Sabbath Sermon of September 3, 2011
By Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Workers in the Harvest Field

Matthew Chapter 20

In this illustration, each laborer, no matter how long he worked, received the same pay. God’s grace has nothing to do with our years of service or the labor of our hands. The dying thief was just as well off as a person who has been a believer for many years. The sinner who comes to God at the eleventh hour is just as blessed as the one who came at daybreak. 
A penny, i.e., “a denarius,” the payment of a day’s labor, equivalent to $45-$60 in 1984. The first hour, i.e.,”six in the morning.” This was the time daily work began. The owner of the estate hired some laborers at this time. He returned and hired others at nine o’clock, at noon, at three o’clock, and finally hired some at five o’clock. Those who had worked since the morning appear to be cheated, unless one understands the nature of the grace of God as illustrated in this parable. Jesus presented this parable purposefully, to clarify the membership rules of the Kingdom of heaven, i.e., entrance is by God’s grace alone. In this parable, God is the householder, and believers are the laborers. This parable is especially for those who feel superior because of heritage or favored position, for those who feel superior because they have spent so much time with Jesus Christ, and for new believers as reassurance of God’s grace.
15-17. This parable is not about rewards but about salvation, it is a strong teaching about grace, of God’s generosity. We shouldn’t begrudge those who turn to God in the last moments of life, because in reality no one deserves eternal life. Many people we do not expect to see in the Kingdom would probably make it in the last minute. The thief who repented as he was dying will be there along with people who have believed and served God for many years. Thus we preach repentance to sinners, for the invitation is valid; so long one is still alive, there is the possibility that one could get into the Kingdom by accepting Jesus and obtaining salvation before his or her death. But at anyone’s death, there will be no hope for a person who had not accepted Jesus to enter into the Kingdom of heaven. 
“So he last shall be first, and the first last; for many are called but few are chosen.” This is applied to the Jews ch. 22:14 ); it was so then, it is too true still; many are called with a common call, that are not chosen with a saving choice. All that are chosen from eternity, are effectually called, in the fulness of time (Rom. 8:30 ), so that in making our effectual calling sure we make sure our election (2 Pt. 1:10 ); but it is not so as to the outward call; many are called, and yet refuse (Prov. 1:24 ), nay, as they are called to God, so they go from him (Hos. 11:2, Hos. 11:7 ), by which it appears that they were not chosen, for the election will obtain, Rom. 11:7.  There are but few chosen Christians, in comparison with the many that call themselves Christians; it therefore highly concerns us to build our hope for heaven upon the rock of an eternal choice, and not upon the sand of an external call; and we should fear lest we be found but seeming Christians, and so should really come short; nay, lest we be found blemished Christians, and so should seem to come short, Heb. 4:1 .

18-19. Jesus predicted his death and resurrection for the third time. According to Jesus’ prediction, he will be betrayed to the chief priests who would then hand him over to the Gentiles to mock, scourge and to crucify him. The good news is that on the third day he will rise again; today he is alive and well. Because Jesus rose from the dead, Christians therefore, are not a religious people, but are people in a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

For the first two times that Jesus predicted his death and resurrection is found in Matt. 16:21; 17:22. But this time Jesus took his disciples apart from the crowd to get their full attention; he informed them of his death and resurrection, but his disciples still did not understand what he meant. They continued to argue greedily over their positions in Christ’s Kingdom. Supposing that as the “son of David” Jesus would be taking back the throne of David in their life time. 
20-24. In these verses we have an example of the nature of the grace of God. The mother of James and John the sons of Zebedee asked for her sons to be seated on the left and the right hands of Jesus in his kingdom. Here James and John make the request for themselves. We can assume that both the mother and the sons asked the same petition of Jesus and received the same sort of reply. We learn here that prayer can be used and abused. Some of us do not use it and others use it by abusing it. Jesus bypassed the petition by saying that it is not part of his role to make this decision. It belongs to his Father, to whom he is obedient and from whom he will not wrest what is not his to do. The petition was based on serious sinful inclination—the desire for power and status. Such desires reflect a lack of the sanctification and display a spirit of worldliness. James, John, and their mother failed to understand the suffering they would face before living in the glory of God’s Kingdom. The “cup” was this suffering and crucifixion Jesus Christ faced. Both James and John would also face great suffering. James would be put to death for his faith, and John would be exiled.
24-27. The other disciples were upset with James and John for trying to grab top positions. All the disciples wanted to be the greatest (Matt. 18:1), but Jesus taught them that the greatest person in God’s Kingdom is the servant of all. Authority is given not for self-importance, ambition, or respect, but for useful service to God by turning people to righteousness. Jesus described leadership from a new perspective. Instead of using people, we are to serve them. Jesus’ mission was to serve others and to give his life for them. A real leader has a servant’s heart. He appreciates others’ worth and realizes he’s not above any job. If you see something that needs to be done, don’t wait to be asked. Take the initiative and do it like a faithful servant. Jesus Christ contrasts the ambition of the unregenerated man or woman who coverts power, glory, and self aggrandizement with that of the converted man or woman who does not love for self, but for God. The saved man seeks to glorify God and is characterized by self-sacrificing love. Jesus came not to be served but to serve; the servant of Jesus Christ should also seek to serve God and others.

28-33. “To give his life a ransom for many.” A ransom was the price paid to release a slave from bondage. Jesus often told his disciples that he must die, but here he told them why—to redeem all people from the bondage of sin and death. The disciples thought that as long as Jesus was alive, he could save them. But Jesus revealed that only his death would save them and the world. As Jesus left Jericho, a great many people followed him as he headed toward Jerusalem. Two blind men sitting on the way side heard that he was passing by, they called out to Jesus “son of David” have mercy on us, because all Israel knew that the Messiah would be a descendant of David (Isa. 9:6. 7; 11:1; Jer. 23:5. 6). These blind beggars could see that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah, while the religious leaders who witnessed Jesus’ miracles were blind to his identity, refusing to open their eyes to the truth. Seeing with your eyes does not guarantee seeing with your heart. Although Jesus may have been concerned about the coming events in Jerusalem, but he demonstrated what he had taught his disciples about service. He had compassion on them and stopped to care for the blind men. He touched their eyes, and immediately their eyes received sight and they joined the crowd and followed him.
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