Sabbath Sermon of May 28, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Principles of The Kingdom of God

Matthew Chapter 7

Judging Others - Jesus Gives Directives
“Judge not, that you be not judged.” I have always heard people come up with this statement by Jesus, whenever you pointed out some things they are doing that violates the principles of the Kingdom of God.  The Christian should understand that this command against judging does not mean we should never judge, or rather point out people’s wrong doings as we see them around us.  Rather Jesus speaks against the kind of hypocritical judgmental attitude that tears others down in order to build oneself up. The Christian having been born again, should understand that this command does mean that we should (1) first judge ourselves by examining our motives and conducts; (2) never judge rashly; (3) not to make our decisions binding on all; (4) never infer the worst as we are apt to do; (5) never judge a person on the basis of a single act; (6) never judge the hearts of others, for only God knows the heart. This is a call to discerning rather than negative.
Receiving anything from God require that you expect to receive what you asked. The Christian asks through prayer, which must be followed by the laws or principles that undergird it: (1) a right relationship to God through Jesus Christ. God promises to answer the Christian’s prayer. He does not promise to answer the prayers of unbelievers, although he may do so by common grace; (2) a genuine desire to secure from God the petition addressed to Him (1 Sam. 1:10, 11; 2 Kings 19:14-19; Luke 11:5-10); (3) a confidence in God that leads to asking in simple trust (7:7-11; James 4:2) (4) a faith that believes that God is able and willing to answer (Heb. 11: 1; 1 John 5:14; 15); and (5) the confident acceptance of the answer before it has come (Mark 11:24).
The Narrow Versus the Broad Way
The Christian should understand that Christianity is a life style, and this life style is somewhat a strict one. The way is straight and ahead, there are no shortcuts to the gate that leads to the throne of God. However, there are ways that lead away from the throne of God, unfortunately, a lot of people seem to be going that way because they lack any rules and are fast lanes (Luke 24:11). The Christian is to stay on the straight route, because that is the way that leads to the throne of God.
The Law and the Prophets
Jesus points out that the Law itself hangs on these: whatsoever you would that people do to you, do the same to others. This is the Golden Rule.  The Christian ought to live by it.  There is a four-way test by which the Christian can make decisions as to what he or she should do and how to think. The Christian must ask, (1) is it the truth? (2) Is it fair to all concerned?; (3) Will it build good will?; and (4) Will it be beneficial to all concerned? This is the law as was thought by the prophets, i.e., Jesus says, “this is the teaching of the law of Moses in a nutshell.
The False Prophets
There are numerous warnings in the Scriptures against false prophets or parrots. They are called treacherous, covetous, crafty, drunken, immoral, and profane. These liars who pretend to be what they are not should be shunned. You would know them by their fruits, because no bad tree can bring forth good fruit; so it is with a false prophet. Certainly, a good prophet shall bring forth good fruit, Jesus says. Unfortunately, every false prophet or minister of the Gospel who brings forth bad fruit shall certainly be thrown out of the camp of God’s people. Cut down and thrown into fire.
Two Types of Christians
Jesus in this passage describes two types of Christians, one is the one who calls himself or herself a Christian but does not do the will of God, and the other is the one who believes and does the will of God. Jesus now concludes that obviously, not everyone that calls himself or herself a Christian will receive the crown of victory. Jesus continues to say that on the last day, many teachers and ministers of the gospel will try to talk Him into recalling knowing them as ministers of the gospel, who did great things in His name, including charity work, miracles, etc., but that in His answer he would be very loud and clear, “I never knew you, get away from me you false and dubious servants.”
Jesus warns the Christian to make sure he or she is doing the word of God. To search the  Scriptures always to know the spirit of the prophet and or gospel ministers. The Christian is like a builder and might be led to build upon any of these foundations: gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble. However, every Christian’s work shall be made known on the day of the Lord. Every Christian’s work shall be tested by fire of what sort it is. If any Christian’s work which he or she has built, survives the fire storm that shall test every work, the Christian shall receive the victory crown. But if the Christian’s work should get burned or destroyed by the fire storm because the Christian had built his or her house with cheap materials (false doctrines, deceit) and upon a heap of sand, he or she shall suffer a big loss.
The people were astonished at his doctrine, because he spoke as the Lord, and not as the scribes. The title Lord is applied to Jesus Christ nearly seven hundred times in the New Testament. When related to the words Jesus and Christ, these three terms tell us the following: As Jesus, he is the Savior, as Christ, he is the anointed one of God; as Lord; he is the master of our lives. The word kyrios was used as the equivalent of Yahweh in the ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament. If it is so used in reply to: the New Testament, too. Thus, Jesus Christ is identified with Yahweh in the use of kryios (“Lord”). Jesus the Christ is Yahweh; or God (Matt.21:21; John 14:7-11; 3:13).
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