Sabbath Sermon of April 7, 2011.
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Temptation of Jesus in the Wilderness

Matthew Chapter 4

The temptation of Jesus represents a fight to the death between Jesus and Satan, between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. Jesus is tempted, his heel bruised, the serpent repulsed, and his head crushed. Jesus didn’t just walk into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan, no, he needed a place of isolation to pray and think his mission over. It is just like you and I would be up beat for the work of God, then Satan comes along as always to confuse and to distract us with the things of the world. The temptation by Satan shows us that Jesus was human, and it gave Jesus the opportunity to reaffirm God’s plan for this ministry. It also gave an example to follow when we are tempted. Jesus’ temptation was an important demonstration for his sinlessness. He faced temptation and did not give up. That is what we should do when temptations come our way. Respond real hard with the Word of God against the author of all temptations, the devil.  
After Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty nights, he was hungered because he was a man. Satan saw that as an opportunity to tempt him in the same way that he tempts many of us today, especially when we allow ourselves to get desperate for something. We saw how the prophet of God allowed himself to be deceived by the false prophet who was actually working for the devil because the true prophet was hungered and desperate for food and water (1 Kings 13:11-24). But in the case of Jesus, the three words “It is written” was used by him to repulse the devil. The Word of God is the sword of the Spirit, and it is the only offensive weapon in the entire Christian armory (Eph. 6:17). Satan tempted Jesus in the same manner the true prophet of God in 1 King 13, was tempted. Through the false prophet, Satan used religious falsehood to deceive the true prophet of God. Satan applied the same trick on Jesus using the Scripture Exodus 34:28 to try to deceive Jesus to sin. 
 Paul had warned believers in the Colossian Church not to let anyone beguile them of their reward in Jesus Christ; through false pretexts of gentleness and false humility which leads to the worship of angels, deities, idols, and the veneration of images of the dead.” Satan and his false prophets have ever been the worst enemies to the true prophets and children of God, usually aiming to destroy them, but sometimes, as here, to debauch them and draw them from their duty. “Thus they gave the Nazarites wine to drink that they might glory in their fall” (Amos 2: 11, 12). In words, if all the messengers of God were corrupted, there would remain little influence for good among the people. 
Satan and his agents are very busy to corrupt the minds of young people that look heavenward; and many that would have been champions for Christ they have overcome by giving them wine to drink, by drawing them in to the love of mirth and pleasure, and drinking company. Multitudes of young men that bade fair for eminent professors of true Christianity have erred through wine, and been undone for ever. God’s people are more in danger of being drawn from their duty by the plausible pretences of divinity and sanctity than by external inducements; we have therefore need to beware of false prophets, and not believe every spirit. Satan and his adherers will ever do what they could to silence good ministers, and to stop their mouths as if God’s messengers were bound to observe their orders. 
Satan purposed to have Jesus despair of his Father’s goodness, to presume upon his Father’s power, and to deny his Father’s honor by giving it to Satan. It is the same battle true Christians wage today against what John describes as man’s three great weakness—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the vainglory of life (1 John 2:16). The first has to do with pleasure, by which bodily desires are satisfied, the second has to do with covetousness, which springs from the eye and has to do with the desire for riches and great possession, the third has do with worldly ambition, which is a vainglory that craves honor and applause. It is the same temptation that Eve was tempted and she succumbed to it, and likewise did the true prophet who also succumbed (Gen.3:6; 1 Kings 13). Jesus was able to resist all of Satan’s temptations because he knew the Scripture, not only that, but he also obeyed it.
From this point Jesus became a resident of Capernaum in Galilee, and as prophesied by Isaiah the prophet saying, of the three promises: (1) of a great and glorious light, (2) of economic plenty and universal joy (3) of glorious enlargement and freedom from the enemy (Isa. 9:1-2; 42:6, 7). For unto us a child is born. Thus this prophecy speaks about the birth of the Messiah King, which finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ as the God-man. He is given the title “The everlasting Father,” literally, “Father of Eternity,” in the sense that he made all things. Capernaum was the hometown of Simon and Andrew (Mark 1:29), located at the north end of the Sea of Galilee. The international highway ran through Capernaum, hence the tax collector’s office was located there (Matt.9:9, Mk. 2:13, 14). In the tax collectors office was where Jesus saw Matthew, and he asked him to follow him and Matthew left all and immediately followed him. 
Jesus did not go into the country, till he heard of John’s imprisonment; for he must have time given him to prepare the way of the Lord, before the Lord himself appear. Providence wisely ordered it, that John’s ministry should be eclipsed before Jesus Christ’s ministry fully began; otherwise the minds of people would have been distracted between the two; one would have said, I am of John, and another, I am of Jesus. John must be Jesus Christ’s harbinger (precursor), but not his rival; thus the saying of John “he must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
After did Jesus then began to preached saying, “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand, i.e., it is near or has arrived.” The phrase the kingdom of heaven is synonymous with the phrase used in Mark and Luke, “the Kingdom of God.”  Jesus used of the Hebrew, or Aramaic, the phrase kingdom of heaven is a respectful equivalent to the name of God. Mark 1:15 and Luke used the same phrase, but in a form more familiar to a Gentile audience—“Kingdom of God.” After that, Jesus went up to Jerusalem, to the Passover (John. 2), there he discoursed with Nicodemus (John. 3:1-13), with the woman of Samaria (John. 4:1-35), and then returned into Galilee, and preached there. But Matthew, having had his residence in Galilee, begins his story of Jesus Christ’s public ministry with his preaching there, which account we have in this book. 
The work of the ministry is so great and sometimes hard, that it is fit to be entered upon by steps and gradual advances. Notice that the subject which Jesus dwelt upon now in his preaching and it was indeed the sum and substance of all his preaching. It was the very same message John had preached upon (Matt. 3:2); “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”; for the gospel is the same for substance under various dispensations; the commands the same, and the reasons to enforce them the same; a minister or an angel from heaven dares not preach any other gospel (Gal. 1:8), for it is the everlasting gospel. Fear God, and, by repentance, give honor to him, Rev. 14:6, 7. Jesus put a great respect upon John’s ministry, when he preached the same message that John had preached to the people before him. By this he showed that John was his messenger and ambassador; for when he brought the Gospel himself, it was the same that he had sent by him.

Now, here we have an account of some other disciples that Jesus called into fellowship with himself. And this was an instance, of effectual calling to Christ. In all his preaching he gave a common call to all the country, but in this he gave a special and particular call to those that were given him by the Father (John 6:44). Jesus was probably walking for contemplation, as Isaac in the field; to this place he went to call his disciples. Have you noticed how and where Jesus picked his apostles, not in the Herod’s court (for few mighty or noble are called), not to Jerusalem, among the chief priests and the elders, but to the Sea of Galilee; surely God sees not as man sees. Note that the same power which called Peter and Andrew could have called upon some other temple officers, for with God nothing is impossible; but, as in other things, so in his converse and attendance, he would humble himself, and show that God has chosen the poor of this world. Galilee was a remote part of the nation, the inhabitants were less cultivated and refined, their very language was broad and uncommon to the curious, their speech betrayed them as it had been said to Peter (Matt. 26: 71-73). They were picked up at the sea of Galilee, no, not of the more polished Galileans; yet there Jesus went, to call his apostles that were to be the prime ministers of state in his kingdom, for he chooses the foolish things of this world, to confound the wise.

They were men of business, who had been bred up to labor. Diligence in an honest calling is pleasing to The Lord, and no hindrance to a holy life. Moses was called from keeping sheep, and David from following the ewes, to eminent employments. Idle people lie more open to the temptations of Satan than to the calls of God.  They were men that were accustomed to hardships and hazards; the fisher’s trade, more than any other, is laborious and perilous; fishermen must be often wet and cold; they must watch, and wait, and toil, and be often in perils by waters. James and John were with their father Zebedee, ready to assist him, and make his business easy to him. It is a happy and hopeful presage, to see children careful of their parents, and dutiful to them. They were all employed, all very busy, and none idle. When Christ comes, it is good to be found doing. Those who have learned to bear hardships, and run hazards, are best prepared for the fellowship and discipleship of Jesus Christ. Good soldiers of Christ must endure hardness. What they were doing.
Jesus both taught and healed even those from across the border in Syria, and those possessed by demons were not lunatics. Mark 1:32 and Luke 6:17, 18 distinguish between demon possession and bodily ailments. Jesus addressed demons that inhabited people and ordered them to leave (8:32; 7:17; Mk. 1:25, 34; 9:29). In Luke 8:32 the demons left the possessed and entered a heard of swine. In Matt. 8:31 and Mk. 9:25 the demons are identified as separate from the persons they have possessed. Demons are part of the spiritual hierarchy of evil led by Satan. The word about Jesus was out and a great multitude followed him from Decapolis which was a league of 10 Gentile towns east of the Sea of Galilee. Others came from Jerusalem and from Judea, Jordan and from longer distances to hear him.
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