Sabbath Sermon of November 5, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids
Matthew Chapter 25

This parable by The Lord Jesus Christ teaches Christians that they must be watchful and ready for the coming of The Lord. The foolish virgins were careless, assured they had plenty of time to get ready when the event approached. We are taught here that everyone is responsible for his or her own learning and spiritual condition. “Let no one deceive you” saith The Lord (Matt. 24:4). True Believers are to open the Scriptures for themselves and search for truths to verify or disprove what they heard. You always compare what you hear with what the Bible says. A preacher or teacher who gives God’s true message will never contradict or explain away anything in God’s Word, (Acts 17:11). But Christian who are lazy to search the Scriptures for themselves are susceptible to being deceived.
v. 2-13. The illustration Jesus used to describe his return is about a wedding. On the wedding day the bridegroom went to the bride’s house for the ceremony, then the bride and groom, along with a great parade, returned to the groom’s house where a feast took place, often lasting a full week. These virgins or bridesmaids were waiting for the parade, and they hoped to take part in the wedding banquet. But when the groom didn’t come at the expected time, five of them were out of lamp oil. By the time they had purchased extra oil, it was too late to join the feast. The warning in this illustration is that when Jesus returns to take his people to heaven we must be ready. Spiritual preparation cannot be bought or borrowed at the last minute. Our relationship with God must be our own. The bridesmaids are described as virgins, because they were a type of the Believers but five of them were careless, and probably had been lazy in their Christian profession; and therefore, were not ready at the coming of the Bridegroom, and the door was shut.  The foolish virgins may have also assumed that since The Lord is always merciful, that he would let them in if they knocked. But when they returned and knocked on the door, saying Lord, Lord open the door to us, the answer was I know you not.
v. 14-21. The story of the talents shows the necessity of using well what God has entrusted us, while the parable of the sheep and goats stresses the importance of serving others in need. The illustration teaches that God gives talents or abilities to men and women according to his good pleasure. Whether many or few, they are to be used properly. The servant with one talent failed to use properly what he had been given, then charged his master with greediness and cruelty. Jesus Christ’s response to this senseless charge was that if the servant knew the master was rapacious (living on prey or greedy), the least he could have done was put the money at interest. All of us are responsible to use our ”talents” with care and zeal. This servant hoped to play it safe and protect himself from his hard taskmaster, but he was judged for his self-centeredness. Believers must not make excuses to avoid doing what God calls us to do. If God truly is our Father, we must obey willingly. Our time, ability, and money aren’t ours in the first place; we are caretakers, not owners. However, when we ignore, squander, or abuse what we are given, we are rebellious and deserve to be punished.
v. 21-30. Jesus is coming back; we know this is true because the Scriptures tell us so. Does this mean we should quit our jobs in order to serve God? Not really, it means we are to use our time, talents, and treasures diligently in order to serve God completely in whatever we do. For a few people this may mean changing professions. For most of us it means doing our daily work out of love for God.
“For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance; but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.” This parable describes the consequences of two attitudes toward Jesus Christ’s return. What is your mind set on the subject, do you know that the person who diligently prepares for it by investing his or her time and talents to serve God will be rewarded. The person who has no heart for the work of the Kingdom of Heaven will be punished. God rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruits for God’s Kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful. 

Jesus makes a distinction between two kinds of pruning; cutting off and cutting back branches. Fruitful branches are cut back to promote growth. In order words God must sometimes disciple us to strengthen our character and faith. But branches that don’t bear fruit are cut off at the trunk because not only are they worthless, they often infect the rest of the tree.  Those who won’t bear fruit or who try to block the efforts of God’s followers will be cut off from the divine flow of life. (John 15:2, 6).
v. 31-46. God will separate his obedient servants from pretenders and unbelievers. The real evidence of our belief in God is the way we act. It is what we do with our life and for others demonstrate what we really think about Jesus Christ’s words to us. Jesus used the sheep and goats to show the divisions between believers and unbelievers. Jesus Christ is the great Shepherd; he now feeds his flock like a shepherd, and will shortly distinguish between those that are his and those that are not, as Laban divided his sheep from Jacob’s, and set three days’ journey between them, (Gen. 30:35; 30:36). The godly are like sheep—innocent, mild, patient, useful: the wicked are like goats, a baser kind of animal, unsavory and unruly. The sheep and goats are here feeding all day in the same pasture, but will be separated at night in different folds. Being thus divided, so shall The Lord Jesus set the sheep on his right hand and the goats on his left. Jesus Christ puts honor upon the godly, in the same way that we show respect to those we set on our right hand; but the wicked shall rise to everlasting shame, (Dan. 12:2).

The point of the parable beginning from verse 34 to which the King would answer in verse 40, saying “in as much as you have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me,” is not the who, but the what—the importance of serving where service is needed. The focus of this parable is that we should love every person and serve anyone we can. Such love for others glorifies God by reflecting our love for him.
Eternal punishment, or death, results from the failure to seek the face of God and to embrace Jesus Christ as Savior, and it takes place in hell, the place of punishment after death for all those who refused to repent. It differs from the physical death, which saved and unsaved alike experience. It comes in its final form at the last judgment. This is a place of eternal fire (Mark 9:43); prepared for the devil, and his angels, and all those who do not believe in God. It is variously designated in Scripture as “shame and everlasting contempt” (Dan 12:2) “destruction” (Rom. 9:22); “God’s terrible anger (1Thess 1:10); “second death” (Rev. 2:11); the place “where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:48). Jesus Christ alone is the one through whom men may escape this awful end (John 3:16; 8:51; Acts 4:12). 
We are slaves to the master we obey. There are only two choices, God or Satan. Once a Christian has been delivered from obedience and slavery to Satan he or she would be a fool to return to the slavery from which he or she has been gloriously delivered. Sinners merit death as their wages. “For when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin when it is finished bringeth forth death” (James 1:15). But saints do merit eternal life. It is a free gift through Jesus Christ. Paul and his teacher Jesus Christ were in full agreement that the regenerated children of God must live differently. Faith without works is a dead faith, for true faith quickens those who have it, and their lives manifest that change by the way they think and live.
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