Sabbath Sermon of October 15, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Feast of Tabernacles

Leviticus 23:33-44.

The Feast of Tabernacles, also known as the Feast of Ingathering, is a special celebration involving the whole family (Lev. 23:34; Ex. 23:16; Deut. 16:13). Like Passover, this feast taught family members of all ages about God’s nature and what he had done for them, and is a time of a renewed commitment to God. Our families also need customs of celebration to renew our faith in God and to pass it on to our children. In addition to the Feast of Tabernacles, true Christians should celebrate other feasts of The Lord to commemorate God’s goodness and his mercy which endures for ever. Some have said that the Old Testament commandments are for the Israelites only. I do not think God made the earth only for the Israelites. The earth was made by the Almighty God for all that he created in his image (Gen. 2:26, 27). But it is only those who will obey him and keep his commandments that shall inherit the Kingdom of Heaven at the return of the Lord Jesus Christ, (Gen. 10; Acts 7:26, 27; Matt. 25:34). All the commandments of God were there at creation before Israel, but they were given to them in the book of Exodus, and the same commandments has been given to us in the New Testament through Jesus Christ for us to keep (Matt. 5:17; Ex. 12:48, 49).
On this day we celebrate and worship The Lord. Worshipping involves not only celebration, but confessing and forsaking our sinful ways. The Feast of Tabernacles look forward to the millennial reign of Jesus Christ when there would be universal peace and gladness, and God’s people would be delivered from all oppressors (Isa. 60:6).  

The God of the Bible encourages joy! God does not intend for our relationship with him to be only meditation and introspection. He also wants us to celebrate. Serious reflection and immediate confession of sin is essential, of course. But this should be balanced by celebrating who God is and what he has done for his people.

During the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles the people of Israel lived in booths made of branches. This practice was instituted as a reminder of their rescue from Egypt and the time spent in shelters in the wilderness. They were to think about God’s protection and guidance during their years of wandering and the fact that God would still protect and guide them if they obeyed him. This was a time to remember their origins, were they came from. It is helpful to remember our beginning in order to appreciate where we are today. Think back on your life to see where God has led you. Then thank God for his continuing work to protect you and provide for your needs as they keep his commandments.
The institution of the feast of tabernacles, which was one of the three great feasts at which all the males were bound to attend, is celebrated with more expressions of joy than any of them.  The Feast of Passover was fulfilled in Jesus Christ’s death, the Feast of Atonement in acceptance of Jesus Christ’s death, the Feast of First Fruits in his resurrection, and Pentecost with the arrival of the Holy Spirit. But the Feast of Tabernacles also known as the Feast of Ingathering, a feast of thanksgiving, celebrates the harvest of human souls for the Lord. Jesus gave a parable alluding to it in John 4:35. Sometimes Christians excuse themselves from witnessing by saying that family or friends aren’t ready to believe. Jesus, however, makes it clear that around us a continual harvest waits to be reaped. Do not let Jesus find you making excuses. Look around. You will find people ready to hear God’s Word. I have always thought that the best way to rid ourselves of our enemies is to gain them for Jesus Christ. In Jesus Christ they will no longer be our enemies, but our brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus.
The Feast of Tabernacles is to be observed on the fifteenth day of the seventh month (v. 34), but five days after the day of atonement, on which day as Christians we celebrate and rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement (Rom. 5:11). Believers having received the atonement through the death of Jesus on the cross who gave his life and his sinless blood to save us, we can joy in God, being worthy to celebrate on the day of the Feast of Tabernacles. The joy of this feast recompenses us for the sorrows of the persecutions we face as believers in this world; for those that sow in endurance shall reap in joy.  
The celebration is to continue eight days, the first and last of which were to be observed as Sabbaths, days of holy rest and holy convocations, v. 35, v. 36, v. 39. The sacrifices of praise we offer to God on these eight days we have a very large appointment of The Lord, Num. 29:12. During the first seven days of this feast all the people may with their families attend daily evening worship of The Lord in His house of prayer, in their hands particularly palm trees, v. 40, v. 42. Christians make the taking of the branches to be a distinct ceremony in praising God. Christians may use this in furthering their expression of joy, the carrying of palm-branches in their hands, which is a token of triumph upon other occasions (Jn. 12:13 ), and is alluded to in Rev. 7:9, of the great multitude in heaven which composed of those who remained faithful to God throughout the generations. The eighth day make a distinct feast of itself, but it is called (Jn. 7:37) that great day of the feast as Jesus stood at the Temple grounds in Jerusalem and cried, saying, “come unto me, and drink” alluded to the theme of many Bible passages that talk about the Messiah’s life giving blessings (Isa. 12:2; 44: 3; 58:11). In promising to give the Holy Spirit to all who believed, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah, for that was something only the Messiah could do. Jesus used the term living water in John 4:10 to indicate eternal life. Here he uses the term to refer to the Holy Spirit which only those who keep his commandments will receive (John 14:15-17). The two go together. Wherever the Holy Spirit is accepted, he brings eternal life. 
The Feast of Tabernacles is a type of The Lord’s days when all who have received His Spirit expect to be finally redeemed by their Father in Heaven. They rejoice before the Lord God during all the time of this feast, v. 40. Christians express their joy by dancing before The Lord, and singing hymns of praise to God, with musical instruments; the whole members of the Christian community do it in their places of worship. As to the design of this feast, Christians kept it in remembrance of their deliverance from death to live through Christ Jesus. Thus it is expounded here in (v. 43): That our generations may know, not only by the written history of the Israelites that they dwelled in booths in the wilderness, but by this ocular tradition appointed for those who believe in God, that the Lord is The Father of all and He is our salvation. 
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