Sabbath Sermon of October 8, 2011.
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

Jesus Tells the Parable of the Wedding Feast

Matthew Chapter 22

In this culture, two invitations were expected when banquets were given. The first asked the guests to attend; the second announced that all was ready. In this story, the king invited his guests three times, and each time they rejected his invitation. God wants us to join him at his banquet, which will last for eternity. That is why he sends us invitations again and again. Have you accepted his invitation?
The illustration of the great supper indicates that most the Israelites and Jews who inhabited the land at the time were the invited guests who refuse to attend the banquet. People of other nations are invited in their place and attend. The call to repentance and salvation is universal—to Israelite, Jews and nations alike.  
It was customary for wedding guests to be given a garment to wear to the banquet. It was unthinkable to refuse to wear it to the banquet. This would insult the host, who could only assume that the guest was arrogant and thought he didn’t need a garment, or that he did not want to take part in the wedding celebration. The wedding garment is a picture of the “garment of righteousness” needed to enter God’s Kingdom—the total acceptance in God’s eyes that Jesus Christ gives every believer. Jesus Christ has provided this garment for every one, but each person must choose to put it on in order to enter the King’s banquet (eternal life). There is an open invitation, but we must be ready. For more on the imagery of garments of righteousness and salvation, the Psalmist 132:16; Isa 61:10; Zech. 3:3-5; and the book of Revelations 3:4, 5; 19:7, 8 tells us about them.

15-22. The Pharisees, a religious group, opposed the Roman occupation of Palestine. The Herodians, a political party, supported Herod Antipas and the policies instituted by Rome. Normally, these two groups were bitter enemies, but here they are united against Jesus. Thinking they had a foolproof plan to corner him, together their representatives asked Jesus about paying Romans taxes (tribute). If Jesus agreed that it was right to pay taxes to Caesar, the Pharisees would say he was opposed to God, the only King they claimed to recognize. If Jesus said the taxes should not be paid, the Herodians would hand him over to Herod on the charge of rebellion. In this case the Pharisees were not motivated by love for God’s laws, and the Herodians were not motivated by love for Roman justice. Jesus answer exposed their evil motives and embarrassed them both. God’s over Caesar’s due when one is forced to choose between them. Jesus avoided this trap by showing that we have dual citizenship (1 Pet. 2:17). Our citizenship in the state requires that we pay money for the services and benefits we receive. Our citizenship to the Kingdom of heaven requires that we pledge to God our primary obedience and commitment.
23-33. “Certain of the Sadducees.” After the Pharisees and the Herodians failed to trap Jesus, the Sadducees opposed to the Pharisees smugly stepped in to try, because when it came to Jesus they were in league with each other to rid themselves of him. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, yet they asked Jesus a question which had no significance whatsoever if there was no such resurrection. Their question was dishonest and had for its purpose the entrapment of Jesus. They supposed that their question could not be answered by Jesus and that this would further their cause against the doctrine of the bodily resurrection, which Jesus taught so plainly. But as usual the Son of God used Scripture to support his answer and left them confounded. Jesus says that these faulty ideas are caused by ignorance of God’s Word. We must not make up our own ideas about eternity and heaven by thinking of it and God in human terms. We should concentrate more on our relationship with God than about what heaven will look like. Eventually we will find out, and it will be far beyond our greatest expectations.
When God spoke to Moses he said, “I am the God of Abraham . . . Isaac, and . . . Jacob.” He did not say, “I was.” Therefore, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were alive, even though they had died and their bodies were buried years before God said this. Some have concluded that this proves that the soul of a believer is immortal, and it implies the resurrection of the body at some later date. But I am inclined to believe what God said that “He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. If Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had died before God made this statement, it could only mean one thing that God’s covenant is forever with them as with every believer. This covenant with every one of us remains alive even after we are dead. (Exodus 3:6, 15; Daniel 12:1-3). The use of the present tense pointed to the resurrection and the eternal life that all believers enjoy in him. The Sadducees were theologically liberals who denied what the Bible clearly taught. They were confounded by Jesus.
The Lord said to my Lord. The first use of Lord means “God”; the second Lord means “Messiah.” In his doctrine, i.e., in his teaching, which, of course, was doctrinal. He accused the scribes of hypocrisy, because even when they knew the truth about who he was, they chose not to acknowledge him as their Messiah. The multitudes were astonished when they heard the teaching of Jesus, because they must not have been properly instructed by the scribes, and they themselves must have been unfamiliar with the Scriptures. Wherever the true Word of God is not available, there will be theological error.

34-40. Jesus here states that the scribes were defective in their teaching when they refused to explain what David meant when he called the Son of God Lord. The scribes did teach that the Messiah was to be the Son of David. Well and good. But they did not explain how and why David called that Son “Lord.” Obviously by calling him Lord, David meant that the Son of David was the Son of God and as such was worthy of being his Lord. The Messiah is called God. If David is to be believed—a truth not taught by the scribes. This incident is another one in which Jesus himself claimed to be God. Jesus Christ as God is David’s Lord. Jesus as Man is David’s Son.  Revelation 22:16 indicates that Jesus Christ as God was David’s root and as man was David’s offspring.

The Pharisees, who had classified over 600 laws, often tried to distinguish the more important from the less important. So they asked Jesus to identity the most important law. Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18. By fulfilling these two commands, a person keeps all the others. They summarize the Ten Commandments and the other Old Testament moral laws.
Jesus says that if we truly love God and our neighbor, we will naturally keep the commandments. This is looking at God’s Law positively. Rather than worrying about all we should not do we should concentrate on all we can do to show our love for God and others.
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