you from sending yourself to hell if you reject Jesus Christ. 

God has made a way through his Son for all to escape the hell fire, but if anyone chooses not to accept God’s offer of eternal life in Jesus Christ, the choice is theirs. Because we read in Revelation 20 verses 4 to 10,  how that not everyone will be going to heaven, as millions if not billions of people who in their life time who would choose to go to hell by rejecting Jesus Christ, will be allowed to have their wish. Again, if the saints of Jesus will be spending eternity with him in heaven (John 17 verse 24), don’t you think Satan would like the same for himself. Of course, Satan will be spending eternity in the lake of fire with his adherents and with all those who did his bidding. 

The Bible tells us that there is enough room in hell for all who would choose to go there (Psalm 27 verse 20). For those who would choose to continue to hold this line of thought that there is no judgment of God, there is no hell, well Jesus says, “And behold I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according to his or her work shall be” (Revelation 22 verse 12). In Acts 12 verse 23, we have a very good example of what would happen in the end to those who would not give glory to God. If you have not accepted Jesus Christ, you ought to do it today and escape the hell fire. I beg you in Jesus name not to choose to wait and see, because the lake of fire is real, and is described by Jesus in Mark 9 verses 44, 46, 48. In these verses Jesus with these strange words, pictured the serious and eternal consequences of sin to his audience, worms and fire represented both internal and external pain. Nothing could be worse.

11-17. My friends, when things are not going well, we feel elated. When hardships come, we sink into depression. But true joy transcends these waves of circumstance. Joy comes from a consistent relationship with Jesus Christ. When our lives are intertwined with his, he will help us walk through adversity without sinking into debilitating lows and manage prosperity without moving into deceptive highs. The joy of living with Jesus Christ daily keeps us levelheaded no matter how high or low our circumstances. 

If you desire to abide in the love of Jesus, he says to keep his commandments, because that is exactly how he abides in his Fathers love, by keeping his Father’s commandments and doing what he says. Jesus commands that we are to love one another as he loved us, and he loved us enough to give his life for us. We may not have to die for someone, but there are other ways to practice sacrificial love: listening, helping, encouraging, giving. Think of someone in particular who needs this kind of love today. Give all the love you can and then try to give a little more to any one that needs it.  

Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, he should call us servants, but instead he calls us friends. However, Jesus says that we are his friends if we do whatsoever he commands us to do. How comforting and reassuring to be chosen as Jesus Christ’s friends. The moment we start doing what Jesus commands us to do, he will no longer see us as his servants, but his friends; for all things that the Father tells him, he will make them known to us. Because he is our Lord and Savior, we owe him our unqualified obedience, but Jesus asks us to obey him because we love him, not that he will make us. 

Jesus made the first choice to love and to die for us, to offer us eternal life. We make the next choice to accept or reject his offer. Without his choice, we would have no choice to make. Christians will get plenty of hatred from the world, from each other we need love and support.  If you are in the habit of allowing small problems to get in the way of loving other believers, Jesus commands that you love them, and he will give you the strength to do it if you would only try. Once again Jesus offers hope. The Holy Spirit gives strength to endure the unreasonable hatred and evil in our world and the hostility many have toward Jesus Christ and his followers.

18-23. There are two kinds of children: the children of God and the children of the world or Satan. Jesus says that the Children of the world hate the children of God. They do so because God’s children are not of the world, if they were, the world would love them as its own. But because God’s children belong to Jesus Christ, the world hates them as it hates him.  Jesus says that this hatred sterns from ignorance, for the children of the world do not know “Him that sent me.” The world would have had no sin if Jesus had not come to tell them of the love the Father has for them. But they have seen him, and have heard him, but have chosen not to listen to his Gospel; instead the world hated him and his Father.  In Jesus Christ the world hates God himself; this is twice said here (v. 23): He that hateth me, though he thinks his hatred goes no further, yet really he hates my Father also.  

24--27. What then is the great sin of the children of the world? It is that they see Jesus Christ, deny him, and hate him, and because they do this, they also hate the one who sent him, the Father. If there were no God, atheist need not hate the God that does not exist. But the beauty of nature the providence of God that abounds in the universe the fact of justice, and the appearance of Jesus Christ attest to God’s existence—so that those who hate God and Jesus Christ are without excuse.  Those who cannot bring themselves to deny that there is a God, and yet wish there were none, they see and hate him. Hatred of Jesus Christ will be construed and adjudged hatred of God, for he is in his person his Father’s express image, and in his office his great agent and ambassador; He is the only way to the Father. 

Regression, not progression occurred after the fall. The world turned from God to idols, from purity to adultery, fornication, and perverse sins against nature itself. At last God gave them up “to doing everything their evil minds could think of.” Men and women who were once holy have become depraved with no hope of improvement apart from regeneration and sanctification. Evil men and women now call wrong right, and they know what they do is wrong. Apostle Paul says three things that “God gave them up” to using sexual relations in a wrong fashion, that is, fornication and adultery which of course, is worship to Satan; to using sexual relations in a way that is always wrong, that is through homosexual conduct; and to a debased and reprobate mind, so that they called evil good and defended those who did everything Paul described in Romans 1 verses 24 to 32.  

For those who would choose to continue with the mind set that God would not punish sin, I have news for you, because the Bible tells us in Revelations verses 7 to 15 that not everyone is going to heaven. The lake of fire is the ultimate destination of everything wicked, Satan, the beast, the false prophet, the demons, death, hell , and all those whose names are not recorded in the book of life because they did not place their faith in Jesus Christ. 

But now God having sent his Son, to stop the depravity in the world, has commanded the whole world to honor the Son as they honor the Father, and therefore what glory the Father has, that the Son has. Hence it is easy to infer that those who are enemies to the Christian faith, however they may cry up natural religion, are really enemies of the Almighty God. Deists like some of the so called founding fathers of America were, in effect atheists, and those that ridicule the light of the gospel would, if they could, extinguish even natural light, and shake off all obligations of conscience and the fear of God. Let an unbelieving malignant world know that their enmity to the Gospel of Jesus Christ will be looked upon in the great day as an enmity to the blessed God himself; and let all that suffer for righteousness’ sake, according to the will of God, take comfort from this; if God himself be hated in them, and struck at through him, they need not be either ashamed of their cause or afraid of the issue. Believers are offered hope, for the Holy Spirit gives strength to endure the unreasonable hatred and evil in our world and the hostility many have toward Jesus Christ and his followers. 

Jesus uses two names for the Holy Spirit: Comforter and Spirit of Truth. The word Comforter conveys the helping, encouraging, and strengthening work of the Holy Spirit. Spirit of truth points to the teaching, enlightening, guiding and reminding work of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit ministers to both the head and the heart. He “Proceedeth from the Father,” means the Spirit goes out from the Father. This is no angelic being but the divine person himself who testifies of Jesus. The Holy Spirit will empower believers to bear witness, because He indwells them.  Jesus promised his Church that the Holy Spirit shall maintain the cause of Jesus Christ in the world, notwithstanding the opposition it should meet with. “For the gate of hell shall not prevail against his Church.” Jesus Christ, when he was reviled, committed his injured cause to his Father, and did not lose by his silence, for the Comforter came, pleaded it powerfully, and carried it triumphantly. "When the Comforter or Advocate is come, who comes from the Father, and whom I will send to supply the want of my bodily presence, he shall testify of me against those that hate me without cause,’’ says the Lord Jesus Christ. This promise of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost which marks the beginning of the true Christian Church.
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