Summary of Bible Study Class of July 1, 2012.
Conducted by Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Promise of Restoration If The People Repent – The Righteous as a watchman

Ezekiel Chapter 33

1-6. In this chapter a new direction was set for Ezekiel’s prophecies. Up to this point, Ezekiel has pronounced judgment upon Judah (chapters 1-24), and the surrounding evil nations (chapter 15-32) for their sins. Now that Jerusalem has fallen, he turns from messages of doom and judgment to messages of comfort, hope, and future restoration for God’s, people (chapters 33-48).
7-10. God had set Ezekiel as a watchman to warn the city of its impending destruction if the people refuse to repent. When the watchman or the righteous has given the warning, he has discharged his trust.  This person has not only delivered his own soul, he has also earned his wages or reward. But if he fails to warn the wicked to flee from their wicked ways, his own soul is required of him. This role of watchman belongs to princes and presidents, to statesmen and public servants. It belongs especially to ministers of the gospel, who are called upon to warn sinners to flee to Jesus Christ for salvation and everlasting life.

The exiles were discouraged by their past sins. This is an important turning point in this book—elsewhere in the Book of Ezekiel the people had refused to face their sins. Now, they felt heavy guilt for rebelling against God for so many years. Therefore, God assured them of forgiveness if they repented

11-16. “It is certain that God has no delight in the ruin or destruction of sinners, nor does he desire it. If they destroy themselves, he will glorify himself in it, but he has no pleasure in it, but would rather they should turn and livee, for his goodness is that attribute of his which is most his glory, which is most his delight. He would rather sinners should turn and live than go on and die. He has said it, he has sworn it, that by these two immutable things, in both of which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation. Sincerely follow him, and ask him to forgive you when you fail.
Past good deeds will not save a person who decides to turn to life of sin. Some people think they have done enough good deeds to overshadow the sins they don’t want to give up. But it is useless to try to be good in some areas so you can deliberately bad in others (Rom. 6:1). While good deeds will not save us, our salvation must lead to righteous actions (Eph. 2:10); James 2:14-17). This includes restitution for past sins (Luke 19:1-10). God expects us to make restitution, whenever necessary, for the wrongs we have committed

17-23. Near the beginning of his ministry, Ezekiel was unable to speak, except to give specific messages from God (Ezek. 3:26, 27). Now that his prophecies have come true and the false prophets have been exposed, Ezekiel is again able to talk freely. No longer needing to prove himself, he is to offer God’s conditional message of restoration and hope.
The ways of God are just; the ways of sinners are not. In the end, all who dispute with God will discover that he is right and they are wrong. Beginning in verse 21, Ezekiel turns from message of disaster and judgment to work of promise for Israel or God’s people in the far-off future. God opens his sealed mouth so that he can speak publicly again.

The people who remained in the land after the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar claimed that if a single individual, Abraham, was given the whole land, they had a right to it. Ezekiel responded by saying that the right to the land depends on obedience, and then he lists their sins (vv. 26, 25).

24-30. The people are hypocrites who put on a good show of outward religion. They pretend really to listen to the prophet, but inwardly they think him to be merely entertaining. They hear what he says, but they refuse to heed him. In other words, the people refused to act upon Ezekiel’s message. When people mock your witness for Jesus Christ or fail to act upon your advice, don’t give up. You are not witnessing for them alone, but out of the faithfulness to God. You cannot make them accept your message; you can only be faithfully in delivering it.
31-32. In your heart do you really love God? These people give outward impression of being religious while remaining inwardly greedy. Jesus warned that we cannot love God and money at the same time (Matt. 6:24). It is easy to say “Surrender all” when you do not have much. It is when you start accumulating wealth that it becomes difficult to avoid living it.

Let us not be one of those people who go to church to listen in order to be entertained? They enjoy the music, the people, and the activities, but they do not take the messages to heart. They do not seek to be challenged or to serve.  

We noted that those who have reduced church services to the level of entertainment, their worship will have no impact on their life.
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