Sabbath Sermon of September 24th, 2011

By Dr. Chika Flint. Bishop

The Nature of God’s Judgment on the Wicked

Ezekiel Chapter 9
In this chapter it is noticeable that God not only sees everything that goes on and cares about the injustices that go on, but it is also true that he has never forsaken the earth as the wicked would wish.

In the previous chapter God had shown the prophet in a vision, the wickedness that was committed at Jerusalem, and we may be sure that it was not represented to him worse than really it was; now here follows, of course, a representation of their ruin approaching; for when sin goes before judgments come next (James 1:15). Here we read of the preparation made of instruments that were to be employed in the destruction of the city (v. 1, v. 2).  The departure of the glory of God from the cherubim or the mercy seat to the threshold of the temple (v. 3). Thereafter, orders were given to one of the persons employed, who is distinguished from the rest, for the marking of a remnant to be preserved from the common destruction (v. 3, v. 4).  The warrant signed for the execution of those that were not marked, and the execution begun accordingly (v. 5-7). The prophet’s intercession for the mitigation of the sentence, and a denial of any mitigation, the decree having now gone forth (v. 8-10). The report made by him that was to mark the pious remnant of what he had done in that matter (v. 11). And this shows a usual method of Providence in the government of the world.  So the question we would try to answer here is to what extent has America out done Judah in her abominations? Let’s find out from the passages of the Scripture. In Ezekiel chapter 8 we are provided with an amount of evidence that The Lord had against the house of Israel and Judah as they were shown to the prophet before judgment fail on the people:
1. The object of jealousy (Obelisk) in the Lord’s holy place where the glory of the Lord was
2. The secret door leading into the room (sanctum) where the images of abominations were portrayed on the walls.
3. In the room were twenty men of the elders of the house of Israel, standing with them was the son of the High Priest, and every one of them with a censer in his hand, and they worship the devil in a smoke filled room. 
4. The people and especially the rich rulers as they worshipped every one his imagery; thy willfully chose to believer that God did not see or care what injustices went on.
5. At the gate of The Lord’s house toward the north, the daughters of the house of Israel sat on their buttocks and wept for Tammuz the son of Isis and Osiris, the god and goddesses of Babylon and Egypt.

6. In the inner court of the Lord’s house at the door, between the porch and the altar; twenty five men with their backs to the house of God while facing the east as they worshipped the sun toward the east, from which the Sunday worship originated.
7. They filled the land with violence, with abortions, immolation of children, wars, crimes, in doing so have provoke The Lord God, by which they put the branch in their nose, i.e., their demonic ritual gesture used in their idol worship, and actions were indicative of violence which was occurring in the land as a result of idolatry.
8. The prophet’s opinion was sort by The Lord before judgment, but the prophet was silent being overwhelmed by what he saw, that he could not even ask for mercy on behalf of the people.

9. The sentence was then pronounced, the house of Israel was found guilty in all counts, and was taken prisoner. 

Israel is found guilty once Ezekiel had seen how corrupt Jerusalem and the people had become. Israel was taken prisoner by the six guardian angels of the city who came in from the way of the higher gate in the north gate, and every one of them with a slaughter weapon. The one clothed in linen as the priests were, and he had a writer’s inkhorn hanging at his side, as anciently attorneys and lawyers’ clerk had which he was to make use of, as the other six were to make use of their destroying weapons, represented the Lord Jesus Christ as Mediator saving those that are his from the flaming sword of divine justice. He is our High Priest, clothed with holiness for that was signified by the fine linen (Rev. 19:8); he was there to spare the small minority who had been faithful. As prophet He had an inkhorn with which he would use to first seal all the righteous in the land in their foreheads. The book of life is the Lamb’s book. The great things of Law and gospel which God has written to us are of his writing; for it is the Spirit of Jesus Christ, in the writers of the Scripture, that testifies to us and the Bible is the revelation of Jesus Christ. After all the righteous in the city were marked of God on their foreheads, then did God command the six men to slaughter all the wicked in the city. This judgment was ordered by God himself.
The destroying angels and the one in linen came in and stood near the brazen altar of incense, on which the sacrifices were offered and atonement made for sin. At the altar they received their commission to destroy, to intimate that the iniquity of Jerusalem was not to be purged by sacrifice. He stands at the altar today on our behalf; Jesus Christ by whom we have received our atonement.  Thereafter the glory of God of Israel left the Mercy Seat and came out to the door of the temple signifying that there will be no stay on the judgment. What is God’s glory? It is the manifestation of God’s character; his ultimate power, transcendence, and moral perfection. He is completely above man and his limitations. Yet he reveals himself to us so that we can worship and follow him. 

The Lord called out to the one in linen with writer’s inkhorn on his side to first go into the city of Jerusalem and seal every one that is righteous on their foreheads, i.e., those who were faithful and all who had no part in the abominations that was done in the land. Their faithfulness was determined by their sensitivity to and sorrow over their nation’s sin. Those with the mark were spared when the six men began to destroy the wicked people. During the Exodus, the Israelites were commanded to put a mark of blood on their doorposts to save them from death. In the final days, God will mark the foreheads of those destined for salvation (Rev. 7:3), and Satan will mark his followers (Rev. 13:16, 17), who, like him are destined for destruction. Believers are rest assured that when God punishes sin, he won’t forget his promise to preserve his people.  

To the others the order was given not to spare anyone of them beginning from the Sanctuary and to defile the temple as the glory of God had departed from it. The avenging angels were to begin the slaughter with the purported spiritual and political leaders of the people, especially those in the temple who blatantly promoted their idolatrous beliefs and the people abandoned God and followed them. Spiritual leaders are especially accountable to God because they are entrusted with the task of teaching the truth (James 3:1). When they pervert the truth, they lead countless people away from God and even cause a nation to fall. It is not surprising, then, that when God began to judge the nation, he started at the Temple and worked outward (1 Pet. 4:17). How sad that in the Temple, the one place where they should have been teaching God’s truth, they were teaching lies. So the men by slaughtering them in the temple thereby defiled the house of God as they were ordered.
As the slaughter of the wicked went on Ezekiel appeared to be the only left standing, and he fell on his knees and cried to the Lord appealing to him not to destroy everyone in the land in his fury. The Lord replied to Ezekiel’s appeal by reminding him of all the evidence he had shown him, especially on the land being filled with blood in the slaughter of children in their ritual sacrifices to other gods. Today in America we are doing the same in our abortion chambers and in almost all the so called civilized countries of the world.  These were so gone in their perverseness, and because nothing happened for so many years, they concluded that God had forgotten the earth; therefore, that they not only own the earth, but that they could do all the evils and abominations without repercussions.  
The Lord made it clear to Ezekiel that if these perverts and abominable people of the land think they can do what ever they want because they think he would ever forsake the earth, they are wrong because he made the earth for his sons and daughters to inhabit, therefore, he will never forsake it; but he will clean it up by recompensing the ways of the wicked by holding them responsible for all the evils and abominations they have committed in the land.
After the avenging angels had completed their assignment, their leader reported back to The Lord that his orders have been carried out, and that the land was now clean as it was the case in Genesis 6:2-7. If God did not spare angels, or people who lived before the flood, or the citizens of Sodom and Gomorrah, Israel and Judah, he would not spare any wicked people. The false teachers who are parading themselves around today would have you believe that God will save all people because he is so loving. But you are foolish if you think he will cancel the last judgment. These four examples should warn us clearly that God judges sin and that unrepentant sinners cannot escape. If you are still not sure what to believe, I would suggest you read Daniel chapter 12: 1-13 and Revelation chapter 20:1-15, and know that there are a lot of people that will be damned for how they lived their lives.  How about you, what choices are you making today? Whatever you decide to do with your life, remember that God does what he says. 
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