Sabbath Sermon of November 26, 2011.
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus Resurrection

Matthew Chapter 28

Jesus Christ’s resurrection is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Ps. 16:10) and of Jesus’ own statements (Matt. 20:19; John 10:18). Where there is no record of his having been seen by nonbelievers, it is attested to in a variety of ways: (1) by the eleven apostles (Acts 1:3); he thus “proved to them in many was that it was really he himself. (2) by the apostle Paul (Acts 9:3-6; 1Cor. 15:8; Gal. 1:12); (3) by the five hundred Christian brothers (1Cor. 15:6); and (4) by Thomas the doubter who had to see for himself. To the keepers outside the tomb one could say were silent/hostile witnesses to the fact that the Scripture tells us “that they felt the earthquake and saw something they could not withstand. They saw the angel of The Lord descend from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. The countenance of the angel of The Lord from heaven was like lightening, and his raiment white as snow, and for fear of Him the soldiers did shake and became as dead men.”
vv.5-9. Jesus having been crucified on Wednesday, rose from the dead on the Sabbath for the reason that in it all previous Sabbaths converged and were fulfilled by and in Christ, on and in the Seventh Day Sabbath, by rising from the dead "on the Sabbath", and, "before the First Day of the week", "in the very end of (day) light" – (Mt.28:1). If there are twelve hours in a day, John 11:9, and it was still dark when the women arrived at the tomb and found it empty, it means that he was gone not as they were arriving because the Scriptures does not say that they saw Him rising, but the angel said to them he is risen, as he said. Come and see the place where the Lord lay”. 

Some have said, how can anyone tell the exact day of the week of Jesus’ crucifixion? (1) Jesus said “destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up again.” (John 2:19); “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt. 12:39-40). Again, we read in Matthew 27:62: “Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation day for the approaching Sabbath Day, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, requesting that the tomb be sealed and protected to prevent Jesus from rising as he had said.” If Jesus was crucified on a Friday, which day is the next day which followed the day of preparation? The next day would have been the Sabbath Day when no temple officer by law would have ventured leaving the temple services to meet with a Gentile governor (Matt. 24:35). Thereford the day following or before the preparation day was on Thursday and not on the Sabbath Day that the chief priests and the temple officers went to see Pilate to make their request. 

*Jesus Resurrection Sabbath Day:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZ6xueUI4EQ&feature=related
The angels who announced the Good News of the resurrection to the women gave them four messages: (1) Do not be frightened. The reality of the resurrection brings joy, not fear. When you are afraid, remember the empty tomb, (2) He isn’t here. Jesus is not dead and is not to be looked for among the dead. He is alive, with his people, (3) Come in and see. The women could check the evidence themselves. The tomb was empty then, and is empty today. The resurrection is a historical fact, (4) Go quickly and tell. They were to spread the joy of the resurrection. We, too, are to spread the Good News about Jesus’ resurrection. The other Mary was not Jesus’ mother as some have assumed. She was Jesus’ mother’s sister the wife of Cleophas (John 19:25). Note that the stone was not rolled away by the angel so Jesus could get out, but so that the women and others could get in and see that Jesus had indeed risen from the dead, just as he had promised.

Christian faith stands or falls on the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, for it guarantees that (1) Jesus was truly the Son of God (Rom 1:4); (2) God the Father accepted what Jesus did at Calvary on the basis of the resurrection (Rom. 4:25); (3) the risen Christ pleads for his people before the Father (Rom 8:34), and (5) believers will also rise and have resurrected bodies like that of Jesus Christ ( 1Cor. 15:49, Phil. 3:21; 1John 3:2). Death is not the end—there is future life. The power that brought Jesus back to life is available to us to bring our spiritually dead selves back to life. The resurrection is the basis for the Church’s witness to the world. Jesus is more than just a human leader; he is the Son of God (Isa. 9:6). 

vv. 10-18. By “brethren” Jesus meant his disciples and all who believed that he would meet them in Galilee as he had previously told them before his death (Mark 14:28). This showed that they were forgiven even after they had denied and deserted him. Their relationship would now be even stronger than before. But the disciples, afraid of the religious leaders, stayed hidden behind locked doors in Jerusalem (John 20:19). So Jesus had to go there to meet them (Luke 24:36) and then later in Galilee (John 21).
Jesus’ resurrection was already causing a great stir in Jerusalem. A group of women was moving quickly through the streets, looking for the disciples to tell them the amazing news that Jesus was alive. At the same time, a group of religious leaders was plotting how to cover up the resurrection by bribing the soldiers to lie about what they witnessed. Today there is till a great stir over the resurrection, and there are still great stir over the resurrection, and there are still only two choices—to believe that Jesus rose from the dead, or to be closed to the truth—denying it, ignoring it, or rationalizing it away. 

vv. 19-20. God gave Jesus authority over heaven and earth. On the basis of that authority, Jesus told his disciples to make more disciples as they preached, baptized, and taught. With this same authority, Jesus still commands us to tell others the Gospel and make them disciples for the Kingdom. Jesus command here is warrant for water baptism, which has been accepted and practiced by the church through the ages. It is the sign and seal of the covenant of grace. While virtually all Christians agree on the need for water baptism, they differ widely on all other aspects of it. But the Scripture prescribes that immersion constitutes the only mode of baptism, even though others hold to allusion (pouring) or aspersion (sprinkling). Some baptize infants on the grounds that it replaces the rite of circumcision, but this is no where found in the Scriptures. Other refuse to baptize until the individual is old enough to make a credible personal profession of faith. Some call baptism its sacrament, which conveys grace; others call it a symbol. According to Jesus, baptism is to be administered in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. At any rate, we are to follow the example of The Lord when baptizing believers.
It is not an option, but a command to all who call Jesus “Lord.” We are not all evangelists, but we have all received gifts that we can use in helping to fulfill the Great Commission. As we obey we have comfort in the knowledge that Jesus is always with us.

Jesus words affirm the reality of the Trinity. Some have said that the concept of Trinity and reading it into Scripture is wrong, but as we see, the concept comes directly from Jesus himself. He did not say baptize them into the names, but into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. The word Trinity although it does not occur in Scripture, but it well describes the three-in-one nature of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The disciples were to baptize people because baptism unites believers with Jesus Christ in their death to sin and resurrection to new life. Baptism symbolizes submission to Jesus Christ, a willingness to live God’s way, and identification with God’s covenant people. Jesus was present with the disciples physically until he ascended into heaven and then spiritually through the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4). The Holy Spirit would be Jesus’ presence that would never leave them (John 14:15-26). Jesus continues to be with us today through his Spirit. Whereas in previous missions Jesus had sent his disciples only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel (Matt. 10:5, 6), their mission from now on would be worldwide. Jesus is Lord of the earth, and he died for the sins of people from all nations.
We are to go—whether it is next door or to another country teaching them, “whatsoever I have commanded you.” This denotes two things: The duty of disciples, of all baptized Christians; they must observe all things whatsoever Christ has commanded, and, in order to that, must submit to the teaching of those who are true to His Word whom he sends. Our admission into the visible Church is in order to something further; when Christ hath discipled us, he hath not done with us; he enlist soldiers that he may train them up for his service. All that are baptized are thereby obliged, to make the command of Christ their rule. There is a law of faith, and we are said to be under the law to Christ; we are by baptism bound, and must obey. Believers are to observe what Christ has commanded. Due obedience to the commands of Christ requires a diligent observation; we are in danger of missing, if we take not good heed: and in all our obedience, we must have an eye to the command, and do what we do as unto the Lord. We are to observe all things, that he has commanded, without exception; all the moral duties, and all the instituted ordinances. Our obedience to the laws of Christ is not sincere, if it be not universal; we must stand complete in his whole will. To confine ourselves to the commands of Christ, and as not to diminish from them, so not to add to them. To learn their duty according to the law of Christ, from those are true to His Word whom he has appointed to be teachers in his school, for therefore we were entered into His school of Christian professions. 

The duty of the apostles of Christ, and his ministers; and that is, to teach the commands of Christ, to expound them to his disciples, to press upon them the necessity of obedience, and to assist them in applying the general commands of Christ to particular cases. As believers we must teach them, not our own inventions, but the institutions of Christ; to them they must religiously adhere, and in the knowledge of them Christians must be trained up. A standing ministry is hereby settled in the church, “for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come in the unity of faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,” (Eph. 4:11-13).
The Old Testament prophecies and genealogies in the book of Matthew present Jesus credentials for being King of the world—not a military or political leader, as the disciples had originally hoped, but a spiritual King who can overcome all evil and reign in the heart of every person who has ear to hear the good news of the Gospel. If we refuse to serve the King faithfully, we are disloyal subjects, fit only to be banished from the Kingdom. We must make Jesus King of our lives and worship him as our Savior, King, and Lord.
Two solemn farewells we find our Lord Jesus giving to his church, and his parting word at both of them is very encouraging; one was here, when he closed up his personal converse with them, and then his parting word was, "Lo, I am with you always; I leave you, and yet still I am with you;’’ the other was, when he closed up the canon of the scripture by the pen of his beloved disciple, and then his parting word was, "Surely, I come quickly. I leave you for awhile, but I will be with you again shortly,’’ Rev. 22:20 . By this it appears that he did not part in anger, but in love, and that it is his will we should keep up both our communion with him and our expectation of him.
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