Sabbath Sermon of October 10, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Wonderful Opportunity for the People
Micah Chapter 3
Recently we heard over the television and radio news that the president of the United States of America and his colleagues has passed another law prohibiting the people from coming to them with their complaints in public. Some were outraged by this law, but we see it as an opportunity for most Americans to come to their senses. Why is it a wonderful opportunity for the people, when your leaders have now said they do not want to hear you nor do they care to listen to what you have to say?  Well we know that God Almighty allows leaders to be appointed, and he has said that, he would allow evil leaders to be appointed to rule over the people when they have turned against his commandments and have become sinful. And that He will allow righteous leaders to be appointed to rule if the people are repentant and do righteously before him and with each other. So the fact that our leaders today have turned evil and are working against the people is evident that we as a people have become sinful and need to repent and turn to God Almighty for our deliverance (Judges 3:12-20).
So when the leaders of the people that God had allowed to be appointed to rule in our land say they no longer want to hear our complaints or our protests, which of course is how the leaders learn one on one or first-hand of their people’s needs and concerns, it is then an opportunity for the people to come to their senses to know to whom they should have been filing their complaints and telling their concerns; not to the supervisors of the farmland, but to the owner of the farmland, who is none other than the Almighty God the owner of the land and our real Father in heaven. The Lord God Almighty has said that, “If we the people would repent of our sins before Him our Father in heaven and file our petitions before him, he will make all the evil men and women who rule over us to go away” (Proverbs 29:2)
In the Scripture we find a similar situation that precedes ours, in which the Lord God Almighty as the owner of the land, sent his true Prophet to warn the Princes or the members of congress and the ministers of the Gospel, who are appointed servants of God who are called to do his will. Although most of these leaders think they appointed themselves by their own self-employed means, but in fact they have been appointed by God to serve his purpose by his will. The diving or plunging line between right and wrong often seems blurred, but spiritual leaders are supposed to help others see it. The Bible is God’s guidebook to show us how to distinguish right and wrong. Leaders must understand the Bible’s principles so they can teach and apply them in their work and in others. Leaders cannot force people to do right, but they should point them in that direction by their teaching, by the laws they establish and by example.

The leaders of Israel had no compassion or respect for those they were supposed to serve. Does this not sound like your nation’s leaders today? They treated the people miserably and lied to them in order to satisfy their own desires and then had the gall to ask for God’s help when they found themselves in trouble. We must never think we can treat God like a light switch to be turned on only as needed. Instead, we should always rely on him. The prophet warns that God will reprove the greatest of men and women and those in highest authority when they disobey his commandments. Prophet Micah was proven to be faithful in that he spoke the word of reproof against the princes, that is, the leaders of God’s people. America is a Christian nation, and her people are still God’s people, because God created this country for the purpose of spreading his Gospel, and America did the work for which it was created before succumbing to the deception of her primary enemy, Mr. sin also known as Satan and Lucifer. When America stopped preaching the true Gospel and doing righteously, her sins multiplied (Micah 5:10-13).
All true prophets of God are summoned here to speak boldly and rebuke the ringleaders in sin in this land to save it from the hands of evil men and women who are working for her destruction. We must not speak of sin in general terms, we must be very specific. We must enumerate exactly what the sins of our nation are. So no one in this nation would have the excuse to claim ignorance of what they had done wrong. So no one would be able to claim they were not responsible for what they have done or are presently doing.
Today America’s true preachers speak with the hope that those who listen would repent and seek the face of the Almighty God. A true preacher of the message of God must speak by the Spirit of God who is with him or her, and who enables him or her with power, judgment, and might. In the Spirit, the minister’s aim must be to tell his or her fellow Americans and the nations of the world what their sins are. For before the illness can be treated, it must be diagnosed. Who are better equipped to diagnose and cure America’s illness than the true preachers of the Gospel.
11-12. “None evil can come upon us.” No doubt, most Americans wallowing in their sins think the same today, that no evil can come upon them.  These sinners in our midst who are continuing to pollute the land think that God is with them despite their transgressions. Therefore, they rest in the false comfort that nothing can touch them; “God is love they say, and that the love of God will keep them from harm now in America. How wrong they are!
Even those who knew God’s laws and understood his words of judgment had rejected him. They were supposed to teach and guide the people but instead they lead them into sin against the Almighty God. Today in America we observe the poor and ignorant, those who are ignorant, those who are uninformed of God’s way, the fact that they are supposed to be learning God’s laws from their teachers. Thus, God’s search for true followers in our nation is almost complete, and then will God hold the corruptors of the people responsible for the sins of our children; the parents first, because the children had followed their parent’s example. The sin of leading others, especially our nation’s children astray by their example, is one for which God will hold the leaders, teachers and parents of this nation accountable. 
The judgment of America when it does come will be due to the fact that the people refused God’s message and by their reasoning: (1) that it could never come true, (2) that the God’s true prophets did not really have authority, and (3) that the punishments would fall on others. The refusal of the Word of God in America has not been because the true prophets of God failed to do their job, but because the people failed to listen. The ministers of the true Gospel of Jesus and the American people both have responsibilities, the true ministers are to proclaim God’s true message faithfully, and the people are to apply it to their lives.
If you ask, “Who are these people who think it is their place to tell the society what to do and what not to do?” They are God’s watchmen, and they work for him for your own good. How? A watchman’s job is to stand on the city wall and warn the people of approaching danger. The true ministers of the Gospel are spiritual watchmen and women, positioned by God to warn the people of coming judgment. Just as a watchman on the wall would pay with his life if he failed to warn the people of approaching enemies, so would the ministers of God’s message be punished by Him if they refused to warn the people of coming judgment. Thus, the true ministers of God are persuaded to preach God’s message because God will hold them responsible if they failed to do so. 
If you ask, “If God by his foreknowledge knew who would listen and who would not to the Gospel message by his prophets, why should his ministers bother to tell the people God’s message?” God wants everyone to know they have been warned (Ezekiel 18:3-32). The job of the minister is to obey God by telling the people about God’s judgment and his message of salvation, although they are not responsible for how people respond. But as Christians if we refuse to tell others the truth of God we know, God will judge us. For those who know the truth of God’s Word, remember God’s words when you are tempted to remain silent among those who do not believe or know the truth of God’s Word (Ezekiel 3:17-21).

Prophet Micah warned the ministers of his day to avoid bribes. Today America’s ministers are prone to accepting bribes when they allow those who contribute much to control the church. Through our ministry God Almighty has warned the ministers of his Gospel to stop taking on big projects that would require them to borrow money from the banks. Because, whoever controls debt controls everything. These ministers, who are indebted to the banks, are told by the owners of the banks what to preach and what not to preach in their sermons, or their loans will be called in. When fear of having the church loan called in or losing money or members influences a minister to remain silent when he should speak up for what is right or against the sins of the people, his Congregation, his nation and himself are in danger. 
We should remember that Judah the nation of this study was finally destroyed because of the behavior of its religious leaders. This warning we also direct at those who have money who use their resources to influence or manipulate God’s ministers, because that is bribery. Also, you who have money and worldly power, remember that the Lord has warned against anyone touching or harming his anointed ones. The Lord God Almighty says, “Touch not my anointed and do them no harm” (1 Chronicles 16:22; Psalm 105:15). 
 
12. Here we read that the God Almighty they falsely claim loves them in their sins, says that unless they repent and keep his commandments which precede all man-made laws, that instead of safety and comfort, that as Judah and Samaria were plowed and destroyed, so shall America and her sister nations be plowed as a field, as Zion was, that is, their buildings in their sacred cities will be destroyed and their cities will lose their identity. Although we the people would blame the corrupt leaders when the judgment which is imminent does come, but we the American people would not be without fault. Because we have allowed the corruption to continue without turning to God or calling for his justice (2 Kings 25).
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